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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 
(For  the  Landward  Area  and  all  the  Burghs). 
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Preface. 


I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  Twelfth  Annual  Report,  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1936,  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Conditions  of  the  County  of  Aberdeen.  There  are  also  incor- 
porated Reports  by  the  Regional  Bacteriologist,  by  the  County 
Veterinary  Inspector  and  by  i^ie  County  Divisional  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  the  Burgh  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

It  has  been  decided  that  the  co-ordination  of  the  medical 
and  bacteriological  services  of  the  Counties  of  Aberdeen  and 
Kincardine  with  the  City  of  Aberdeen  should  continue  to  function 
for  a further  period  of  five  years  as  from  15th  May,  1935* 

The  co-ordination  Scheme,  as  relating  to  the  veterinary  VETERINARY 
services  will  continuo  - unless  curtailod  by  legislation  - SERVICES, 

for  a similar  poriod,  but,  in  them,  the  contracting  parties 
are  the  Councils  of  the  County  of  Aberdeen  and  City  of  Aberdoen 
only.  The  County  Council  of  Kincardine  have  not  yet  considered 
it  politic  to  adopt  a whole-timo  system  of  veterinary  inspection. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  tho  Section  of  the  Report  dealing  with 
the  Voterinary  Services.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  during 
1936  the  Veterinary  Staff  were  able  to  undertake  the  examination 
of  a large  number  of  cows  at  unregistered  dairies  and  this  was 
mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  there  were  no  changes  on  the  staff . 

It  is  probable  that  legislation  will  be  introduced  at  an 
early  date  whereby  all  whole-time  Veterinary  Officers  will  be 
employed  by  the  Central  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
and  not  by  Local  Authorities.  Although  such  a change  might 
prove  advantageous  in  certain  areas,  it  is  unlikely  that  any 
benefit  would  accrue  to  the  North-East  where  the  Scheme  of  the 
Regional  Veterinary  Services  came  into  operation  comparatively 
recently.  It  was  hoped  that  by  means  of  the  Regional  Veterin- 
ary Scheme  much  would  be  done  to  produce  tubercle-free  milk  for 
the  community!  this  will  undoubtedly  be  one  of  the  aims  of  the 
Central  Department  but  more  might  have  been  obtained  in  this  area 
by  Officials  who  were  servants  of  the  Local  Authority  than  by 
Central  Officials. 

An  endeavour  is  being  made  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
Veterinary  Services  being  transferred,  Scotland  should  have  a 
National  Service  ond  that  meat  inspection  and  other  minor 
Voterinary  Services  should  also  be  carried  out  by  the  Government 
Inspectors. 

Three  years  ago,  tho  landward  area  of  tho  County  was  THE  SANITARY 
divided  into  four  sections,  each  under  the  control  of  a SERVICES* 

Divisional  Sanitary  Inspector.  This  re-organisation  of  the 
sanitary  services  has  proved  very  successful.  Within  recent 
years,  the  duties  of  sanitary  inspectors  have  been  completely 
re-orientated.  In  former  days,  the  sanitary  inspectors  con- 
centrated mainly  on  the  supposed  effect  of  defective  sanitation 
on  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  but  now,  with  our 
increased  knowledge  of  epidemiology,  their  efforts  in  this 
direction  have  been  diminished  and  they  now  concentrate  on  the 
vital  relationship  existing  between  housing  and  health.  There 
are/ 
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are  now  four  Divisional  Sanitary  Inspoctors  instead  of  sevon, 
and,  from  the  housing  point  of  view,,  this  is  a distinct  advant- 
age as  it  is  now  possible  to  get  greater  uniformity  of  housing 
standards  as  to  habitability.  At  the  sane  tine,  one  feels 
regret  that  the  multiplicity  of  duties,  now  imposed  on  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  has,  to  a definite  degree,  placed  the  routine 
investigation  of  the  source  of  infectious  diseases  rather  in 
the  background. 

In  tho  near  future,  the  Council  will  no  doubt  seriously 
consider  the  advisability  of  appointing  a County  Sanitary 
Inspector.  I know  that  this  is  a controversial  subject  but 
tho  tine  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Council  will  recognise  the 
importance  and  advantage  of  having  one  Chief  Sanitary  Officer 
who,  co-operating  with  the  Medical  Officer,  will  bo  in  a 
position  to  roport  to  the  Council  on  sanitary  and  housing  con- 
ditions on  a uniform  system. 

Tho  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  in  the  County  were,  in  HOSPITAL 
1932,  reduced  from  twelve  to  five.  Tho  Hospitals  at  Peter-  SERVICES, 
head,  Fraserburgh,  Inverurie,  Huntly  and  Aboyne  have  been 
retained  as  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals.  Strichen  Hospital 
is  now  functioning  as  a Tuberculosis  Institution.  The  other 
six  Hospitals  - Braemar,  Ballater,  Alford,  Sumnerfield, 

Turriff  and  Ellon  ceased  to  be  used  for  the  reception  of 
infectious  cases.  In  May,  1935*  when  the  City  boundaries 
were  extended,  Sumnerfield  Hospital  passed  into  the  possess- 
ion of  the  Aberdeen  Town  Council  who  are  now  making  splendid 
use  of  the  Hospital  for  sick  persons  and  temporarily  for 
maternity  cases.  Turriff  Hospital  has  been  re-opened  as  a 
Cottage  Hospital,  on  a voluntary  basis,  with  four  beds 
reserved  by  the  County  Council  for  statutory  cases \ the  re- 
opening of  Turriff  Hospital  has  been  a complete  success, 
thanks  to  the  good  work  of  the  Hospital  Committee.  The  other 
disused  Hospitals  at  Braemar,  Ballater,  Alford  and  Ellon  have 
not  yet  been  re-opened,  but,  during  the  current  year,  Ellon 
Hospital  will  be  opened  as  a Maternity  unit  for  ante-natal 
cases  and  cases  of  normal  confinement . This  unit,  though 
email,  will  tend  to  relieve  the  tension  at  the  new  Maternity 
Hospital  and  Ante-Natal  Annexe.  It  has  been  recognised  for 
a long  tine  that  Inverurie  Hospital  is  structurally  unsuitable 
for  the  reception  of  infectious  cases . The  County  Council  hea 
decided  to  erect  a new  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  present  Hospital,  with  a bed  accommod- 
ation of  60  to  70*  The  site  has  been  acquired  and  plans  for 
this  new  Hospital  have  been  prepared.  The  fate  of  tho  old 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  has  not  yet  been  decided,  but  there 
is  every  hope  that  it  will  ultimately  be  used  as  a "Cottage 
Hospital",  run  on  voluntary  lines. 

The  immunisation  campaign  against  Diphtheria  was  THE  DIPHTHERIA 

carried  out  with  great  efficiency  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Walker  who  IMMUNISATION 

had  the  willing  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  general  CAMPAIGN, 
practitioners  in  the  County.  In  this  work,  acknowledgment 
must  be  made  of  the  enthusiasm  shown  by  head  teachers  and 
their  staffs  and  by  the  District  Nurses. 

The  effort  to  immunise  artificially  school  and  pre-school 
children  should  be  pursued,  but,  in  order  to  make  the  scheme 
effective,  additional  medical  assistance  is  necessary.  With- 
out systematic  re-testing,  our  work  in  this  connection  is 
being  carried  out  partly  in  the  dark.  In  my  opinion, 
additional/ 
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additional  whole-tine  medical  assistance  should  be  provided, 
but  I shall  report  to  the  Council  in  detail  on  this  aspect  of 
disease  prevention  before  the  end  of  1937 • 

The  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  POPULATION- 
to  the  middle  of  1936,  was  106,916  for  the  landward  area 
and  40,008  for  the  burghs-  In  1931,  the  census  for  the 
landward  area  was  107,423,  and  the  decrease  of  507  is  account- 
ed for  by  the  annexation  by  the  City  of  Aberdeen  of  part  of 
the  County. 

In  19365  there  were  2,027  births  in  the  landward  area,  BIRTH-RATE  - 
19  more  than  in  193 5°  The  birth-rate  was  18.9  per  1,000  of 
population.  The  birth-rate  in  the  ten  burghs  in  the  County 
was  20*3*  The  birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  17  »9* 


The  number  of  deaths  in  the  landward  area  was  1,370«  DEATH-RATE . 
This  is  equal  to  a death-rate  of  12.8  per  1,000  of  popula- 
tion as  compared  with  13*4  in  1935*  In  the  burghs,  the 
death-rate  was  13*3,  as  compared  with  13*1  in  1935*  In 
1936,  the  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  was  13*4  per 
1,000  of  population. 


A wg.ve  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  landward  area  and  INFECTIOUS 

burghs  began  in  1933,  reached  its  maximum  in  1934  with  DISEASES- 

1,491  cases,  showed  a slight  decraase  with  1,408  in  1935 
end  a further  decrease  in  1936  when  1,278  cases  were  noti- 
fied. The  disease  was  of  the  mild  type. 

As  regards  diphtheria.  658  cases  were  notified  as 
compared  with  612  in  1935* 


The  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  the  County,  TUBERCULOSIS- 
including  the  Burghs,  was  67.  Fifty  deaths  were  due  to 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  17  to  non -pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  death-rate  from  all  foms  of  tuberculosis  was  0.46  per 
1,000  of  population  - 0<>34  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
0,12  from  nor.-pulmon, ary  tuberculosis . In  Scotland,  the 
death-rate  was  0*74  per  1,000  of  population  - 0.55  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  0.19  from  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis. In  regard  to  the  tuberculosis  death-rate,  both 
pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary,  the  County  held  an  exception- 
ally enviable  position. 


The  work  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department 
has  been  carried  out  with  much  success.  At  the  County 
Clinics,  good  work  is  performed  and  one  looks  forward  to 
the  time  when  Clinics  will  be  established  in  every  burgh 
in  the  County. 


MATERNITY 
AND  CHILD 
WELFARE 
SERVICES . 


The  Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment  of  School  SCHOOL  MEDICAL 

Children  has  boon  performed  - as  in  previous  years  - with  SERVICES, 
efficiency.  The  dental  treatment  of  school  children 
deserves  special  attention-  At  present,  there  are  two 
whole -time  dentists,  stationed  in  Aberdeen,  and  two  part- 
time  dentists,  one  in  Peterhead  and  the  other  in  Huntly. 

Experience  has  shown  that,  with  this  staff,  the  necessary 
dental  work  cannot  be  adequately  overtaken.  In  my  opinion, 
another  whole-time  dentist  should  be  appointed. 

The  / 
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The  propaganda  carried  out  by  tho  Cental  Board  of  the 
United  Kingdom  deserves  every  praiso.  Through  its  agency, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  percentage  of1  consents  to  treat- 
ment has  been  increased. 

The  housing  position  in  the  County  is  dealt  with  in  some  HOUSING, 
detail  in  this  Report.  The  value  of  the  operation  of  the 
Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  1926  and  1931?  cannot  be  gain- 
said. Whatever  nay  be  the  position  adopted  by  other  Local 
Authorities,  it  can  be  said  that  tho  Aberdeen  County  Council 
has  carried  out  the  provisions  of  these  Acts  with  great  equity 
and  conscientiousness. 

Tho  extent  of  tho  Council’s  operations  in  regard  to  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1930  and  1935  is  embodied  in  this 
Report . 

Again  I wish  to  put  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  ACKNOWLEDG- 
zeal  and  efficiency  shown  by  all  members  of  tho  professional,  MENTS* 
technical  and  clerical  staffs. 


HARRY  J.  RAE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


County  Public  Health  Department 
4,  Albyn  Place, 

Aberdeen. 

26th  June,  1937* 
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SECTION  I . 


GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OF  THE  LANDWARD  AREA- 


1.  Vital  Statistics. 


Population . 

The  population  of  the  landward  area  of  the  County,  as 
estimated  by  the  Registrar -General  to  the  middle  of  1936,  was 
106,9l6*  The  population,  as  ascertained  at  the  last  four 
decennial  censuses,  was  as  under: - 

In  1901  the  population  was  124,007 
In  1911  " " » 119,209 

In  1921  " " " 113,567 

In  1931  " " 107,423 

In  1936,  the  natural  increase  in  the  population  - the  excess 
of  births  over  deaths  - was  657,  as  compared  with  569  in  1935* 

Marriages  * 

In  1936,  491  marriages  were  registered  as  compared  with  509 
in  1935-  The  marriage -rate,  that  is,  the  number  of  marriages  per 
1,000  of  population,  was  4.6  as  compared  with  4.7  in  1935* 

Births . 

The  total  number  of  births,  corrected  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  was  2,027  - Of  mhese,  1,047  v/ore  males  and  980  females* 
There  were  19  more  births  than  in  1935*  The  Scottish  birth-rate 
in  1936  was  17*9  pen  1,000  of  population.  The  birth-rate  for  the 
landward  area  was  18.9*  The  corresponding  figures  in  1935  were 
17*8  and  18.8  respectively. 

Of  the  total  births,  279  were  illegitimate.  The  il legit imat 
birth-rate  was  13*7  in  1936.  In  1935,  it  was  14-3 1 in  1934,  it 
was  16.55  in  1933,  15-15  in  1932,  16.035  in  1931,  17  *17  5 in  1930 
16.7;  and  in  1929,  17*3 


Deaths  and  Death-rate . 

After  corrections  wore  made  for  transfers,  it  was  found  that 
the  net  number  of  deaths  was  1,370  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of 
12.8  per  1,000  of  population.  The  doath-rato  in  1935  was  13*4 

In  the  Burghs,  thore  wore  535  deaths,  representing  a death- 
rate  13.3  per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared  with  13*1  in  1935- 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  Scotland  was  66,747 
equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  13*4. 


Causes  of  Death. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  the  Landward  Area  and  in 
the  Burghs,  together  with  the  number  of  deaths  attributable  to  the 
various  well-defined  diseases,  appear  in  Table  I. 


TABLE  / 
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With  regard  to  tho  causes  of  death,  tho  following  facts  aro  of 
int  orest  - 

(1)  Diseases  of  tho  heart  and  blood  vessels  causod  708  deaths, 

43  less  than  in  1935* 

(2)  In  19363  there  were  244  deaths  from  cancer,  as  compared 

with  217  in  1935. 

(3)  Pneumonia  was  the  cause  of  death  in  106  cases  a decrease 

of  22  as  compared  with  1935* 

(4) / 
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(4)  Influenza  caused  11  deaths  in  1936.  In  1935,  the  number 
of  deaths  due  to  this  cause  was  51  • 

(5)  In  19365  puerperal  fever  caused  4 deaths  as  compared  with 
15  in  1935  and  16  in  1934. 


2 . Morbidity  and  Mortality  from  Infectious  Diseases . 

(a)  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Under  this  heading,  the  numbers  of  infectious  cases  notified 
and  treated  included  - unless  otherwise  stated  - both  the  Landward 
Area  and  Burghs . 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  from  the  Land- 
ward Area  and  Burghs  since  1925  was  as  follows 


1925 .. 

398 

cases . 

1926  — ... 

ft 

1927  

11 

1928  

577 

It 

1929  

356 

It 

1930  

19 

1931  ....... 

tl 

1932 

317 

II 

1933  

II 

1934  

1,491 

II 

1935  ....... 

II 

1936  

..1,278 

II 

The  number  of  cases  notified  in  the  Landward  Area  was  945 , 
and  in  the  Burghs,  333*  The  corresponding  figures  for  1935, were 
1,068  and  340  respectively.  There  was  thus,  in  1936,  a decrease 
of  scarlet  fever  cases  of  123  in  the  Landward  Area  and  a decrease 
of  7 in  the  Burghs . 

Scarlet  Fever  is  an  endemic  disease  which  shows  epidemic 
prevalence.  There  is  a short  cycle  of  increased  prevalence  every 
4 to  6 years  and  a long  cycle  which  makes  its  appearance  every  15 
to  25  years.  A long  wave  crest  occurred  in  1913  and  1934  is  at 
the  peak  of  another  such  crest. 

A greatly  increased  wave  of  prevalence  occurred  in  Scotland 
in  1932  the  peak  being  reached  in  1933 • Notifications  in  Scot- 
land from  1930  to  1935  were:- 


1930  16,393  cases. 

1931  18,755  " 

1932  28,106  " 

1933  38,887  " 

1934  33,338  " 

1935  22,738  " 

1936  18,848  " 


Greatly  increased  prevalence  in  Aberdeenshire  did  not  appear 
until  1934  when  1,491  cases  were  notified  from  the  Landward  Area  and 
Burghs,  the  figures  for  the  preceding  year  being  660.  In  1935, 
1,408  we  re  notified,  and  in  1936,  there  was  a further  fall  of  130 
cases.  It  is  noteworthy  that  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  is 
frequently  closely  followed  by  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
Diphtheria. 

Age  / 
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Age  Incidences-  Of  the  945  cases  notified  from  the  Landward  Area, 
552  or  58*4  per  cent  were  of  school  age  and  172  cr  18.2  per  cent 
belonged  to  the  pre-school  ago  period. 

The  ages  of  the  notified  cases  are  given  in  Table  II. 

TABLE II. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


Ago  Incidence 

of  Cases  (Divisions). 

County  Under  I 

Divisions  j Year . 1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

Over 

65« 

Total. 

Buchan  j 2 64 

200 

28 

33 

6 

1 

334 

Mar  - 34 

120 

24 

35 

8 

- 

221 

Central  j 1 51 

165 

28 

26 

3 

- 

274 

Strathbogie;  1 19 

67 

12 

14 

3 

- 

116 

Totals  ; 4 l68 

592 

92 

108 

20 

1 

945 

Percentage  1 .42  17  *7 

58.4 

9.8 

11.4 

2,1 

.1 

100 

Seasonal  Prevalences- 

The  monthly 

prevalence  in 

the  Landward 

Area  and  Burghs  is  shown  in  Table  III. 

TABLE  III . 
Scarlet  Fever. 

Monthly  Incidence  of  Gases  (Landward  Area  and  Burghs ) . 


Month . 

Landward  Area . 

Burghs . 

Total . 

January 

114 

• • j. 

38 

* 0 if 

152 

February 

82 

. . 0 

33 

. . . 

115 

March 

104 

0 • © 

4^ 

& • ft 

147 

April 

58 

• *»  e 

18 

• • • 

76 

May 

56 

• * 0 

22 

•>  • -j 

78 

June 

88 

0 * » 

35 

• « a 

123 

July 

52 

24 

... 

76 

August 

62 

. . » 

19 

• • • 

81 

September  ... 

93 

• 0 • 

24 

. . . 

117 

Oct  ob  er  ... 

95 

39 

• • e 

134 

November  , . » 

63 

• 0 • 

17 

• • ♦ 

80 

December 

78 

• 0 • 

21 

. . . 

99 

Total  . 

945 

• i • 

333 

• . 0 

1,278 

There  was  an  abnormal  prevalence  in  each  month  of  the  year, 
but  the  peak  months  were  January,  March  and  October. 

Of  the  1,278  notified  cases,  1,08C  or  84  per  cent  were  treated 
in  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals.  Details  regarding  the  cases  treat- 
ed institutionally  are  given  in  Table  IV.  The  number  of  admissions 
to  Hospital  is  not  equivalent  to  the  number  of  cases  treated  in 
Hospital,  as  one  case  may  be  treated  in  two  Hospitals.  For  example, 
all  cases  with  severe  complications,  such  as,  mastoiditis,  are  trans- 
ferred from  County  Hospitals  to  the  City  Hospital,  Aberdeen. 

Case  Mortality;-  The  number  of  deaths  was  28  representing  a case 
mortality  of  2.2.  Twenty  seven  deaths  occurred  in  Hospitals  and  one 
at  home 


12 


> 

H 


«9 

e4 


ft 

o 

o 

ra 

J3 

d 

-p 

© 

d 

,ft 

© 

ft 

d 

■d 

© 


ft 


•d 

© 

bO  bO  • 
U U G U 
© d -h  ccJ 

,©  J3  Sh  © 

a o 3 >1 
3 ro  -d 

3 *rl 

•d 


o 

T$ 

O 

•H 

d 

© 

ft 

rH 

d 

-P 

o 

H 


3 


<+h  m 
o d -P 
o 


d 

© 

> 

Sh 

© 

to 


3 

-P 

•H 

Oh 

(0 

O 

W 


C\l 


ft 

O 

d © 
-P  rP 
ro  t!  o. 

• 

© 

d 

>»  a,  r 

ro 

<r 

VPv 

© 

d ra  o 

d 

• 

• 

• 

a 

'do© 

o 

A 

ir\ 

■M- 

*z. 

” Sh 
G © 

■lo, 

H- 

d- 

vO 

O 


t 

© 

d 

© 

ro  40 
>,  © 

ra 

a 

d 1 — 1 

© 

ro 

ST 

0 

-p 

tJ  ft 

ro 

On 

CO 

0^ 

d 

. a 

d 

ro 

H* 

0 

© 

ri  0 

0 

o\ 

r\ 

*\ 

-p 

•H  0 

ft 

0 

0- 

ON 

rH 

1 — 1 

vO 

ro 

s}- 


d -H  ft 
© ra  ra 

0 

ro 

CM 

j©  ro  0 

0 

rO 

O- 

| ‘g  K 

H 

CM 

CM 

CM 

a -d  0 

Co  -p 

ra 

si 

bO 

Sh  d 

3 G 

PQ  3 

d 01 
d © 

3 d 

o 

si  -p 
© G 
o -H 
•H  X 
d 

£5j  o' 
O © 

•H 


d 


cm 

o 

-p 

o 

■H 


d . 
d -p 


d H 
-P 

ro  ch 

•H  O 

R 


d -p 


-p 

o 

•H 
d 
-P 
ro  to 
■H 

r d 
© 

© © 
d d 
•H  d 
ro  © 
© ,© 
© <'i 
Q 


0 «H 

si  0 

0 

bO 

U -p 

Sh 

3 Sh 

© 

PQ  d 

ft 

d 

TS 

•d 

G 'G 

CD 

3 c 

a 

Cy 

© 

-p 

Sh 

0 si 

•H  bg 

T) 

U Sh 

-P  3 

m cq 

•H 

-P 

Q ch 

O 

ch 

•H 

>>  -H 

Sh 

, — 1 Sh 

+3 

+2  Sh 

ro 

3 3 

•H 

3 EH 

Q 

« 

d 


t 

d 

© 

-d 

© 

03 

O 

ft 


© 

>> 

d 

r— 1 

!>> 

O 

J3 

-P 

-H 

H» 

ffi 

ft  ft 

bO  o 

d 

at 

Si  ft 
bO 
d 
3 

ft  • 
d s: 
© b£ 
ra  d 
d 3 
d m 
ft 


bb 

*3 

ft 

d 

© 

ra 

d 

d 

ft 


CM 


ro 


H- 

CM 

LT\ 

'M- 

rO 

ro 

O 

%}* 

00 

O 

rH 

CM 

CM 

CM 

ro 

GO 

co 

ro 

O' 

O 

i — I 


CM 


d 
© 

© 

Q 

ft 

o 

-p 

u 

ri 

Oh  ra 
-p 
O 
•H 
• U 
si  -p 
bo  ra 

d tH 


3 

m 


ft 


d 
ri 
© 
si 
d 
© d 

■8  3 

PL, 


LiO 

Lr\ 


CM 


CO 

■H" 


• ra 
d d 
© Sh 
-p  d 
1 ! p5 
3 -P 

o ra 
d d 
© © 
-p 

© © 
ft  d 
•H 

tJ  ra 

§s 

© 

d *H 

cj  ft 

x! 

o 0 

S g 

d ft 
i — I ' — v 
O 


m 

s • 

Ti 

ft  d 

d 

ra  © 

© 

0 © 

.d 

K -d 

Sh 

Sh 

© 

>>  © 

-P 

-P  r© 

© 

•H  -A 

Oh 

O 

c~- 

CM 


CM 

H 

■M- 


ro 

CM 

CM 


Lr\ 

Vf\ 

tT\ 

rH 


rH 
i — I 

o\ 

I — I 


■8 

Eh 


- 13  - 


Diphtheria. 

In  Diphtheria,  there  are  minor  waves  of  increased  incidence 
occurring  every  5 years.  There  are  rarely  pandemic  waves  such  as 
appear  regularly  in  Scarlet  Fever. 

Increased  prevalence  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  1909,  1914,1920, 
1925,  1930  and  1935- 

In  1934  and  1935,  a long  Scarlet  Fever  wave  coincided  with  a 
Diphtheria  wave  thus  causing  an  enormous  increase  in  the  demand  for 
hospital  accommodation. 

In  193o,  658  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified , as  compared  with 
612  in  1935.  In  the  Landward  Area,  407  cases  were  notified,  as  against 
3 j8  in  1935;  in  the  Burghs,  251  as  against  304  in  1935* 

TABLE  V . 

Diphtheria . 


Age  Incidence  of  Gases  (Divisions  ) . 


County 
Divisions  • 

Under  1 
year. 

1-5 

5~  15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

Over 

65 

; 

Total . 

1 

Buchan 

3 

20 

115 

27 

13 

8 

3 

ON 

CO 

1 — 1 

Mar 

j. 

li 

48 

6 

11 

- 

- 

77 

Central 

q 

49 

12 

10 

3 

1 

84 

Strathbogie 

1 

8. 

31 

6 

9 

2 

- 

57  i 

Totals 

5 

48 

243 

51 

43 

13 

4 

407 

.1 

Percentage 

1 0 

1.2 

11 08 

59 » 7 

12,5 

10.6 

3.2 

•9 

100 

TABLE  VI . 

Diphtheria  • 

Monthly  Incidence (Landward  Area  and  Burghs ) . 


Month  . 

Pi vi si  ons  - 

Burghs . 

Totals 

January 

• • 9 

65 

• « • 

48 

• 9 « 

113 

February 

r • 0 

32 

... 

28 

9 9* 

60 

March 

a a * 

25 

* . * 

37 

• 9 « 

62 

April 

m % m 

23 

9 9 9 

57 

May 

... 

44 

9*9 

18 

• 9 a 

62 

June 

0 • a 

33 

• O O 

14 

• 0 a 

47 

July 

« t • 

20 

9 0# 

11 

a a a 

31 

August 

* 9 c 

30 

A . e 

9 

• a a 

39 

September 

mao 

97 

r"  \ 

0 • « 

21 

• • • 

48 

October 

• • • 

42 

• 9 • 

11 

• 9 a 

53 

November 

0 • m 

22 

9 9 ft 

.14 

# a • 

36 

December 

993 

33 

• • • 

17 

50 

Totals 

407 

... 

251 

a a 9 

658 

TABLE  / 
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TABLE  Vll . 

Diphtheria. 

HOSPITAL  TREATMENT  (Landward  Area  and  Burghs). 


r 

Hospital 

Number  of 
admissions 
to  Hospital 

Period  of 
Institutional 
treatment 
in  days 
per  completed 
case . 

Number 
discharged 
during 
year . 

Number  of 
days  in 
Hospital  per 
completed  case 

i 

Number 

of 

deaths  . 

Inverurie 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Aboyno 

110 

3,410 

109 

31 

1 

Huntly 

15 

962 

20 

45.8 

1 

Fraserburgh 

233 

5,755 

235 

23.8 

7 

Peterhead 

164 

4,365 

158 

27.1 

3 

j City  Hospital, 
Aberdeen. 

107 

4,217 

111 

35-1 

9 1 

Totals 

629 

18,709 

633 

28.6 

i 

21 

Mortality ; - Twenty -one  deaths  occurred  amongst  the  629  cases  treated 
in  hospital,  representing  a case  mortality  of  3*3*  Two  cases  died  at 
home.  The  total  number  of  deaths,  namely  23,  represents  a case  mort- 
ality of  3*5° 


Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid  Fevers . 

Nine  notifications  of  typhoid  and  para-typhoid  fevers  were 
received  in  1936,  as  compared  with  8 in  1935'  The  cases  were  distri- 
buted as  follows 

Central  Division  ...  6 cases. 

Buchan  " ...  2 " 

Strathbogie  " ...  1 case. 

The  highest  case  mortality  in  the  past  ten  years  occurred  in 
1930,  with  13.6.  In  1926,  1933?  1934?  1935  and  1936  there  wore  no 
deaths  from  these  diseases. 

Acute  Anterior  Polio -myelitis  (infantile  Paralysis). 

There  were  three  notifications  of  this  disease. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  (Sleepy  Sickness). 

There  were  no  notifications  of  this  disease. 

Polio-encephalitis . 

No  not ifications  were  received  in  1936. 

Cerebro -Spinal  Meningitis. 

One  notification  of  "Spotted  Fever"  was  received.  The  patient, 
aged  three  months,  was  treated  institutionally. 


Undulant  / 


- * b 
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Undulant  and  Continued  Fevers . 
No  case  of  undulant  fever  Was  notified. 

Acute  Infective  Jaundice. 


In  1936,  no  not  if  ic.ation  was  received. 

Erysipelas . 

Seventy-seven  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified,  as  compared 
with  92  in  1935*  Forty  cases  wore  treated  in  hospital.  There  were 
two  deaths  - a case  mortality  of  2.6. 

Pneumonia. 

Pneumonia,  in  its  acute  and  primary  forms,  is  a notifiable 
disease.  In  1936,  282  cases  were  notified  from  the  Landward  Area 
and  Burghs,  and  107  received  institut ional  treatment. 

Accommodation  for  pneumonia  cases  is  provided  in  most  of  the 
Cottage  Hospitals  in  the  County,  but  special  wards  are  set  aside  in 
Woodend  (Municipal)  Hospital,  Aberdeen,  for  the  treatment  of  those  cases 
who  are  physically  fit  to  be  transferred.  In  Yioodend  Hospital,  con- 
tiguous laboratory  facilities  exist,  and  selected  cases  receive  specific 
treatment  with  anti-pneumococcic  serum.  The  administration  of  serum 
to  selected  cases  of  pneumonia  has  been  found  to  be  nearly  always 
followed  bys- 

(a)  a diminution  of  complications. 

(b)  a hastening  of  the  crisis  and  consequent  conser- 

vation of  the  heart "s  action. 

(c)  a shortening  of  the  convalescent  period. 

(d)  a reduction  in  the  death-rate  from  this  disease. 

The  two  essentials  for  successful  serum  therapy  are  a recogni- 
tion of  the  type  of  invading  organism,  and,  where  applicable,  admin- 
istration of  serum  as  soon  after  the  onset  of  the  disease  as  is  possible. 

There  were  106  deaths  from  this  disease,  a case  mortality  of 
37  per  cent . 

Malaria . 

No  case  of  malaria  was  notified. 

Dysent  ery . 

Forty  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified,  as  compared  with  13 
cases  in  1935 « Nine  of  the  cases  wore  treated  in  inst itutions • 

Small -pox . 

No  case  occurred  during  the  year. 

( b ) Non-notifiable  Diseases . 

The  four  chief  non-notifiable  diseases  are  measles,  whooping- 
cough,  mumps  and  chicken-pox.  Chicken-pox  ceased  to  bo  a compulsorily 
notifiable  disease  as  from  31st  December,  1932*  The  fact  that  these 
diseases  are  not  compulsorily  notifiable  results  in  an  absence  of 
knowledge  as  to  the  exact  measure  of  their  actual  incidence. 

Information  as  to  their  incidence  amongst  school  children  is  obtained 
from  Head  Teachers  and  Attendance  Officers.  These  diseases  are 
usually/ 


•T  ■' 


■ . .. 
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usually  not  in  themselves  dangerous,  but  when  severe  complications 
ensue  - and  these  are  usually  pulmonary  - arrangements  are  made  for 
transference  to  appropriate  institutions. 

3 • Diphtheria  Immunisat ion  Scheme . 

The  Scheme  for  the  active  immunisation  of  school  and  pre-school 
children  against  Diphtheria  in  the  County  of  Aberdeen  has  been  proceed- 
ing with  increasing  vigour.  The  figures  shown  are  for  the  nine  months 
1st  April  - 31st  December,  1936.  In  the  Annual  Report  for  1935* 
statistics  were  given  for  the  period  up  to  31st  March,  1938*  During 
the  nine  months  now  under  review,  Schick  testing  with  subsequent 
immunising  was  carried  out  in  the  Turriff,  Deeside  and  Alford  School 
areas,  a further  seventy  two  schools  having  been  completed . The 
figures  relative  to  these  are  shown  in  Table  VIII. 


TABLE  VIII . 


Name  of  School 

Number- 

on 

School 

Roll. 

Percentage 

of 

Consent  s . 

Number! 

Tested'; 

Number 

Schick 

Number 

Immunised 

Positive! 

Negative 

School 

Pre- 
School  . 

Crudie 

92 

80.4 

60  1 

55 

5 

64 

j 

10  | 

Upperbrae 

46 

59.0 

17  ! 

17 

- 

27 

i 

King  Edward 

97 

90.0 

64  j 

59 

4 

81 

8 

Fisherie 

30 

100.0 

23  1 

23  ! 

- 

22 

13  ! 

Ardmiddla 

71 

84.5 

47 

46  1 

1 

57 

5 i 

Fintry 

70 

96.0 

30  ! 

47 

3 

64 

5 

New  Byth 

130 

34.0 

87  I 

n4  j 

12 

93 

26 

Garmond 

16 

87=5 

4 ! 

4 I 

- 

13 

4 

Birkenhills 

95 

84,2 

58  1 

57 

1 

78 

19 

Greeness 

62 

98  c4 

51  | 

44 

1 

54 

14  j 

Monquhitter 

213 

92.0 

166  1 

151 

11 

181 

24 

Fyvie 

230 

75-0 

126  ! 

113  1 

10 

152 

3 

Aucht  erless 

140 

80.0 

78  I 

67 

5 

95 

21  i 

Steinmanhi.ll 

50 

90.0 

36  j 

27 

5 

36 

4 1 

Woodhead 

60 

98.3 

41  i 

40 

1 

58 

9 ! 

Mi lib rex 

55 

89.0 

42  ! 

41  1 

l 

48 

1 I 

Badenscoth 

70 

90.0 

47  i 

45 

2 

60 

12  1 

Fish erf or d 

64 

75  »0 

38  I 

38 

2 

46 

2 i 

Meiklef olla 

138 

90. 0 

86  ! 

83  1 

3 

119 

16  i 

St.  Katherines 

18 

67  .0 

8 j 

7 

1 

11 

2 

Turriff 

622 

87.0 

441 

369  '! 

69 

474 

69 

Corgarff 

29 

93»! 

15  I 

~\  *■> 
-O 

2 

25 

13 

Knocklea 

17 

100.0 

11  i 

1 “1  : 
J. 

— 

17 

6 

Btrathdon 

71 

100  oO 

57  j 

56  | 

1 

68 

21 

Towle 

61 

95.0 

51  ! 

47 

3 

53 

10 

Ardlair 

14 

100.0 

11  i 

4 

7 

7 

4 

Semoil 

25 

100.0 

21 

21 

- 

25 

12 

Glenbuchat 

27 

98.3 

17  f 

?.6 

1 

24 

5 

Balloch 

9 

100,0 

a i 

8 

- 

9 

3 

Braemar 

26 

88  o4 

15  1 

13 

1 

22 

4 i 

Braemar  R.C. 

25 

96cC 

16  j 

16 

- 

23 

Inverey 

14 

93  "0 

ii i 

11 

— 

13 

7 ! 

Girnoc 

12 

92.0 

4 i 

4 

- 

11 

4 

Birkhall 

29 

83.0 

20  I 

15  ! 

5 

19  i 

5 

Glentanar 

38 

80.0 

22  ! 

18 

3 

25  1 

l 

Crathie 

81 

83,0 

K\ 

54 

67  i 

13 

Birse 

17 

94.0 

14  ; 

8 •; 

4 

9 

4 

Ballogie 

24 

100.0 

19  ! 

17 

2 

22 

4 

Finzean 

74 

6 7 .5 

37  ! 

31 

6 ! 

39  j 

8 i 

Ballater  / 
i 

i 

i 

j 

i 

j 

Gontd . 
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TABLE  VIII 


Number  Schick 


Number  Immunised ' 


Name  of  School. 

on 

School 

Roll. 

Percent  ago^  Number 
of  | Todtod 

Consents .; 

Positivo  Negative 

School 

Pre- 
School  1 
1 

Ballater 

245 

90.0 

177 

144 

33 

187 

I 

50  ! 

Logie  Coldstone 

89 

97 -b 

69 

60 

9 i 

77 

7 

Kinnord 

21 

90.4 

16 

16 

- 

19 

1 | 

Aboyne 

170 

86.5 

120 

75 

43  : 

99 

35  1 

Tarland 

176 

77.0 

108 

104 

4 s 

130 

21 

Coull 

31 

84.0 

20 

16 

2 

22 

2 ! 

Lumphanan 

88 

50.0 

28 

17 

9 1 

32 

8 ! 

1 

Corse 

95 

75-0 

49 

37 

10  i 

54 

9 

1 Tornaveen 

55 

91-0 

38 

34 

4 

46 

5 

Torphins 

164 

91.5 

121 

100 

20 

128 

20 

G1  eng  aim 

10 

80.0 

8 

8 

- 

8 

“ 

Kincardine  O'Neil 

66 

91.0 

39 

28 

11  ! 

44 

21  1 

Greenburn 

ll 

100.0 

7 

7 

! 

11 

5 j 

Cushnie 

46 

80.4 

30 

23 

7 1 

30 

7 1 

Cairncoullie 

25 

96.0 

17 

15 

1 1 

22 

6 i 

Kildrummy 

54 

100.0 

45 

40 

5 | 

48 

23  ; 

Cluny 

84 

90.4 

56 

46 

10  j 

65 

15  1 

Craigievar 

78 

73-1 

46 

35 

11  I 

44 

6 

j Tough 

85 

90.5 

64 

60 

4 S 

73 

10 

Miamar 

108 

96.3 

83 

70 

Q 

/ • 

91 

2 

Tullynessle 

104 

90.3 

70 

61 

7 i 

83 

15 

Keig 

66 

69.O 

28 

23 

5 ! 

38 

5 

Millbank 

49 

86.0 

34 

28 

6 1 

36 

8 

I Tillyfourie 

36 

92.0 

17 

10 

7 1 

25 

20 

Gallowhill 

32 

87.5 

19 

18 

1 1 

27 

2 

Alford 

202 

94.0 

141 

100 

38  | 

146 

9 

: Lumsden 

94 

99-0 

70 

49 

8 j 

79 

17 

Craig 

15 

100.0 

11 

9 i 

1 I 

13 

1 

Monymusk 

97 

97-0 

78 

64 

13  ! 

79 

9 

Sir  A. Grant ' s 

30 

100.0 

22 

16 

5 1 

24 

16 

) Kamnay 

271 

84.5 

185 

146 

36  i 

184 

31 

i Tulloch 

20 

100.0 

15 

11 

4 ! 

16 

8 

j Bourtie 

13 

100.0 

9 

8 

1 1 

12 

2 

Additional  Number 
of  Consents. 

11 

6 ! 

1 1 

11 

1 Tot  als  f rom 
| 1st  April  - 31st 
j December,  1936. 

5692 

87.0 

3824 

3252 

503 

r 

4314 

788 

Percentage  of  Consents;-  The  response  to  the  Scheme  has  been  most 
encouraging  and  very  satisfactory.  The  percentage  of  consents  varied 
from  50  to  100,  ^he  average  being  87  per  cent  - 4,948  consents  out  of 
5 9692.  pupils  on  the  school  rolls  - an  increase  of  12  per  cent  as  compared 
with  the  figures  of  last  year's  report.  Twenty-three  schools  had  a 
percentage  of  consents  of  96  or  over  and  these  are  as  follows; - 

Fisherie,  Knocklea,  Strathdon,  Ardlaw,  Semeil,  Balloch, 

Ballogie,  Greenbum,  Kildrummy,  Craig,  Sir  A.  Grant's, 

Tulloch  and  3ourtie  - all  had  100  per  cont,  Lumsden  - 
99  per  cent;  Greenness  - 98*4  per  cent;  Woodhead  - 
98.3  per  cent;  Monymusk,  Logie  Coldstone  - 97  per  cent; 

Midmar,  Glenbuchat  - 9&»3  PGr  cent;  Fintry,  Braomar  R.C. 
and  Cnirncoullie  - 98  per  cent. 


Schools  / 


I. 


■ 
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Schools  with  the  smallest  percentage  of  consents  were:- 

Keig  - 69  per  cent;  Finzean  - 67 »5  per  cent;  St . Katherine' s - 
67  per  cent:  Upperbrae  - 59  per  cent:  Lumphanan  - 50  per  cent. 

A comparison  of  the  percentage  of  consents  and  the  number  of 
children  Schick  tested  in  each  school  area  completed  since  1935  is 
shown  in  Table  IX. 


TABLE  IX . 


Schools 

Number  of 
Pupils  on 
School 
Rolls • 

Number  of 
Consents . 

Percentage 
of  Consents 

Number  of  Children 

Per- 
cent  age 
Immune . 

Area. 

Number 

tiriu  over 

Schick + 

Schick  - 

Aberdeen 

31 

3448 

2670 

77.4 

1689 

414 

20.0 

Ellon 

27 

2609 

2256 

86 .5 

1527 

178 

10.4 

Turriff 

21 

2369 

2030 

86 .0 

1405 

143 

9.2 

Deeside 

23 

1561 

1309 

84.0 

833 

166 

17.0 

Alford 

26 

1729 

1569 

91.0 

989 

188 

16.0 

Peterhead 
(Burgh)  : 

6 

2637 

1801 

68.3 

696 

605 

46.5 

Fraserburgh 
(Burgh)  ; 5 

2157. 

1331 

62.0 

537 

467 

46.5  I 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  Alford  area  an  average  of  91  per 
cent  of  consents  was  obtained  in  the  26  schools  in  the  area.  Credit 
for  this  very  excellent  response  was  largely  the  result  of  tne  efforts 
and  co-operation  of  the  Head  Teachers,  District  Nurses  and  local 
Medical  Practitioners. 

Schick  Testing:-  There  we re  3 5 824  school  children  of  7 years  of 
age  or  over  .ScMftkt ested  and  of  these  3? 252  were  Schick  positive  and 
503  Schick  negative,  69  being  absent  at  the  reading  of  the  test. 

Thus,  of  those  children  tested,  87  per  cent  were  susceptible  and  13 
per  cent  immune.  The  relative  immunity  in  each  school  area  com- 
pleted since  1935  is  shown  in  Table  IX.  The  lowest  rate  of  natural 
immunity  occurred  in  the  Turriff  area  while  the  highest  rate  of 
immunity  occurred  in  the  Burghs.  These  facts,  along  with  the  relative 
variations  found  in  the  susceptibility  to  Diphtheria  of  Aberdeenshire 
school  children  in  age  groups  in  rural  and  burghal  areas,  are  illus- 
trated in  Chart  I,  the  figures  for  which  appear  in  Table  X.  The 
County  areas  referred  to  are  those  which  are  found  in  Table  IX. 


TABLE  / 
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PERCENTAGE  SCHICK  POSITIVE  OR  SUSCEPTIBLE 


CHART  I 


VARIATION  OF  SUSCEPTIBILITY  TO  DIPHTHERIA  WITH  AGE 
IN  ABERDEENSHIRE  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  1935-1936 


(a)  ABERDEENSHIRE  AS  A WHOLE 

(b)  RURAL  AREAS 

(c)  BURG  HAL  AREAS 
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The  data  in  Chart  I and  Table  X nay  be  summarised  as  followss- 

1.  School  children  resident  in  rural  areas  show  a high 
dogree  of  susceptibility  to  Diphtheria,  90*4  per  cent 
being  Schick-positive  at  ago  of  7 years  rising  to  93*1 
per  cent  at  3 years  and  thereafter  progressively  de- 
clining with  each  year  until  at  17  years  only  54*5  por 
cent  are  Schick-positive. 

2.  School  children  resident  in  burghal  areas,  are,  up  to 
ago  of  13  years,  on  an  average  at  least  20  per  cent  less 
susceptible  to  Diphtheria  than  rural  children  the  decline 
in  susceptibility  varying  only  a little  with  age. 

The  conclusion  arrived  at,  after  Schick-testing  and 
reading,  9 9 837  Abordeenshire  school  children  of  7 yoars 
and  over,  is  that  children  resident  in  burghal  areas 
acquire  naturally  and  early  in  lifo,  on  active  immunity 
which  is  maintained  at  a fairly  constant  lo : 1 through- 
out school  life  and  which,  up  to  the  ago  of  13  yoars,  is 
at  least  20  per  cent  higher  than  the  immunity  found  in 
children  resident  in  rural  areas. 

Susceptibility  to  Diphtheria  after  an  Attack  of  the  Disease . 

It  was  pointed  out  in  the  last  report  that  an  attack  of 
Diphtheria  does  not  necessarily  afford  protection  against  further 
attacks  of  the  disease.  Of  the  school  children  who  were  Schick- 
tested,  500  had  had  an  attack  of  the  disease  and  of  these  191  or  38.2 
per  cent  were  found  to  be  still  susceptible  to  the  disease.  When 
these  children  are  grouped  according  to  rural  or  burghal  residence 
there  is  no  appreciable  difference  in  the  susceptibility  rate  as 
Table  XI  shows.  The  only  difference  found  in  the  two  groups  was 
the  occurrence  of  pseudo-reactions  in  burghal  areas,  9 and  12  of  the 
positive  and  nogativo  reactions  respectively  being  pseudo -react ions  . 

TABLE  XI . 


Susceptibility  Rate  in  School  Children  - After  an 
Attack  of  Diphtheria  - 1935~36  • 


1 ■ - 

Area 

1 

i 

Numb  er 
Tested 

Numb  er 

Schick- 

Positive 

Number 

Schick- 

Negative 

Pore  entage 
still 

Schick-Positive  : 

Rural 

125 

47 

78 

37-6  j 

Burghal  j 

375 

144 

231 

38.4 

Whole  ; 
County  : 

500 

191 

309 

38.2  | 

Of  the  500  cases  Schick-tost od  who  previously  had  had  an 
attack  of  Diphtheria,  8 had  had  two  attacks  of  the  diseases  3 of 
them  were  found  immune  when  tested  while  5 were  still  susceptible. 
There  is  therefore  some  foundation  for  the  belief  that  throe  or  oven 
four  attacks  of  Diphtheria  may  occur  in  the  some  individual.  The 
5 Schick-positive  reactors  wero  artificially  immunised  and  the 
results  of  re-tests  owe  awaited  with  interest. 

Re-testing •-  Since  the  preliminary  work  of  ascertaining  the  anti- 
genic value  of  the  four  Alum  Precipitatod  Toxoids  ("A",  "B",  "C" 
mid  "D")  no  re-testing  has  been  done  except  in  the  case  of  those 
children/ 
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children  in  whom,  as  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  a further  trial 
of  "C"  prophylactic  was  tested  out  . It  was  considered  that  much 
more  benefit  would  accrue  from  continuing  the  immunising  work  with- 
out any  addition  to  the  medical  staff  and  getting  over  the  County 
schools  once  than  utilising  valuable  time  in  re-testing.  Our 
decision  is  probably  justified  in  view  of  the  comparison  between 
the  attack-rate  amongst  immunised  and  non-iramunised  school  and  pre- 
school children.  This  point  is  discussed  later. 

Immunisation;-  The  "B"  prophylactic,  by  the  "one  shot"  method, 
was  continued  as  the  immunising  agent.  The  results  of  a further 
trial  of  "C"  prophylactic  are  as  follows; - 

Of  143  immunised  Schick-positive  children  retested  and 
read  3 months  after  immunisation,  62  were  found  to  be 
still  Schick-positive  and  8l  Schick-negative  at  the 
re-test.  Thus,  only  57  per  cent  of  known  Schick- 
positives  were  rendered  immune  after  the  lapse  of  3 
months.  The  "C"  prophylactic  on  this  occasion  was 
made  up  specially  in  0.5  c.c.  doses  and  as  will  be  seen 
the  result  was  very  disappointing  and  compared  un- 
favourably with  the  8l.5  per  cent  immunity  obtained 
previously  with  1 c.c.  dose.  All  the  Schick-posi Lives 
- 76  in  number  - were  re-immunised. 

Table  VIII  shows  that  the  total  number  of  children  immunised 
at  the  Schools  was  $,102,  4,314  of  whom  were  of  school  age  and  788 
of  pre-school  age.  These,  together  with  18  children  immunised 
privately  by  general  practitioners  bring  total  to  5>120.  Since 
1935?  12,920  children  have  been  immunised. 

Incidence  of  Diphtheria  amongst  Immunised  Children . 

Since  the  Scheme  was  inaugurated,  42  immunised  children  of 
school  and  pre-school  age  were  notified  as  having  contracted 
Diphtheria,  24  occurring  aftor  and  l8  beforo  the  lapse  of  3 months. 
Allowing  the  latter  period  for  the  establishment  of  full  immunity, 
the  attack-rate  amongst  the  immunised  is  0.1  per  cent.  The  attack- 
rate  amongst  the  non-immunised  school  and  pre-school  children  for 
the  period  under  review  was  2e8  per  cent,  so  that  had  the  whole  of 
tho  children  at  those  agos  been  artificially  immunised,  the  incidence 
would  have  boon  reduced  to  l/28  of  the  actual  cases  representing  a 
reduction  in  about  800  cases  at  those  ages. 

From  the  information  available  it  would  appear  that  the 
severity  of  tho  disease  amongst  the  immunised  was,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  modified.  We  have,  howevor,  to  record  tho  occurrence  of 
one  death  from  Diphtheria  amongst  those  immunised.  This  case  was 
a girl  of  12  years  who,  six  months  after  active  immunisation, 
developed  a sore  throat  and  was  suffering  from  Diphtheria  for  near- 
ly ten  days  before  the  family  physician  was  called  in.  A severe 
virulent  diphtheritic  infection  was  found  clinically  and  the  girl 
succumbed  to  the  disease  six  weeks  later.  The  moral  arising  out 
of  this  sad  event  may  be  stated  thus  - "In  all  cases  of  "sore" 
throat,  -whether  it  be  in  immunised  or  non-immunised  individuals, 
medical  advice  must  be  sought  for  immediately". 

Further  evidence  of  the  value  of  active  prophylactic 
measures  against  Diphtheria  may  be  obtained  by  recording  the 
protection  afforded  to  the  immunised  members  of  a family  when  the 
disease  has  subsequently  occurred  in  the  only  other  non-immunised 
child  of  the  family.  Amongst  the  children  immunised  there  were 
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15  such  families  in  which  this  occurred.  The  number  of  immunised 
children  per  family  varied  from  1-5?  the  average  being  over  2 per 
family.  None  of  these  immunised  children  contracted  Diphtheria. 

Conclusions ; - Reviewing  our  results  for  the  past  two  years  it 
can  be  said  that  Schick -testing  followed  by  artificial  active 
immunisation  of  those  susceptible  to  Diphtheria,  with  A.P.T.  by 
tho  "one  shot"  method  or  active  immunisation  without  preliminary 
Schick -t esting , will  afford  a high  degree  of  protection  against 
Diphtheria  but  not  absolute  immunity.  It  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  for  parents  to  recognise  the  latter  fact.  They  must 
net  assume  that  if  a child  develops  a "sore  throat"  subsequent  to 
immunisation  the  child  will  not  take  Diphtheria-  In  all  such 
cases,  nodical  advice  should  bo  obtained  without  delay.  Failure 
to  recognise  these  facts  may  lead  to  disaster. 

The  postponement  of  re -to sting  those  immunised  until  tho  re- 
maining schools  in  the  County  have  been  visited  is  justified  by 

rosults . 

The  response  to  the  County  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Schemo 
continuos  to  bo  most  satisfactory.  The  active  co-ope  ■ .tion  which 
has  existed  between  this  Department  and  Head  Teachers,  District 
Nurses  and  local  general  practitioners  has  boon  responsible  for 
this  creditable  result. 


4.  Mousing . 

Housing  (F.urel  Workers)  Acts,  19 26  and  1 931  • 

Perhaps  the  most  important,  rural  housing  enactment  ever 
introduced  is  bhe  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926.  The  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  (Amendment)  Act,  1931?  enabled  Lccal  Authorities 
to  continue  to  give  grants  or  leans  up  to  1st  October,  1936* 

Under  present  legislation,  applications  may  be  received  by  th9 
Local  Authority  up  to  24th  June,  1938 , 

Property  owners  have  taken  full  advantage  of  these  Acts. 

The  plans  submitted  are  carefully  scrutinised  by  a Sub-Committee 
and  nhe  standard  attained  in  Aberdeenshire  has  boon  very  high 
indeed.  It  is  unlikely  that  an  extension  of  operation  will  be 
grant od  beyond  June,  1938. 

In  Table  XII,  herewith  appended,  are  given  details  as  to 
housing  progress  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts. 


TABLE  / 


TABLE  XII . 

PROGRESS  OF  SCHEME  APPROVED  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ( RURAL  WORKERS ) ACTS,  1926  and  1931- 
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Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1930  and  1$35» 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1935  details  were  given  of  the  survey 
of  all  houses  under  £45  rental,  carried  out  in  the  special  districts, 
villages  and  hamlets.  Following  the  Report  last  year,  74  houses 
were  completed  by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Housing  (Scotland) 

Act,  1930,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  8 houses  were  in  course  of 
erection  under  the  same  Act.  Seventy-six  houses  were  in  course  of 
erection  under  the  1935  Act  (Composite  Scheme).  The  survey  of  all 
houses  in  the  rural  area  of  the  County  was  completed  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  The  houses  inspected  numbered  18732  and  of  that  number 
2,212  wero  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  1*763  fit  houses 
wore  found  to  bo  over-crowded  in  terms  of  the  1935  Act. 

In  Table  XIII  is  shown  the  distribution  of  Unfit  houses. 

TABLE  XIII. 

Showing  Distribution  of  Unfit  Houses. 


Size  of  Houses 

Division. 

1-apt . 

2 -apt  . 

! 3 "&pt  • 

j 

4 -apt  . 

5 -apt . 

6-npt . 
& over 

Tot  al . 

Buchan 

140 

320 

I 406 

126 

OO 

40 

1119 

Central 

120 

169 

| 215 

55 

63 

28 

650 

Mar 

23 

10 

I 12 

3 

- 

- 

48 

Strathbogie  i 

58 

110 

! 172 

34 

14 

9 

395 

Tot  nl 

341 

609 

803 

218 

1 

164 

77 

2212 

Details  of  the  houses  inspected  are  given  in  Table  XIV. 
TABLE  XIV. 


Description  of  House 

Category 

I 

Category 

II 

Category  ! 
Ill 

Total 

Ordinary  Houses 

1,779 

1,687 

630 

4,096 

Sub-Let  Houses 

42 

56 

10 

108 

Farm  Houses 

2,447 

1,880 

143 

4,470 

Cottar  Houses 

727 

1,537 

465 

2,729 

Crofts 

1,008 

1,643 

561  1 

3,212 

Chaumers 

1,226 

884 

283 

2,393 

Other  Tied  Houses 

1,006 

304 

29 

1,339 

Tents,  Van3  and  Sheds  j 

1 

4 

33 

38 

Summe r Residences 

76 

6 

3 

85 

Empty  Houses 

112 

95 

55  | 

362 

Total 

8,424 

8,096 

2,212 

18,732  | 

Overcrowding  / 


I 


■•f 
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Overcrowding  occurred  in  fit  houses  as  shown  in  Table  XV. 
TABLE  XV. 


Description  of  House 

Category 

I 

Category 

II 

1 

Total. 

Ordinary  Houses 

7 6 

147 

223 

Sub-Let  Houses 

10 

17 

27 

Farm  Houses 

7 

22 

29 

Cottar  Houses 

65 

217 

282 

Crofts 

29 

112 

139 

Chaumers 

279 

232 

511 

Other  Tied  Houses 

17 

21 

33 

Tot  al 



4* 

OO 

i LO  i 

L 

-o 

U'' 

OO 



1249  | 

I 

The  number  of  new  houses  required  for  Rural  Areas,  is  shown 
in  Tables  XVI,  XVII,  XVIII  and  XIX. 

Buchan  Division.  TABLE  XVI.  SHOEING  NUMBER  AND  SIZE  OF  HOUSE  REQUIRED . 


Type  of  House  Over- 
Crowded  or  Unfit . 

Si 

ze  of 

House 

1 

| * 

1 apt 

» i 2 apt . 

3 apt 

. j 4 apt . j 5 apt  • j 6 apt 

j Total  i 

J 

Ordinary  Houses 

3? 

| 8? 

65 

| 57  6 | - 

302 

Farm  Houses 

4 

19 

31 

| 19  I 2 | - 

75 

Cottar  Houses 

31 

86 

259- 

85  ! 8 1 

Crofts 

56 

98 

104 

! 81  | 61- 

345 

Chaumers 

204 

29 

6 

j - 

239 

Other  Tied  Houses 

- 

8 

: 

2 

1 | I | - 

12 

Tents,  Vans  & Sheds 

1 

1 

- - 1 

2 

Totals 

382 

1 328 

360 

| 243  1 23  j 1 

| 1,337 

TABLE 

XVII. 

SHOWING 

NUMBER 

AND  SIZE 

OF  HOUSE  REQUIRED. 

Central  Division. 

Type  of  House  Over- 

Size 

of  House 

Crowded  or  Unfit . 

1 apt 

» j 2 apt . i 

3 apt . 

| 4 apt . ; 5 apt  . j 6 apt . 

1 Oo  cLL 

1 

i 

Ordinary  Houses 

45 

1 74  | 

120 

56  I 12  j 3 

310 

Farm  Houses 

5 

O I 
/ 

19 

| 20  I 8 | 6 

67 

Cottar  Houses 

15 

I 43  | 

92 

| 80  j 5 ! 

235 

Crofts 

23 

: r»  0 

j ; 

65 

1 57  1 ll  i 3 

181 

Chaumers 

192 

i 21  1 

6 

- •• 

219 

Other  Tied  Rous  os 

0 

6 I 

■?  O 
J-  c. 

17  ! 1 

39 

Tonts,  Vans  & Sheds 

9 

6 | 

6 

1 

22 

. " I 

Totals 

292. 

I 181  | 

320 

231  1 37  1 12 

\ 

1,073  j 

3 

TABLE  / 
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TABLE  XVIII • 


SHOWING  NUMBER  AND  SIZE  OF  HOUSE  REQUIRED . 


Mar  revision  • 


Type  of  House  Over- 
Crowded  oh  Unfit . 

Si 

se  of 

House  - 

Total . 

.1  apt .. 

2 apt 

oj  3 apt . 

4 apt * 

5 apt . 

6 apt . 

Ordinary  Houses 

43 

40 

40 

22 

4 

149 

Farm  Houses . 

1 ? 

13 

31 

10 

T_ 

- 

73 

Cottar  Houses. 

O 

10 

20 

14 

- 

- 

46 

Crofts 

18 

?.5 

29 

8 

1 

- 

81 

Chaumers 

106 

2 

j 

- 

- 

- 

CO 

0 

H 

Other  Tied  Houses- 

3 

7 

8 

7 

1 

- 

26 

Tents,  Vans  & Sheds 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

I 

CO 

H 

1 

1 

CM 

0 ! 

r-i  | 

.}  128 

61 

7 



483 

TABLE  XIX . 

SHOWING  NUMBER.  AND  SIZE  OE  HOUSE  REQUIRED . 


Strathbogi e Division . 


Type  of  House  Over- 
Crowded  or  Unfit . 

Si 

ze  of  House 

• 

Total.  J 

1 apt . j 2 

apt . 

3 apt  . 

4 apt . 

5 apt.. 

6 apt . 

Ordinary  Houses 

- 

27 

ON 

CM 

rH 

46 

O 

L. 

- 

1 

204 

Farm  Houses 

- 

- 

18 

2 

1 

- 

21 

Cottar  Houses 

~ i 

- 

67 

52 

8 

- 

128 

Crofts 

- 1 

12 

38 

40 

2 

- 

152 

Chaumers 

192  i 

46 

2 

- 

- 

240 

Other  Tied  Houses 

- j 

- 

11 

4 

1 

- 

16 

Tents,  Vans  & Sheds 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

192 

86 

32-5 

144 

14 

- 

761 

Ib  is  nobed  that  3 9 654  houses  are  required  and  of  that  number 
2,689  houses  are  "tied"  consisting  of  farmhouses,  cottar  houses, 
crofts,  chaumers,  etc.  In  connection  with  the  re-housing  of 
ordinary  rural  labourers,  etc  3,  it  is  proposed  to  build  houses  for 
these  people  in  special  districts,  965  houses  being  required. 

The  distribution  of  new  houses  for  ordinary  labourers,  etc., 
is  shown  in  Table  XX. 

TABLE  XX • 


The  distribution  cf  new  houses  for  ordinary  labourers , etc  < , is  as 
follows:  - 


Division 

dizo 

of  Houses  Required. 

■ 1 1 ‘ 

i 

Total* 

3.  SLpfc  e 

2 apt  . 

3 apt . 

4 apt  . 

5 apt. 

6 apt . 

Buchan 

8? 

87 

65 

57 

6 

; 

302 

Central. 

45 

74 

120 

56 

12 

3 

310 

Mar 

43 

40 

40 

22 

4 

- 

149 

St  rathbcgie 

- 

2? 

129 

46 

2 

- 

204 

Total 

J 

H I 

i 

228 



Vo, 

ro 

181 

24  | 

•> 

965 
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During  the  past  two  years  a complete  survey  of  all  houses 
in  the  County  has  been  carried  out  and  27,052  dwelling-houses  have 
been  inspected.  If  the  housing  progress  is  to  continue  and 
accurate  records  are  to  be  kept,  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase 
the  staff  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  housing  duties. 


5 * Disinfections . 


The  number  of  official  disinfections  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  appears  in  Table  XXI. 

TABLE  XXI . 


Buchan  Mar 

0 

CD 

3 

c+ 

P-. 

St  rath- 
bogie . 

Total. 

After  Scarlet  Fever 

334  | 171 

196 

70 

771 

'•  Diphtheria 

189  | 41 

68 

37 

335 

" Enieric  Fever 

- 

3 

1 

4 

" Tuberculosis 

6 | 2 

8 

10 

26 

" Other  Infections 

- 

5 

14 

19 

Totals  ... 

| 529  214 

280 

132 

1155 

6 . Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

In  1936,  there  were  959  factories  and  workshops  on  the 
register.  Details  as  to  their  number,  the  number  of  inspections, 
of  notices  served  and  of  defects  found  and  remedied,  appear  in  the 
following  Table 


TABLE  XXII  • 


Buchan 

Mar 

C ent  ral 

St rat h- 
bogie • 

Total . 

Number  on  Register 

321 

165 

248 

225 

959 

of  Inspections 

102 

113 

200 

86 

501 

Notices  served  under 
Section  2 (3),  &c . • 

15 

- 

19 

- 

34 

Defects  found  ... 

15 

1 

19 

4 

39 

remedied  . 

15 

1 

16 

4 

36 




' _ . j\.i  . 
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SECTION II. 


THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  BURGHS . 


Population*  w The  population  of  the  Burghs,  as  estimated  by 
the  Registrar-General  to  the  middle  of  1936,  was  4-0,008. 

As  compared  with  the  estimated  population  in  1935s  there 
is  an  increase  of  146. 

The  population  of  the  several  Burghs  is  given  in  Table  I. 


TABLE  I- 


BURGHS 

Population,  as 
estimated  to  middle 

of  1935- 

Population,  as 
estimated  to  middle 
of  1936o 

Estimated 
increase  or 
decrease . 

Ballater 

1,245 

1,241 

4 

Decrease 

Ellon 

1,374 

1,403 

29 

Increase 

Fraserburgh 

10,229 

10, 304 

75 

t! 

Huntly 

3 s 929 

3,950 

21 

It 

Inverurie 

4,640 

4,669 

29 

II 

Kintore 

783 

8 04 

21 

II 

Oldmeldrum 

1,010 

989 

21 

Decrease 

Rosehearty 

1,156 

1,140 

16 

II 

Turriff 

2,475 

2,459 

16 

II 

Peterhead 

13,021 

13,049 

28 

Increase 

Tot  als 

39,862 

40,008 

146 

Increase 

Marriages . - There  were  331  marriages,  representing  a marriage- 
rate  of  8.2  per  1,000  of  population.  The  marriage-rate  in  1935 
was  8.2. 

Births . - In  Table  II  are  given  the  total  number  of  births,  the 
corrected  birth-rate,  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  and  the 
illegitimate  birth-rates. 


TABLE  II  / 


*»  ; ? . 


\ . 


* 

.• 


r.7t'iv 
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TABLB3  II . 


BURGHS • 

Numb er 
(including 
illegitimate 
births ) 

Birth-rate  j 
(corrected) 

Illegitimate 
Births . 

Illegitimate 
Birth-rate 
per  100  total 
births.  j 

Bal  later 

23 

18.5 

2 

8.7 

Ellon 

30 

21.4 

4 

13.3 

Fraserburgh 

212 

20.5 

16 

7.5 

Huntly 

66 

16.7 

4 

6.  j 

Inverurie 

65 

13-9 

7 

10.8 

Kintore 

20 

24.9 

3 

• 

1 — 1 

Oldmeldrum 

14 

14.1 

3 

21.4 

Rosehearty 

28 

24.5 

1 

3.6  | 

Turriff 

43 

17.9 

5 

n.6 

Peterhead 

314 

24 

C'— 

rH 

5.4 

Totals 

815 

20.4 

62 

. .» .... ! 

Corresponding 

figures  for 

760 

19.06 

69 

9.08 

1935- 

< 

1 



Deaths  and  Death-rates.  - 

There  were  535  deaths,  representing  a 

death-rate  of  13-3  per  1,000  of  population,  as  against 

13.1  in  1935. 

The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death-rates  in  each  of  the 
Burghs  is  shown  in  Table  III. 

TABLE  III . 


BURGHS . 

Numb or  of 
deaths . 

Death-rate 
per  1,000-  j 

Bal  later  ... 

19 

j 

15.3 

Ellon 

24 

17.1 

Fraserburgh  , . . 

95 

9.2 

Hunt ly  ... 

73 

10.9 

Inverurie  ... 

56 

11.9 

Kintore 

23 

28.6 

Quine  id  i*um 

22 

22.2 

Rosehearty  ... 

24 

21. 

Turriff 

37 

15- 

Peterhead 

162 

12.4 

Tot  nl 

535 

13.3 

INCIDENCE  / 
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INCIDENCE  of  the  CCMLIONER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 


In  1936,  there  were  notified  333  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
and  251  cases  of  diphtheria.  In  1935 > 340  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  and  304  of  diphtheria  were  notified. 

Particulars  relating  to  the  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  are  contained  in  Section  I of  the  Report. 


HOUSING. 

The  progress  made  in  housing  in  the  Burghs  is  sot  out 
in  Table  IV.  Excluding  houses  reconstructed  under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Acts,  522  new  houses  either  had  been  built  during 
1936  or  were  in  course  of  construction  at  the  end  of  the  yoar. 
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SECTION  III . 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES . 


The  Scheme  for  Mother  and  Child  Welfare  embraces  not  only  the 
landward  area  but  also  the  ten  Burghs  within  the  County. 

There  are  five  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  situated  in  Huntly, 
Inverurie,  Ellon,  Peterhead  and  Bucksburn.  During  the  year,  the 
local  medical  practitioners  have  continued  to  give  their  enthusiastic 
support,  with  the  result  that  the  Clinics  have  functioned  with  increas- 
ing success.  At  the  Clinics,  medical  practitioners,  nurses,  Red  Cross 
workers  and  others  deliver  periodic  lectures. 

Births  and  Birth-rates. 

The  population  of  the  County,  including  the  Burghs,  as  estimated 
by  the  Registrar-General  to  the  middle  of  1936,  was  146,924.  The 
number  of  births  registered  was  2,842  and  the  birth-rate  was  19*4  per 
1,000  of  population.  In  1935,  the  birth-rate  was  18.9* 

Of  the  2,842  births,  341  were  illegitimate,  giving  an  illegiti- 
mate birth-rate  of  11. 9 per  100  births,  as  against  12.9  in  1935* 

For  the  whole  of  Scotland,  the  birth-rate  in  1936  was  17 *9  per 
1,000.  The  Scottish  birth-rate  reached  its  highest  recorded  peak  in 
1876  when  it  was  35*62  per  1,0005  since  then,  excluding  minor  fluct- 
uations, the  trend  has  been  gradually  downwards.  In  1936,  the  rate 
was  practically  only  half  what  it  was  in  1876. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  term  "Infantile  Mortality"  means  the  number  of  children  who 
die  under  one  year  of  age.  In  1936,  there  were  172  infant  deaths. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  - the  number  of  deaths  of  children  under 
on6  year  per  1,000  live  registered  births  - was  60.5*  In  1935?  tho 
rate  was  71.8,  and  67  in  1934. 

The  causes  of  the  172  infant  deaths  are  shown  in  the  following 

tables  - 


Causes  of  Death. 


Number  of  Deaths 


Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and  Malformation 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

Whooping  Cough  ...  

Diseases  of  Nervous  System  & Sense  Organs 
D x ar rh 0 o a , ot c.  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

Violence  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Diseases  of  the  Skin  & Locomotor  System 

Circulatory  Diseases 

Diphtheria  ....  ...  ...  ... 

Other  Infectious  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases  

Tuberculous  Disease  

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Appendicitis  . 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  • ...  ••• 

Other  General  Diseases  


89 

21 

14 

14 

9 

6 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 


Total 


172 


Maternal  / 


I 


- 33  - 


Maternal  Mortality. 

During  1936,  there  were  10  deaths  of  women  fbom  causes 
associated  with  pregnancy  or  child-births  Of  these  10  deaths,  8 
were  classified  by  the  Registrar-General  as  due  to  pregnancy  or 
child-birth.  Details  regarding  all  ,Cf  these  deaths  were  obtained 
from  the  attending  medical  practitioners. 

In  one  case,  death  followed  abortion,  and  in  another  death 
was  due  to  ectopic  gestations  both  of  these  cases  died  in  Public 
Institutions.  The  remaining  8 cases  were  attended  by  private 
practitioners.  Three  were  sent  to  Public  Institutions  for  further 
treatment  and  died  there.  One  was  sent  to  a Maternity  Home  where 
she  died.  The  remaining  4 died  subsequently  in  Public  Institutions. 

Forty-one  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  notified.  The 
number  notifiod  in  1935  was  57 » Forty  cases  were  treated  in  the 
special  Puerperal  Wards  of  the  Aberdeen  City  Hospital,  and  of  those 
3 died.  One  case,  notifiod  as  puerperal  fever  in  1935s  died  in  City 
Hospital,  Aberdeen  on  1st  January,  1936,  making  a total  of  4 deaths. 
Qno  case  was  treated  at  home. 

Five  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified.  The  number 
notified  in  1935  was  12.  Of  the  5 cases  notified,  2 wer  treatod 
in  institutions  in  Aberdeen.  The  remaining  3 were  treated  at  homo. 
All  five  recovered . 

It  may  be  noted  that,  in  addition  to  above,  11  cases  of 
puerperal  sepsis  and  6 cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  wero  notifiod  to 
Abordoon  City  Public  Health  Department  from  amongst  women  viho 
belonged  to  the  County  of  Aberdeen  but  who  had  gone  to  the  City  of 
Aberdeen  for  confinement. 

Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915* 

The  report  for  the  year  1936  under  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act, 
1915s  is  herewith  submitted. 

The  number  of  midwives  who,  during  the  year,  intimated  their 
intention  to  practise  in  the  area  was  ten. 

Births  in  Area. 


j Total  Number 
Total  Number  of  Deaths  of 
of  Births  New-born 

during  1936.  Children 
(within  ten 
days ) during 
1936. 

Actual  Number 
of  Births 
Attended  by 
Midwives 
during  1936. 

Actual  Number 
of  Deaths  of 
New-born 
Children 
(within  ten 
days)  occurr- 
ing in  the 
practice  of 
Midwives 
during  1936* 

Actual  Number  of 
Cases  not  attended 
by  a Doctor  or 
Midwife  during  1936.  1 

Births 

Deaths 

1 

i 

j 2,842  57 

323 

4 

- -i 

. „ ■■■  1 ■ ■ — 
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i 
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Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Total  Number  of  Cases 
during  1936. 

Actual  Number  of  Cases 
occurring  in  the  practice 
of  Midwives  during  1936 . 

Actual  Number  of  Cases  | 
occurring  where  confine- 
ment not  attended  by  a 
Doctor  or  Midwife  during 
1936. 

14 

l.  . — — 

1 

i 

- 

• 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis. 


Total  Number 
of  cases 
during  1936. 

Total  Number 
of  deaths 
during  1936 
(corrected 
for  transfers ' 

L j 

Actual  Number 
of  cases 
occurring  in 
the  practice 
of  Midwives 
during  1936  • 

Actual  Number 
of  deaths 
occurring  in 
the  practice 
of  Midwives 
during  1936. 

Actual  N 
Cases  oc 
where  co 
not  atte 
Doctor  c 
during 

Ca . '3 

umber  of 
curring 
nfinement 
nded  by  a 
r Midwife 
1936. 

Deaths 

41 

j 

! 

4 ; 2 

! 

1 

- 

- 

j 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 


Total  Number 
of  cases 
during  1936. 

Total  Number 
of  deaths 
during  1936 . 

Actual  Number 
of  cases 
occurring  in 
the  practice 
of  Midwives 
during  1936. 

Actual  Number 
of  deaths 
occurring  in 
the  practice 
of  Midwives 
during  1936. 

1 

Actual  Number  of 
Cases  occurring 
where  confinement 
not  attended  by  a 
Lector  ov  Midwife 
during  1936 . 

Cases 

Deaths 

| 

"1 

; — J— -T  — 

- 

Cases  of  Still-Birth  (Dead  Born) 


Total  Number  of  Cases  during  1936. 

Actual  Number  of  Cases  occurring 
in  the  practice  of  Midwives 
during  19j6. 

6? 

1 

10 

l 


Cases  of  Emergency. 

Notifications  were  received  from  midwives  of  having  in  105  cases 
sent  for  medical  assistance.  In  ail  these  cases  medical  assistance 
was  obtained.  In  96  cases*  the  assistance  was  required  for  the  mother 
2nd  in  9 cases  for  the  child. 
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Summary  of Cases . 


1. 

During  Pregnancy 

6 

2. 

During  Parturition 

78 

3- 

After  Parturition  ... 

12 

4. 

For  infant  ...  ... 

9 

105 

£227 *10/-  was  paid  to  doctors  for  the  above  services,  and 
£35*  0.  0d.  was  paid  to  midwives. 


Prevision  of  Foods . 

In  19365  milk  and  foods  were  granted  to  16  mothers  and  to 
93  children.  The  total  quantity  of  liquid  milk  supplied  was  1569 
gallons.  No  dried  milk  or  other  milk  substitutes  were  supplied. 

Fifty  six  pounds  of  other  food  preparations  (Virol)  were  distri- 
buted. The  cost  of  the  milk  was  £137 » 2.  9d.s  and  of  Virol  £3»5°Od., 
giving  a total  of  £140.  7»  9d.  The  amount  recovered  by  the  Local 
Authority  was  £1.11.  3d.  and  thus  the  net  expenditure  by  the  Local 
Authority  in  this  connection  was  £138«l6.6d. 

The  total  amount  expended  on  milk  and  foods  in  1935  was 
£262.  6.  7d. 


Home  Visitation. 


First  Visits  . Total  Visits . 

Number  of  infants  under  one  year 

of  age  visited  by  Health  Visitors  2441  13976 

Number  of  children,  one  to  five  years, 

visited  by  Health  Visitors  3613  12790 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  visited 

by  Health  Visitors  1305  3606 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

There  is  no  definite  arrangement  for  the  institutional  treat- 
ment of  County  children  contracting  these  diseases.  V ?re  the  home 
circumstances  do  not  permit  of  the  patient  being  properl./  nursed  at 
home,  accommodation  is  obtained  either  in  one  of  the  County 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  or  in  the  City  Hospital,  Aberdeen. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 

Fourteen  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  in 
1936,  as  compared  with  5 in  1935*  Of  the  14  cases,  9 belonged  to 
the  landward  area  and  five  to  one  of  the  Burghs.  All  were  notified 
by  general  medical  practitioners.  Seven  received  treatment  in  the 
City  Hospital,  Aberdeen.  One  case  was  blind  before  being  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department . 

Ep idomic  Diarrhoea. 

Nine  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  occurred  amongst 
children  under  one  year.  In  1936,  there  was  no  outbreak  of  epidemic 
diarrhoea  in  the  County. 

Provision/ 
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Provision  for  Sick  ChlXdron . 

Ailing  children  under  five  years  of  age  may  be  admitted  to 
(l)  The  Royal  Aberdeen  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  (2)  the  special 
Children’s  Wards  of  the  Aberdeen  City  Hospital,  and  (3)  Thorngrove 
Home,  Aberdeen.  A limited  number  of  beds  is  set  aside  in  Linn 
Moor  Convalescent  Home,  Culter,  for  the  reception  of  pre-school 
children,  aged  from  3 to  5 years. 

Home -Helps  . 

During  1936,  the  County  Council  supplied  three  home-helps. 

Maternity  Hospital  and  Ante-Natal  Annexe. 

The  arrangements  made  some  years  ago  between  the  County  Council 
and  the  Maternity  Hospital  Directors  are  still  in  operation.  County 
patients  are  admitted  to  this  institution  at  a 'weekly  charge  of  30/-« 

In  1936,  73  County  patients  wore  treated  in  the  Maternity 
Hospital  and  51  in  the  /into -Natal  /inn ex e.  The  cost  to  the  County 
was  £194.17*  3d*?  as  compared  with  £88.  1.  2d.  in  1935* 

Attendances  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances,  during  the  year, 
at  the  various  Child  Welfare  Clinics :- 


Huntly 

Inverurie 

Bucksbum 

c 

0 

rH 
1 — 1 

w 

Peterhead 

Enrolled; 

Mothers 

77 

57 

90 

34 

160 

Babios  (-1  yoar) 

70 

17 

70 

11 

161 

Children  (1-5  years) 

54 

33 

42 

34 

42 

1 Total  Attendances: 
Mothers 

476 

768 

418 

220 

3526 

Babies  (-1  year) 

377 

192 

330 

66 

1794 

j Children  (l-5  years) 

266 

305 

. - ■ . ■ — 

220 

199 

707  I 

Preliminary  Survey  of  Maternal  Welfare  Services. 

In  the  end  of  1935?  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland 
called  for  a survey  of  the  Maternal  Welfare  Services  and  this  was 
submitted,  under  date  5th  March,  1936*  The  Report  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  here  given  in  full  but  an  extensive  Scheme 
will  require  to  be  drawn  up  in  connection  with  the  Maternity 
Services  (Scotland)  Act,  1937  ? which  came  into  operation  in  May, 

1937?  and  which  deals  largely  with  necessary  domiciliary  provisions. 

County  of  Aberdeen  - Maternal  Welfare. 

Report  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

INTRODUCTION; 

In  terms  of  Circular  N .M.&  C ♦ of  the  Department  of  Health 

42/1935 

for  Scotland,  dated  21st  December,  1935?  I beg  to  report  as 
follows: - 

In  / 
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In  this  Circular,  it  is  stated  that  Local  Authorities 
should  make  a survey  of  their  Maternal  Welfare  Services,  having 
in  view  the  conclusions  and  recommendations  contained  in  tho 
"Report  on  Maternal  Morbidity  and  Mortality  in  Scotland",  issued 
by  the  Department  in  1935  • 

As  regards  pathological  conditions,  the  practice  in  the 
County  of  Aberdeen  is  that,  where  such  conditions  exist  and  fail 
to  respond  to  treatment,  and  if  the  necessary  steps  for  the 
patient's  safety  cannot  otherwise  be  taken,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  at  once  informed.  Where  conditions  are  unsatis- 
factory, steps  are  taken  to  have  ante-natal  and  intra-natal  cases 
removed  to  an  institution  - either  the  Maternity  Hospital  or 
Woodend  (Municipal)  Hospital  - for  treatment.  All  post-natal 
cases  requiring  attention  are  immediately  notified  to  tho  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  are  removed  to  Hospital. 

A.  PRESENT  POSITION; 

(1)  Ante-Natal  Care; 

As  regards  ante-natal  examinations,  the  three  special  exam- 
inations referred  to  in  the  above  mentioned  Report,  are  carried 
out  by  only  a small  number  of  practitioners. 

Provision  exists  in  the  Scheme  whereby,  in  special  cases, 
Home  Helps  are  provided  for  Ante-natal  cases  on  the  request  of 
the  attending  practitioner.  In  only  one  recent  case,  however, 
has  such  a Home  Help  been  desired  or  provided.  The  request  for 
Home  Helps  is  usually  made  where,  for  domestic  reasons,  assist- 
ance is  required  during  the  puerperium,  and  such  requests  are 
always  complied  with. 

Ante-natal  institut ional  provision  is  available  in  the  Ante- 
natal Wards  attached  to  the  Aberdeen  Maternity  Hospital.  This 
is  taken  advantage  of  to  a limited  extent  in  abnormal  conditions. 

In  connection  with  cases  of  abortion,  these  are  admitted  to 
Woodend  (Municipal)  Hospital  or  to  the  Aberdeen  Royal  Infirmary. 

(2)  Intra-Natal  Care; 

In  the  County  of  Aberdeen,  five  Voluntary  Cottage  Hospitals, 
with  nine  beds  reserved  for  maternity  cases,  have  been  provided 
by  the  County  Council  as  follows; - 

Inst itution . No.  of  Beds. 

The  Hospital,  Turriff  ...  ...  4 

Insch  & District  War  Memorial 

Ho  spit  al , Ins  ch  ...  ...  2 

Nicoll  Hospital,  Rhynie  1 

Cottage  Hospital,  Fyvie  1 

Kincardine  O'Neil  War  Memorial 
Hospital,  Torphins  1 

Total  9 

These  beds  are  reserved  at  a rate  of  £25  per  bed  per  annum, 
whether  occupied  or  not,  plus  25/-  per  week  when  occupied,  and 
the  reason  for  retaining  these  beds  in  Voluntary  Institutions 
is  to  enable  doctors  to  have  their  cases  ±n  places  readily 
accessible.  Full  advantage  has  been  taken  of  these  beds,  but 
experience  has  shown  that  tho  number  and  distribution  do  not 
secure  an  adequate  provision  for  the  County  of  Aberdeen. 

The/ 
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The  further  provision  which,  it  was  hoped,  would  be  secured 
by  the  utilisation  of  the  Hospitals  at  Ellon,  Alford  and  Ballater 
as  Cottage  Hospitals  would  appear  to  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Abnormal  cases  are  sent  to  the  Aberdeen  Maternity  Hospital 
where  they  are  paid  for  by  the  County  Council. 

(3)  Post-Natal  Care; 

The  Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  Regulations  are  being  well 
carried  out  in  the  County.  All  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  are 
removed  to  a special  Ward  of  18  beds  in  the  Aberdeen  City  Hospital, 
where  there  is  a trained  staff  and  special  equipment.  With 
regard  to  Puerperal  Pyrexia  - except  in  a very  few  cases  and  these 
are  diminishing  - all  patients  thus  suffering  are  immediately 
removed  to  this  Ward  in  the  City  Hospital.  Those  not  removed 
constitute  such  cases  as  exhibit  elevation  of  temperature  due  to 
such  causes  as  mastitid  and  dondt  ipation. 

In  connection  with  Post-natal  care,  the  Report  recommends 
that:-  "no  person  suffering  from  any  infectivo  condition  should 
bo  allowed  to  come  into  contact  with  a puerporal  woman".  It  is 
acknowledged  that  ■the  idool  is  that  no  person  with  haemolytic 
streptococci  in  the  throat  or  noso  should  attond  a woman  during 
tho  puorporium,  but  the  experience  of  the  Medical  Officer  for 
Mothor  and  Child  Welfare  and  of  myself  is  that  instances  do  occur 
whore  a nurse  or  medical  attendant  harbours  these  organisms  in  the 
throat,  and  where  the  work  must  bo  carried  out  until  alternative 
attendants  can  be  secured;  tho  precautions  taken  to  render  the 
so-called  infectivo  attendants  safe  - masking  and  special  care 
with  antiseptics  - have  proved  thoroughly  effective. 

B.  GENERAL  REMARKS s 

In  the  County  Scheme  the  executive  functions  connected  with 
the  Maternity  Service,  so  far  as  they  come  within  the  purview  of 
the  Local  Authority,  are  at  present  directly  under  the  direction 
of  a Regional  Medical  Officer  for  Mother  and  Child  Welfare. 

In  suitable  cases,  selected  by  this  official,  contraceptive 
instruction  is  available  in  the  Constructive  Birth  Control  Clinic, 
4,  Gerrard  Street,  Aberdeen.  This  institution  is  conducted  by 
the  Central  Constructive  Birth  Control  Committee  in  London  and  is 
subsidised  by  the  Aberdeen  Towi  Council.  County  patients  may 
also  be  referred  by  medical  men  to  this  Clinic  for  advice. 

In  the  existing  Scheme,  an  attempt  has  been  made,  with 
success,  to  gain  the  co-operation  of  the  women  themselves.  This 
is  obtained  by  educational  talks  at  the  several  Child  Welfare 
Centres,  lectures  to  Rural  Institutes  and  to  Women's  Guilds. 

Tho  existing  Child  'Welfare  Centres  in  the  County  of  Aberdeen  are 
situated  at:-  Bucksburn,  Peterhead,  Ellon,  Huntly  and  Inverurie. 

C.  REC  CL1MENDATIQNS: 

(a)  Institutional  Accommodation: 

Experience  has  proved  that  the  institutional  provision,  both 
ante-natal  and  natal,  existing  in  tho  County  of  Aberdeen  is 
inadequate.  Stops  have  been  taken  with  a view  to  the  Council 
considering  the  advisability  of  re-opening  Ellon  Hospital  as  an 
Ante-natal  and  Natal  Hospital.  This  Hospital  ceased  to  function 
as  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  on  l6th  May,  1932,  and,  since 
that  date,  has  been  vacant.  It  would  be  possible,  at  reasonable 
expense,  to  make  this  Hospital  suitable  for  the  reception  of,  say, 
four/ 


V 


- 39  - 


four  Ante-natal  cases  and  10  or  11  Natal  cases.  The  opening 
of  Ellon  Hospital  for  this  purpose,  together  with  the  existing 
facilities  available  in  Aberdeen  City  and  elsewhere  in  the 
County,  would,  in  the  meantime,  meet  the  institutional  needs 
in  the  area,  though  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  neither  Ballater 
nor  Alford  Hospitals  are  available  for  normal  cases  as  these 
contros  would  have  served  the  upper  Deesido  and  Donsido  valleys. 

With  regard  to  Ante-natal  cases  requiring  specialist  advice, 
these  could  be  drafted,  for  examination  by  an  obstetrician,  to 
Ellon  Hospital  or  to  a Centre  in  the  City. 

In  the  near  future,  the  Aberdeen  Town  Council  intend  to 
erect  an  Ante-natal  Annexe  adjacent  to  the  New  Maternity  Hospital 
on  the  Forresterhill  site.  In  deciding  on  the  bed  accommodation, 
regard  will  be  had  to  the  Ante-natal  needs  of  the  surrounding 

areas. 

(b)  Domiciliary  Provision; 

The  recommendation  contained  in  the  Report  that  an  obstet- 
rician should  be  available  for  consultation  with  doctors  in  the 
area  is  rcgardod  as  very  sound,  and  consideration  has  been  given 
as  to  whether  it  would  bo  advisable  to  have  a whole-time 
obstetrician  operating  from  Aberdeen  and  sorving  the  City  of 
Aberdeen  and  the  Counties  of  Abordeon  and  Kincardine,  or  a part- 
time  specialist.  It  is  considered  preferable  that  a part-time 
specialist  should  meantime  bo  employed.  A senior  assistant  in 
the  Departmait  of  the  Professor  of  Midwifory  has  boon  approached 
and  suitable  terms  could  bo  arranged  whereby  his  sorvices  would 
be  available  on  call  by  practitioners  in  the  County  through  the 
Public  Health  Department  . This  arrangement  would  be  a termin- 
able one  as  experience  may  point  to  the  desirability  of  associa- 
tion of  the  post  with  the  University  Chair  or  with  the  Maternity 
Hospital  Clinician. 

In  the  County  of  Aberdeen,  there  are  40  District  Nursing 
Associations  employing  41  district  nurses  of  whom  39  are  Queen^s 
Nurses.  These  nurses  are  available  to  assist  medical  practit- 
ioners with  Ante -natal,  Natal  and  Post-natal  work.  They  do  not 
themselves  undertake  maternity  cases,  except  under  the  super- 
vision of  a doctor,  with  one  exception  (Glass)  where,  owing  to 
the  distance  from  a doctor,  the  nurse  - who  is  a certified  mid- 
wife - con  herself  conduct  delivery.  The  County  Council  makes 
a grant  of  £80  per  annum  to  these  Associations  in  payment  of 
health  services,  including  the  Maternity  Service  and  Child 
Welfare  Scheme. 

(c)  Voluntary  Notification; 

A suggestion  has  boon  made  as  to  the  advisability  of  the 
voluntary  notification  of  pregnancy.  While  such  a procedure 
is  possible  and  practicable  in  the  City  of  Aberdeen,  the  time 
does  not  seem  to  be  opportune  for  the  adqotion  of  such  a system 
in  the  County.  Steps  can  certainly  be  taken  to  instruct  the 
midwivos  and  district  nursos  (in  cases  where  a general 
practitioner’s  sorvices  have  not  been  retained  by  the  patient) 
to  notify  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  to  impending  confine- 
ments so  that  arrangements  can  be  made  for  proper  ante-natal 
care.  Before,  however,  voluntary  notification  could  be 
introduced,  a considerable  amount  of  sympathetic  propaganda 
would  require  to  be  conducted. 

(d)  / 
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(d)  Exposition  of  Schomo : 

With  regard  to  tho  extent  of  available  sorvicos,  it  is 
proposed  that,  whenever  this  Schomo  is  approved,  the  practit- 
ioners, midwivos,  district  nurses,  and  others  interested,  be 
circularised  as  to  its  detailed  provisions. 


HARRY  Jo  RAE, 

Modical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
4,  Albyn  Place, 

ABERDEEN  5th  March,  1936. 
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SECTION  IV. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES . 

Numb or  of  Schools  and  Pupils . 

Tho  number  of  schools  in  the  area  is  232.  The  number  of 
children  on  tho  rogistor  as  at  31st  July,  1936,  was  26,417.  Tho 
porcorrtago  of  attendance  was  90.2  as  compared  with  90.8  in  tho 
provious  year. 


Number  of  Visits  to  Schools . 

Tho  number  of  visits  by  the  Medical  Officers  to  schools  for 
routine  or  systematic  examination  was  499*  The  numbor  of  spocial 
visits,  that  is,  visits  other  than  for  purposes  of  systematic 
examination  was  358*  Tho  corresponding  figures  for  1934-35  woro 
539  routine  and  340  spocial  examinations. 

THE  PHYSICAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  CHILDREN . 

A.  Total  Number  of  Childron  examined  - 
(a)  Systematic  Examination  - 


Beginners  ... 

• • • 

2759 

Nine-year-olds  . . . 

• • • 

2530 

Twelve -y ear-olds 

• • • 

2647 

Sixteen-year-olds 

• • • 

221 

(b)  Spocial  Cases  examined  at  spocial 

visits  and  re -examinations . 4950 

13107 

E.  Numbor  of  children  notified  to  parents  as 

suffering  from  defects.  2104 

Number  placed  under  observation  for  ro- 
oxamination  at  subsequent  visits,  v/ith- 
out  treatment  being  recommended.  4072 

C.  Out  of  2038  defects  in  children,  1399  or  68.6^  received 
attention  during  the  year. 

In  the  following  statements,  8157  is  the  number  of  pupils  who 
underwent  the  full  systematic  examination,  the  only  exception  being 
the  statement  relating  to  visual  acuity.  The  eyesight  of  entrants 
is  not  tested,  and  tho  total  numbor  of  systematic  cases  whose  eyo- 
sight  was  tested  was  5398. 

D.  Clothing 

Clothing  was  found  to  be  insufficient,  dirty,  or  in  bad  repair 
in  only  23  or  .2  per  cent.  Six  special  cases  were  found  to  bo  un- 
satisfactory in  this  respect . 

E.  Footgear  - 

Footgear  was  found  to  bo  unsatisfactory  in  19  or  .2  per  cent 
and  in  five  special  cases. 

F.  Average  Height  and  V/ eight  of  Children 


Boys  / 


rr.. . 


No  • of 

Avorago  Ago 

AVorago  Height 

Avorago  Weight 

Childron. 

in 

yoars . 

in  inches . 

in  lbs . 

106 

4 

8/12 

40.7 

39.5 

896 

5 

4/12 

42.7 

43.1 

436 

6 

3/12 

43.9 

46.1 

78 

7 

4/12 

46.4 

48 

592 

8 

7/12 

48.1 

51.7 

688 

9 

3/12 

49.6 

56.9 

628 

11 

9/12 

51.9 

68.2 

714 

12 

2/12 

55 ’8 

69.I 

63 

15 

8/12 

65*8 

121.6 

73 

16 

2/12 

66.2 

124.3 

Girls . 

74 

4 

9/12 

41.1 

39-2 

794 

5 

6/12 

42.4 

43.2 

336 

6 

3/12 

43.7 

44.5 

39 

7 

4/12 

46.4 

48.3 

575 

8 

8/12 

48.2 

50.3 

675 

9 

3/12 

50.1 

58.7 

562 

11 

7/12 

54.9 

69.3 

743 

12 

3/12 

57.6 

76.6 

50 

15 

8/12 

63.8 

112.8 

35 

16 

2/12 

64.8 

119.1 

Cleanliness  of  Hoad 

and  Body 

- 

(a)  Hoad  - 

Dirty  or  Nits 

• • • 

• • • 

198  or  2.4  por  cont . 

Verminous  Casos 

• • • 

<*  * • 

6 or  .07  por  c ont . 

Special  Casos 

• • a 

• • • 

109 

(b)  Body  - 

Dirty 

• « • 

• • • 

19  or  .2  por  cent  . 

Verminous  Cases 

• • • 

let 

3 or  .03  por  cont . 

Special  Cases 

0 • • 

• • • 

14 

Condition  of  Skin  - 
(a)  Head  - 

Ringworm 

• • • 

2 or  .02  por  cent . 

Impetigo 

0 • • 

9 or  .1  eer  cent . 

Favus 

• • • 

- 

Other  diseases 

• • • 

12  or  .1  per  cent . 

Special  Casos 

• • • 

11 

(b)  Body  - 

Ringworm 

• 0 • 

1 or  .01  per  cent . 

Impetigo 

• • • 

11  or  .1  per  cent . 

Scabies 

• • • 

17  or  .2  per  cent . 

Other  diseases 

• • • 

14  or  .1  per  cent  . 

Special  Cases 

• « • 

28 

Nutrition  - 

Above  Average 

« • • 

• • • 

48l  or  5*8  per  cent. 

Average 

• • • 

• • • 

7273  or  89.I  " 

Below  Avorago 

• • • 

• • • 

402  or  4.9  por  cent. 

Very  Bad 

• • • 

• • • 

1 or  .01  per  cent . 

Special  Cases 

• • • 

• o • 

36 
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J.  Tooth 

Sound 

1-4  decayed 
5 or  more  decayed  . . . 
Oral  Sepsis 
Special  Gases 

K.  (a)  Nose  - 

Catarrh 

Obstruction  ... 

Other  Diseases  ... 
Special  Cases 

(b)  Throat  - 

Tonsils  - 

Slightly  enlarged  ... 
Markedly  enlarged  ... 
Special  Cases  ... 

Adenoids  - 

Probably  Present  ... 
Pres  ent  . . . 

Special  Cases 

(c)  Lymphatic  Glands  - 

1.  Submaxillary  - 

Palpably  enlarged  . . . 
Markedly  enlarged  ... 
Suppurating 
Cicatrices  ... 

Special  Cases 

2.  Cervical  - 

Palpably  enlarged  . . . 
Markedly  enlarged  . . . 
Suppurating  ... 

Cicatrices  ... 

Special  Cases 

L.  External  Eye  Disease  - 

Blepharitis  ... 

Conjunctivitis 
Corneal  Opacities  . . . 
Squint 

Other  Diseases 
Special  Cases 

M.  Visual  Acuity  - 

Good  Vision 
Fair  Vision 
Bad  Vision 
Special  Cases 

N . Ears 

Otorrhoea 
Wax 

Other  Diseases 
Special  Cases 


...  660  or  8 per  cent. 

...  5298  or  64.9  " 

2047  or  25  per  cent. 
...  152  or  1.8  per  cent. 

• . • 45 


. ..  290  or  3*5  per  cent. 

...  19  or  .2  per  cent. 

• • • " * 

. . . 82 


...  863  or  10.5  per  cent. 

...  252  or  3/per  cent. 

. . . 154 

...  102  or  1.2  per  cent. 

. . . 5 or  .05  per  cc  b . 


859  or  10.5  per  cent. 
8 or  .1  per  cent . 

56  or  .6  per  cent. 

76 

647  or  7.9  per  cent. 

2 or  .02  per  cent . 

36  or  .4  per  cent . 

22 


...  234  or  2.8  per  cent. 

...  39  or  .4  per  cont. 

...  8 or  .09  per  cont. 

...  120  or  1.4  per  cont. 

...  20  or  .2  por  cent. 

. . . 128 


...  4788  or  88.7  per  cent. 

...  503  or  9-3  per  cent. 

. ..  107  or  1.9  per  cent. 

...  172 


...  32  or  .3  per  cent. 

. . . 74  or  .9  per  cent  . 

...  2 or  .02  per  cent. 

30 


0.  / 


• 00 
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0.  Hearing 


Slightly  deaf 

• • • 

0 9 0 

6 or  .07  per 

cent . 

Markedly  deaf 

9 • • 

9 9 9 

1 or  .01  " 

ft 

Special  Gases 

O • • 

0 9 0 

7 

p. 

Speech 

Defective  Articulation 

O 9 

42  or  .5  per 

cent . 

Stammering 

• • < 

9 9 9 

16  or  .1  per 

cent . 

Special  Cases 

• • • 

9 0 9 

20 

Q' 

Mental  Condition 

Backward 

• • • 

9 9 9 

59  or  .7  per 

cent . 

Mentally  Defective  . 

9 9 9 

6 or  .07  per 

cent . 

Special  Cases 

• • • 

9 0 0 

59 

R. 

Heart  and  Circulation 

- 

Acquired  Organic 

disease 

52  or  .6  per 

cent . 

Congenital  ” 

u 

8 or  .09  per 

cent . 

Functional 

• • * 

9 9 9 

250  or  3.06  per  cent 

Anaemia 

• • • 

9 9 0 

87  or  1^06  per  cent. 

Special  Cases 

9 9 9 

81 

s. 

Lung  s -■ 

Chronic  Bronchitis  . 

9 9 9 

122  or  1.5  per  cent. 

Tuberculosis 

• • • 

9 9 9 

- 

Suspected  Tuberculosis 

9 9 

2 or  .02  per 

cent . 

Other  diseases 

• • • 

9 0 9 

59  or  »7  per 

cent  . 

Special  Cases 

• • • 

9 9 9 

35 

T. 

Nervous  System  - 

Epilepsy 

» • • 

9 9 9 

2 or  .02  per 

cent . 

Chorea 

• • • 

9 0 9 

1 or  .01  " 

M 

Paralysis 

CO* 

9 9 • 

9 or  .1  per  cent. 

Other  Diseases 

• * • 

9 0 9 

2 or  .02  per 

cent . 

Special  Cases 

o • • 

9 9 9 

9 

u. 

Tuberculosis  (Non -Pulmonary ) 

Glandular 

• • • 

9 0 9 

2 or  .02  per 

cent . 

Bones  and  Joints 

*09 

9*9 

5 or  .05  per 

cent . 

Abdominal 

9 9 9 

1 or  .01  " 

•I 

Skin 

9 0* 

0 9 9 

1 or  .01  " 

n 

Other  Forms 

0 9 9 

0*9 

- 

Special  Cases 

9 0 9 

9 9 9 

5 

V. 

Rickets 

Slight  Rickets 

9*9 

9 9 9 

41  or  .5  per 

cent . 

Marked  Rickets 

9*9 

9 9 9 

1 or  .01  " 

11 

Special  Cases 

9 9 9 

9 9 9 

2 

w. 

Deformities 

Congenital 

0 9 9 

9 9 9 

50  or  .6  per 

cent . 

Acquired 

9 0 9 

9 0 9 

68  or  .8  per 

cent . 

Special  Cases 

9 0 9 

9 C 9 

10 

X. 

Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases 

43  or  .5  per 

cent . 

Y. 

Other  Diseases  and  Defects 

0 0 9 

175  or  2.1  per  cent. 

Special  Cases 

9 0 9 

9 0 9 

93 

Dental  / 
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Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 


Whole -Time 

Part  -Time 

Inspecti on. 

Dentists  • 

Dentists . 

Number  of  schools  inspected  ... 

95 

16 

" '*  children  inspected  ... 

6999 

1675 

" " " with  sound  teeth 

2846 

406 

Percentage  of  " " " " 

42/. 

24.2/. 

Number  of  cases  where  parents  were 

notified 

4153 

1269 

" " Consents 

2801 

717 

Percentage  of  Consents 

69.8/ 

56.5/ 

Treatment . 

Number  of  centres  visited  ... 

90 

16 

" " children  recommended  and 

treated  ... 

2'jo8 

- 

Total  number  of  children  treated. 

including  "Specials" 

2905 

939 

Number  of  Extractions;- 

Temporary  

2541 

1217 

Penmnent  ... 

1237 

400 

Number  of  Fillings;- 

Temporary  ... 

522 

18 

Permanent  

1437 

160 

Amount  of  Fees  received  - £57*  !• 

6 

Eye  Treatment . 


Centres  Visited . 

Aberdeen 

Turriff 

Huntly 

Insch 

St  ri  chen 

Maud 

Kemnay 

Inverurie 

Oldmeldrum 

Alford 

Ellon 

Peterhead 

Bucks burn 

Aboyne  and  Bal later 
Fraserburgh 


Number  of  Cases  treated. 

62 

100 

85 

38 

23 

23 

38 

89 

28 

45 

27 

140 

40 

69 

137 

Tot  al  944 


Analysis  / 


•tr:  VL 
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Analysis  of  Cases* 


Spectacles  ordered  ...  ...  700 

Glasses  satisfactory  or  unnecessary  226 
Corneal  Nebulae  . . » ...  5 

Corneal  Ulcers  ...  3 

Blepharitis  3 

03-d  Iritis  ...  ...  2 

Interstitial  Keratitis  ....  1 

Aphakia  (right  ) 1 

Strumous  Ophthalmia  . 1 

Old  mnjury  (right  eye)  ....  1 

Ectropion  uveae  congenitum  ..  1 

944 


In  those  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed,  the 
various  errors  occurred  in  the  following  proportions s- 


Hyp  e rmct  r opi  a ... 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism 
Myopia 

Myopic  Astigmatism 
Mixed  Astigmatism 


352  - 50.28  per  cent. 
153  ■ 21.85  per  cent. 
93  - 13*28  per  cent. 
70  - 30  r.00  per  c >nt . 
32  - 4-57  per  cent . 


Convergent  Strabismus  was  noted  in  14.48  per  cent  of  the 
cases  of  Hypermetropia,  and  in  4.57  per  cent  of  the  cases  of 
Hypermetropic  Astigmatism. 


Associated  with  refractive  errors,  the  following  affoctions 
wore  founds-  Corneal  nebulae  and  mental  doficioncy,  choroiditis 5 
adherent  loucom&s  albinism,  congenital  coloboma  of  each  iris  and 
choroid;  congenital  coloboma  of  loft  iris  and  choroid. 


One  hundred  and  eighty  of  the  refractions  wero  noted  as 
spociaily  urgent,  including  the  f ollowlngs - One  aged  5lr  years, 
and  two  aged  13  with  -10D  spheres?  One  aged  12  with  Right  -19D, 
Left  -loL?  one  aged  6 with  -6d?  One  aged  7j  and  one  aged  9 with 
~8Dj  one  aged  11  with  R - 15D,  Left  normal;  two  aged  12,  with 
-10d,  and  -12B. 

Of  very  special  interest  is  the  case  of  ectropion  of  the 
uveae,  noted  in  the  3.934  report,  and  seen  again  this  year  with 
normal  vision  and  suffering  no  inconvenience . This  affection 
must  be  of  very  rare  occurrence,  as  it  is  the  first  seen  by  the 
Oculist  in  the  whole  of  his  experience. 

The  schoolmasters  and  officials  have  given  every  assistance, 
and  the  visiting  nurses  have  been  a great  help  in  carrying  on  the 
treatment  at  the  various  Clinics  • 

The  new  room  provided  at  the  Central  School,  F~?serburgh, 
is  a groat  improvement  on  the  previous  one,  and  enables  the  work 
to  bo  carried  on  in  much  quieter  surroundings. 
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SECTION  V. 
TUBERCULOSIS  SERVICES . 


Tho  County  Tuberculosis  Schono  was  inaugurated  in  Aberdeen  in 
1912  and  has  thus  operated  for  25  years.  The  facilities  for  the 
prevention  and  treatnent  of  the  disease  have  gradually  been  extended 
and  the  Council  now  has  a very  complete  anti-tuberculosis  organisa- 
tion. 


Until  a specific  remedy  has  been  found  against  tuberculosis, 
preventive  measures  must  continue  to  be  taken  to  safeguard  children 
against  gross  infection  from  tuberculous  adults  and  against  infection 
from  milk  from  tuberculous  cows.  Further,  when  adults  have  become 
affected,  every  endeavour  must  be  made  to  have  cases  recognised  when 
the  disease  is  in  its  early  stages  as,  only  then,  is  prompt  treatnent 
likely  to  lead  to  its  arrest. 

The  practice  in  the  County  is  to  have  early  and  "suspect" 
cases  examined  either  at  one  of  the  six  Dispensaries  or  in  their 
homes.  Diagnosis  is  often  assisted  by  X-rays  and  provision  for  the 
taking  of  skiagrams  exists  at  Woodend  Hospital,  Aberdeen.  Pre- 
tuberculous  children,  that  is,  children  with  a tuberculous  stigma 
but  with  no  evidence  of  actual  tuberculosis,  are  treated,  in  many 
cases  for  prolonged  periods,  at  Linn  Moor  Convalescent  Home,  Culter. 
Early  cases  are  sent  to  Newhills  Sanatorium,  Bucksburn,  and  more 
advanced  cases  to  Strichen  Hospital.  Those  that  require  highly 
specialised  treatment,  such  as  thoracoplasty  and  the  induction  of 
pneumo-thorax,  are  admitted  to  Woodend  Hospital  which  also  accommod- 
ates cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  from  the  County.  A small 
number  of  non-pulmonary  cases,  of  non-inf ectious  "type,  are  treated 
in  the  several  Cottage  Hospitals  in  the  County. 

For  selected  cases,  especially  post-institutional  cases, 
shelters  are  provided,  and,  under  tho  domiciliary  section  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Scheme,  special  foods  and  drugs  are  supplied  when  such 
are  necessary  for  the  patients’  welfare  or  recovery. 

NOTIFICATIONS . 

During  1936,  222  new  cases  were  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  as  compared  with  185  in  1935 • In  addition  to  the  222  new 
notifications,  4 cases  were  notified  by  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
of  the  areas  in  which  they  previously  resided  and  were  classified  as 
"transfers".  There  were  also  24  re-notifications  of  cases  who  had 
been  previously  notified  in  the  County  or  had  been  notified  by  more 
than  one  practitioner. 

Of  the  222  cases  notified,  80  suffered  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis and  142  from  non-pulmcnary  tuberculosis.  In  recent  years, 
there  has  been  a marked  decline  in  the  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis - as  reckoned  from  the  numbers  notified  - and  it  must  be 
acknowledged  that  the  recorded  incidence  is  reasonably  accurate  as 
the  completeness  of  notification  is  proportionate  to  the  facilities 
provided  by  a Local  Authority. 

Although  the  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  has  fallen 
to  a remarkable  degree,  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  which  is  almost  entirely  due  to  milk  infection  and  can 
only  be  eradicated  by  providing  a tubercle-free  milk  supply  for  the 
community.  This  can  bo  done  only  by  the  building  up  of  tuborcle- 
free  herds,  which  is  meantime  impracticable,  or  by  supplying  milk 
which/ 


’ ') 
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which  has  boon  efficiently  pasteurised  by  the  "holder"  method. 

Tho  distribution  of  the  notified  cases  in  ago  and  sox  groups 
is  given  in  Table  I . 

TABLE  I . 


Number  of  Cases  notified  as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  in  1936* 


• 1 0 : u-\ 

-Hi  H 

i i '& 

S-i  i xJ  h l S U 

© | £ flj  ; cd  0 

X!  i © XJ 
S3  i 3 ; O sri 

P ! U\  3 ! r-i  P 

WN 

CNJ 

§ & 
X3 
1f\  c; 
r-i  3 

Vf\ 

rn 

xs 

(3  Q 

X) 

)0  £ 
CM 

Xr\  | ITs  : 

<3-  1 \£>  i CO 

X>  X i tJ  T* 

§ Sr>  j 3 U j S3  U 

co  © : <n  © : cc  oi 

T’  ' Xj  j ’ 

1A  3 UA  s!  ! Vv  P, 

M 3 ; ^ 3 sD  3 

Total . 

Pulmonary  :VM  l.ee 

i|i|  1 

8 

13 

5 6 | 1 

36 

(Females 

- 1 1 1 1 

19 

9 

6 6:  2 

44 

_ _ (Males 

19 

9 

3 1 4 1 

69 

Non-Pulmonary,Faiialeg 

7 | 14  | 15 

19 

6 

4 I 5 I 3 

73 

Total  ... 

21  | 2b  | 28 

65 

37 

18  21  ! 6 

222 

f 

Sources  of  Notifications. 


The  sources  of  the  notified  cases  were  as  follows: - 


1.  Notified  by  General  Practitioners  

2.  Notified  by  Medical  Officers  of  Medical  or 

Surgical  Hospitals  ...  ...  

3»  Notified  by  County  Medical  Officers  of  Health 

4.  Notified  by  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of 

other  areas  { “Transfers r)  ...  

5»  Notified  by  Medical  Officers  of  Mental 

Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6.  Re-notif neat ions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


195 

21. 

2 

4 

5 
<*23 
250 


Localisation  of Pis  ease . 

The  parts  of  tho  body  affected  .1:  tho  142  non -pulmonary  cases 


wore: 

1. 

Glends  ...  ...  ... 

• • 0 

9 0* 

• 9 • 

87 

2. 

Bones  and  Joints  . ... 

9 • 0 

9 9 • 

0 9 9 

26 

3. 

Brain  membranes  . ... 

0 c • 

• 09 

9 9 9 

6 

4. 

Abdomen  ...  ...  ... 

0*9 

• 0 9 

9 9 9 

16 

5. 

Other  sites  (including  lupus) 

• O 0 

9 9 9 

142 

Oc  cupati  onal_ 

Incidence . 

The  vocations  of  the  222  cases  notified  are  given  in  the 
following  tables - 

TABLE  II  / 
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TiiBLE  II : 


Occupati on . 

Number  of 

Gases 

Total 

Pulmonary j 

Non-pulmonary . 

Schoolgirls 

32 

3 

29 

Housewives 

26 

16 

10 

Farm  Servants 

23 

4 

19 

Schoolboys 

23 

3 

20 

Domestic  Servants 

18 

10 

8 

At  Home 

14 

4 

10 

Labourers 

9 

6 

3 

Fishermen 

5 

4 

1 

Millworkers 

4 

3 

1 

Farmers 

3 

1 

2 

No  occupation 

11 

8 

3 

Miscellaneous 

54 

18 

36 

Totals 

222 

80 

142 

MORTALITY  o 


The  number  of  cases,  notified  in  193&  and.  dying  before  the 
end  of  the  year,  was  21.  The  percentage  of  deaths  to  notific- 
ations within  the  year  was  9 »5  as  compared  with  12.9  in  1935? 

11.2  in  1934|  13.2  in  1933  and  10.8  in  1932. 

All  forms  of  tuberculosis  accounted  for  67  deaths,  of  which 
50  were  pulmonary  and  17  n on -pulmonary . The  total  number  of  deaths 
in  1935  was  66;  in  1934,  97;  in  1933?  99?  and  in  1932  and  1931, 
104. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  Aberdeen- 
shire, namely,  67?  represents  a death-rate  of  .46  per  1,000  of 
population.  The  50  deaths  attributable  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
represent  a death-rate  of  .34  per  1,000. 

In  Scotland,  in  1936,  there  were  3664  deaths  from  tuber- 
culosis. Lung  tuberculosis  accounted  for  2753  deaths,  and  tuber- 
culosis in  other  parts  of  the  body  for  911*  In  1935  and  in  1936, 
the  death-rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  for  the  via  ole  of 
Scotland  was-. 74  per  1,000  of  population;  this  established  a low 
record.  Tho  death-rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  193&? 
namely,  .55  per  1,000,  was  the  lowest  yet  recorded,  but  the  death- 
rate  from  non-pulmonary  tuborculosis  rose  from  .17  per  1,000  in 

1935  to  .18  in  1936. 

In  Table  III  are  given  the  ages  at  death,  in  five  age- 
groups,  amongst  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuborculosis  during  the  past 
seven  years : - 


TABLE  III  / 


* 
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TABLE  III . 


Ago  Groups 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

1931 

1930 

Under  15  years 

1 

1 

4 

2 

6 

7 

5 

15-25  years 

5 

6 

15 

12 

11 

13 

18 

25-45 

26 

20 

24 

34 

33 

32 

26 

45-65  ,! 

14 

26 

16 

17 

18 

17 

Over  65  " 

4 

2 

5 

3 

4 

4 

- 

Totals 

50 

36 

74 

67 

71 

74 

66 

TREATI  LENT . 


1.  Institutional  Treatment  . 


The  distribution  of  the  222  primary 
Table  IV. 

cases  is 

shown  in 

TABLE  IV. 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

A.  Admitted  to  approved  institutions 

55 

79 

B.  No+  admitted  to  approved 
institutions  because;- 

(l)  Refused  to  go  to  institutions 

6 

- 

(2)  Inmates  of  Asylum,  etc. 

5 

- 

(3)  Inmates  of  Voluntary  Hospitals. 

4 

17 

(4)  Unsuitable  for  instututional 
treatment  or  such  treatment 
not  required . 

10 

43 

(5)  Attending  Lupu.3  Clinic 

- 

2 

(6)  Attending  Ultra-violet  ray  Clinic 

- 

1 

80 

142 

Thus,  134  of  the  notified  primary  cases  received  institut- 
ional treatment.  In  addition,  several  patients  roceived  treatment 
who  had  been  notified  in  years  previous  to  1936*  Some  were 
admitted  for  diagnostic  purposes  only.  Several  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  attended  as  out-patients  at  Woodend  and  the  City 
Hospitals  for  artificial  pneumothorax  treatment. 

In  the  following  Table  is  given  the  distribution  in 
Sanatoria  and  Hospitals  of  the  cases  first  notified  in  1936,  of 
those  who  were  notified  prior  to  1936  but  who  received  treatmait 
for  the  first  tim9  in  that  year,  and  of  observation  and  pre- 
tuberculous  cases; - 


TABLE  / 
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TA BLEV. 


Insured 

Uninsured 

Institutions  . 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Sanatoria  ... 

4 

1 

4 

7 

16 

Hospitals  » « * 

42 

20 

32 

62 

156 

Linn  Moor  Convalescent 
Home  . . . 

m 

- 

46 

22 

68 

Totals  ... 



46 

21 

82 

91 

240 

Duration  of  Treatment . 


The  average  duration  of  stay  in  institutions  was  151  days. 
Dental  Treatment . 

The  whole-time  School  Dental  Surgeons  visit  the  tuberculosis 
institutions  and  carry  out  necessary  treatment . The  work  performed 
by  them  during  193&  is  shown  in  the  following  Table. 


TABLE  VI . 


Name  of  Institution 

Treatment  carried  out 

Total 

Total 
number  of 

patients 
treated . 

Extraction 

Filling 

Scaling 

| number  of 
"Treatment  s" 

Newhills  Sanatorium 

30 

1 

7 

38 

29 

Linn  Moor  Convalescent 

Home,  Culter. 

58 

1 

1 

60 

40 

1 

St ri chen  Hospital 

32 

1 

2 

35 

32  | 

Totals 

120 

3 

10 

133 

101  f 

2.  Domiciliary  Treatment . 

Special  foods  to  the  value  of  £357*14*2  and  drugs  costing 
£217:  5J6-gd.  were  supplied  to  59  patients.  Forty-six  selected 
patients  had  the  use  of  open  shelters. 


3*  Dispensary  Treatment . 

Six  dispensaries  serve  the  County.  These  are  conducted 
at  the  following  centres:-  The  Central  Dispensary  at  4,  Albyn 
Place,  Aberdeen,  and  branch  dispensaries  at  Huntly,  Inverurie, 
Peterhead,  Fraserburgh  and  Bucksburn.  At  the  Central  Dispensary, 
patients  are  examined  every  Friday,  and  at  the  branch  dispensaries 
clinics  are  conducted  fortnightly.  In  Table  VII  are  given  the 
numbers  who  attended  the  individual  clinics  and  also  the  total 
number  of  visits  to  these  clinics: - 


TABLE  / 
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TABLE  VII . 

Dispensary . 

Number  of 
Patients . 

Total  Number 
of  Visits. 

1.  Central 

228 

298 

2.  Huntly 

22 

00 

vO 

3.  Inverurie 

14 

78 

4.  Peterhead 

55 

152 

5»  Fraserburgh 

34 

94 

6 . Bucksbum 

19 

68 

Totals  372 

CO 

tr\ 

e— 

During  193&s  the  number  of  attendances  for  radiograms  of 
chest  or  other  parts  of  the  body  taken  either  at  the  City  Hospital 
or  at  Woodend  Hospital  was  69 5*  Of  the  695  attendances,  484 

attendances  wore  made  by  in-patients  and  211  out-patients.  The 
total  number  of  films  taken  was  812.  In  1935s  7 55  radiograms 
wore  taken. 
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SECTION  VI. 

PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  MEDICAL  SERVICES . 
Buchan  Combination  Homo. 


During  193&?  Dr.  Andrew  Dickson,  Old  Deer,  acted  as  Clinical 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Buchan  Combination  Home. 

He  has  submitted  the  following  report s- 

"I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  regarding  the  Maud  Home 
for  the  year  ended  December,  193&*  As  successor  to  Dr. James 
Laird  Dudgeon,  Old  Deer,  I have  had  the  privilege  of  attending 
the  Maud  Home  as  Medical  Officer. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  administrative 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Home. 

The  Institution  is  in  a good  state  of  preservation  both 
outside  and  inside. 

The  accommodation  has  been  in  no  way  taxed  during  the  year 
under  review. 

The  Home  is  heated  by  a low  pressure  hot  water  circulation 
uhich  is  comparatively  modern  and  maintains  an  equable  temper- 
ature throughout  the  building. 

There  is  an  electric  plant  on  the  premises,  which  supplies 
sufficient  light  . 

The  only  method  of  ventilation  is  the  natural  system.  The 
windows  serve  as  the  chief  fresh  air  inlet,  the  vitiated  air 
being  extracted  by  the  chimneys  and  square  box  ventilators  in 
the  roof  leading  into  the  chimneys.  The  majority  of  rooms  do 
not  admit  of  perflation. 

The  inmates  are  classified  according  to  their  physical 
condition.  There  is  no  special  time  for  the  revision  of  this 
classification,  but  any  inmate  requiring  special  attontion  is 
transferred  to  the  appropriate  class.  They  are  also  encouraged 
to  do  useful  work  according  to  their  mental  and  physical  capabil- 
ities . 

The  nursing  attention,  supervised  by  the  matron,  proves  to 
bo  adequate. 

There  is  a male  and  female  sick  ward . 

Cases  of  acute  illness  are  not  sent  to  the  Home.  With  the 
exception  of  eleven  cases  of  influenza  and  two  of  broncho- 
pneumonia, the  cases  were  of  trivial  or  transitory  illness. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  refer  two  cases  to  another  Institut- 
ion on  account  of  their  mental  condition.  One  case  was  referred 
to  the  Aberdeen  Royal  Infirmary  for  X-Ray  and  further  investig- 
ation. 

The  Public  Health  Bacteriological  Services  wore  utilisod  from 
time  to  time  in  the  investigation  of  cases. 

Post -maternity  cases  wore  brought  back  to  the  Home  from  the 
various  Cottage  Hospitals  in  the  Cpunty  until  arrangements  were 
rnado  for  their  further  care. 

During  tho  year  there  wore  47  inmates  treated  in  the  sick- 
wards.  There  wore  36  discharged.  Five  died,  and  there  were 
0 remaining  on  31st  December. 

The/ 
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The  Home  is  visited  by  me  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays  and  at  any  other  time  as  required  by  the  incidence 
of  sickness . 

Any  complaint  of  sickness  made  by  an  inmate  was  promptly 
attended  to  by  the  nursing  staff,  examined  by  the  Medical 
Officer  and  referred  to  the  sick-ward,  if  necessary. 

Medicines  are  supplied  to  the  sick  patients  as  directed 
by  the  Medical  Officer. 

The  cleanliness  of  the  patients  and  tho  hygiene  of  the 
wards  are  attended  to  satisfactorily.  Those  who  are  unable 
to  keep  themselves  clean  by  regular  bathing  are  bed -bathed. 

Various  patients  required  teeth  extracted  during  tho 
year.  This  was  done  by  the  Medical  Officer.  Many  of  the 
patients  would  benefit  by  further  dental  facilities  as  it  was 
folt  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  Medical  Officer  to  do  all 
the  dental  extractions  which  should  bo  done. 

Provision  is  made  for  isolation  of  cases  in  a room  adjoin 
ing  the  Porter's  Lodge. 

The  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  is  adequate,  and  the 
water-closets  are  modern.  The  drains  are  in  good  condition 
and  efficiently  trapped. 

The  inmates  obtain  excellent  food  in  an  adequate  quantity 
Special  provision  is  made  for  tho  sick-vrrds  pat.. cats  where 
necessary,  and  also  for  young  children". 


The  One-purpose  Institution. 

The  hope  that  Buchan  Combination  Hone  would  bo  convortod 
into  a One-purpose  Institution  has  not  yet  been  fulfilled.  With 
a view  to  effecting  this,  negotiations  with  neighbouring  Local 
Authorities  are  proceeding. 

Other  Institutional  Accommodation. 

Tho  ordinary  sick,  other  than  those  requiring  specialist 
or  surgical  treatment,  wore  admittod  to  the  Thonas  Walker 
Hospital,  Frasorburgh,  the  Homo,  Peterhead,  and  tho  several 
voluntary  Cottago  Hospitals  in  the  County. 

Acute  medical  and  surgical  cases  received  treatment 
in  the  Aberdeen  Royal  Infirmary.  A few  such  cases  wore  treated 
in  Woodond  (Municipal)  Hospital. 


: . i.  • 
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SECTION  VII. 
NURSING  SERVICES . 


When  the  County  Nursing  Association  was  formed  in  1921,  only 
24  District  Nursing  Associations  became  affiliated  to  the  County 
Nursing  Association.  The  number  gradually  increased  until,  at  the 
end  of  1936,  there  were  40  District  Nursing  Associations.  Stoneywood 
District  Nursing  Association  employs  two  nurses  and  thus  there  are  41 
District  Nurses  in  the  County.  Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby 
the  District  Nurse,  stationed  at  Rothiemay,  in  Banffshire,  performs 
nursing  duties  in  the  Kinnoir  district. 

The  Nursing  Services  in  the  County  are  not  yet  complete. 

Even  although  a few  District  Nursing  Associations  have  been  able  to 
extend  their  boundaries  through  the  provision  of  motor  transport  for 
their  nurses,  nevertheless  a definite  portion  of  the  County  is  still 
without  an  organised  nursing  service.  In  several  areas,  especially 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fraserburgh  and  Peterhead,  it  has  not  been 
found  possible  to  form  Associations.  It  is  hoped  in  the  near  future 
to  establish  an  adequate  nursing  service  in  the  Burgh  of  Fraserburgh. 

Each  approved  District  Nursing  Association  receives  £80  per 
annum  from  the  County  Council  in  respect  of  the  nurse's  work  in 
connection  with  the  three  statutory  Schemes  - Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare,  Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment  of  School  Children,  and 
Tuberculosis  - and  in  respect  of  attendance  on  sick  persons  in  receipt 
of  Public  Assistance  and  for  visitation  of  boarded -out  persons.  The 
sum  of  £80  is  the  basic  grant,  but  in  several  cases  a supplementary 
grant  has  been  given.  It  is  open  to  any  Association  to  make  a claim 
for  a supplementary  grant  on  condition  that  it  is  prepared  to  show 
financial  need,  systematic  and  adequate  local  effort  for  self- 
support,  or  difficulty  in  meeting  the  cost  of  motor  transport.  Where 
District  Nursing  Associations  can  show  due  cause,  grants  varying  from 
£15  to  £40  have  been  given  by  the  County  Nursing  Association  towards 
the  purchase  or  renewal  of  cars . 

During  the  year,  a report  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
on  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  a County  Superintendent  was 
considered  by  the  County  Nursing  Association  but  the  Association 
considered  that  the  time  was  not  opportune  for  making  such  an 
appointment . 

The  Inspector  of  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing 
visited  the  several  Queen’s  Nurses  in  Aberdeenshire  and  submitted 
the  following  report :- 

"During  the  months  of  September,  October,  and  part  of 
November  thirty-nine  of  the  Queen's  Nurses  employed  by  the 
affiliated  Associations  in  Aberdeenshire  were  visited. 

The  work  seen  was  uniformly  well  done  and  in  some 
districts  a high  standard  is  reached.  The  Maternity  Service 
continues  to  be  appreciated  and  in  several  districts  the 
number  of  cases  attended  showed  an  increase.  The  nurses 
are  all  keenly  interested  in  this  branch  of  the  work  and 
good  results  accrue. 

The  various  branches  of  Public  Health  work  were  seen. 
Thaeeduties  are  undertaken  in  a methodical  manner,  the  nurses 
on  the  whole  being  keenly  interested  in  the  preventive  side 
of  their  work . 


There/ 
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There  are  still  a few  un -nursed  areas,  but  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  some  of  the  local  Committees  are 
endeavouring  to  extend  their  districts  to  take  in  the  Un- 
nursed ground. 


The  Hospital  at  Turriff  has  just  completed  a satis- 
factory first  year  and  is  proving  a great  advantage. 

The  homes  and  lodgings  provided  for  tno  nurses  are 
very  comfortable  and  testify  to  the  interest  taken  by  the 
various  Gommitiees  in  this  important  item  which  means  so 
much  to  the  nurses.  During  the  year,  three  additional 
cars  were  provided  for  the  use  of  nurses  in  the  County  and 
these  are  much  appreciated.  The  transport  arrangements 
are  all  very  good. 

It  is  felt  that  in  a.  County  so  large  as  Aberdeenshire 
the  employment  of  a County  Superintendent  would  do  much  to 
help  the  work  and  would  great jy  assist  the  young  nurses  in 
performing  their  varied  duties. 

The  books  reveal  a gooc.  record  of  work  and  are  kept  up 
to  date.  The  bags  and  equipment  are  satisfactory.  Uniform 
is  regulation  and  in  most  cases  smart .ly  worn". 

A Table  is  herewith  appended  to  show  the  time  spent  by  the 
District  Nurses  cn  the  three  principal  statutory  schemes,  and  on 
all  other  work.  A percentage  comparison  is  made  with  1.935* 


Year 

Hours  scent  on 

Total 

Met  eraity 

Tuberculosis  Cell  cols 

All  other  work 

1936  : 26,949 

1,877  I 5,234 

47,174 

81,234 

1936  « n 

percentage  be*-1- 

2»3  6. a 

53.07 

100. 

1935 

percentage 

20.3 

1.7  4.2 

73*6 

i 

100 . i 

i 

Is  is  gratifying  to  note  that  an  increased  amount  of  time 
has  been  spent  on  each  of  the  statutory  schemes#  In  the  case  of 
the  School  Services,  the  importance,  from  the  preventive  aspect, 
of  "following  up'1  defective  children  and  of  periodic  visitation 
to  the  Schools  is  being  more  and  more  appreciated. 
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SECTION  VIII . 

THE  TREATMENT  OF  VENEREAL  DISEASES  - 


During  the  War,  there  was  such  an  increased  incidence  of 
Venereal  Diseases  that  legislation  was  introduced  in  order  to  deal 
with  these  ailments.  In  1916,  there  was  passed  the  Public  Health 
(Venereal  Diseases)  Regulation  (Scotland)  which  empowered  Local 
Authorities  to  make  Schemes  for  prevention,  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment. Unfortunately,  practically  all  the  Schemes  in  operation 
deal  with  diagnosis  and  treatment  and  the  preventive  side  is 
largely  confined  to  lectures  and  instructional  literature. 

A Joint  Venereal  Diseases  Scheme  was  prepared  in  1919* 

This  embraced  the  City  of  Aberdeen,  County  of  Aberdeen  and  the 
North-Eastern  Counties.  Later  the  Counties  of  Orkney  and 
Zetland  were  amalgamated  in  this  Scheme . 

There  are  two  Venereal  Diseases  Centres  in  the  area,  one 
situated  at  the  Aberdeen  Royal  Infirmary  and  the  other  at  the  City 
Hospital,  Aberdeen.  The  medical  Staff  employed  to  deal  with  this 
work  comprises  a whole-time  and  a part-time  Venereal  Diseases 
Officer. 


Number  of  New  Cases . 


The  number  of  new  cases  attending  for  treatment  during 
each  year  since  1925  was  as  follows s- 


1925 

• • • • t • 

• • • 

94 

cases • 

1926 

• 0 • • • • 

• • • 

96 

r« 

1927 

• • * • • 0 

• • • 

98 

ti 

1928 

• t 0 0 • • 

• • • 

108 

it 

1929 

• • • • » • 

000 

131 

ti 

1930 

• c • « • • 

• • 0 

124 

»! 

1931  ... 

• ••  • • • 

• • • 

172 

ft 

1932 

9 • * • • 0 

• • • 

133 

II 

1933  ... 

• • « • « • 

• • • 

131 

It 

1934  . . . 

000  • • • 

• • • 

190 

II 

1935  . . . 

• ci  0 0 • 

• • • 

183 

II 

1936  ... 

© • « • 0 • 

• • • 

182 

II 

182  new  cases 

treated  in 

1936 

0 35 

suffered  from 

syphilis,  94-  from  gonorrhoea,  7 from  chancre,  33  from  non-specific 
venereal  infections,  and  13  persons  attended  for  conditions  othor 
than  venereal.  The  35  new  cases  of  acquired  syphilis  are  classi- 
fied as  under  according  to  the  stage  of  diseases  - 


Primary . 

Secondary . 

Tertiary,  i 

i 

Congenital 
Syphilis . 

| Total.  } 

Hale  ; Female 

Male  1 

Female 

i ! 

Male  Female : 

Male  Female 

1 

(Male  Female  1 

i i ! 

H 

j 

5 

\ 

1 

Vjts 

O 
1 — I 

2 | 6 

I ' : " ' ' j 

j 22  13  ; 

Number  of  New  Cases  treated  in  Institutions. 

Twenty-five  cases  were  admitted  to  the  special  wards  of  the 
Aberdeen/ 
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Aberdeen  Royal  Infirmary.  Of  these,  11  were  males  and  14 
females.  Eight  suffered  from  syphilis,  12  from  gonorrhoea, 

2 from  soft  chancre,  2 from  a non-specific  venereal  infection 
and  1 from  a condition  other  than  venereal. 


The  numbers  of  new  cases  treated  in  institutions  since 
1925  were  as  follows  s- 


1925 

• • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

16 

cases 

1926 

• • • 

• © • 

• 99 

15 

n 

1927 

9 9 • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

20 

n 

1928 

• • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

31 

t» 

1929 

9 9 9 

• • • 

9 9 9 

25 

tt 

1930 

• 99 

• • • 

9 9 9 

22 

H 

1931 

9 • • 

9 9 9 

0 9 9 

34 

II 

1932 

• • • 

• • • 

9 9 9 

35 

II 

1933 

• • • 

• •• 

• •9 

29 

If 

1934 

• • • 

• 99 

9 9 9 

28 

II 

1935 

• © • 

• 09 

9 9 9 

27 

II 

1936 

• • • 

• 99 

9 9 9 

25 

11 

Number  of  Attendances  of  Outdoor  Cases  at  Treatment  Centres . 

In  19365  the  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Treatment 
Centres  was  4,988.  The  numbers  attending  in  1935  were  5,273, 
in  1934  - 4,355,  in  1933  - 3,861,  in  1932  - 3,959,  in  1931  - 
3,803,  in  1930  - 3,930,  in  1929  - 3,227,  in  1928  - 3,06l,  in 
1927  - 3,301,  and  in  1926  - 2,231- 

Supply  of  Special  Drugs  for  Syphilis. 

Thirteen  practitioners  were  supplied  with  325  doses  of 
anti -syphilitic  drugs . 

Particulars  relative  to  the  supply  of  drugs  during  the 
past  twelve  years  are  given  hereunder;  - 


YEAR. 

Institutions . 

Private  Practitioners. 

Number  of 
Institutions . 

Number  of 
doses . 

Number  of 
Practitioners . 

Number 
of  doses. 

1925 

10 

46 

1926 

- 

- 

36 

288 

1927 

- 

- 

13 

92 

1928 

3 

62 

21 

120 

1929 

3 

48 

24 

161 

1930 

- 

14 

136 

1931 

4 

313 

13 

117 

1932 

- 

6 

176 

1933 

1 

17 

7 

133 

1934 

1 

15 

15 

272 

1935 

- 

16 

408 

1936 

- 

- 

13 

325 

In  1936,  the  Wassermann  Reaction  was  performed  in  925  cases, 
with  positive  results  in  287  cases.  The  exudate  was  examined  in 
5 cases,  and  of  these  3 were  positive.  Examination  for  gono- 
cocci was  made  in  1079  instances,  and  in  209  the  results  were 
positive . 

Of  the  2009  specimens  examined,  230  were  sont  by  general 
practitioners . 


"Incomplete"/ 
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"Incomplet e,;  cases. 

It  must  again  be  emphasised  that  one  of  the  chief 
difficulties  in  connection  with  all  Venereal  Diseases  Schemes 
is  the  "incomplete"  case,  that  is,  the  case,,  that  attends  for 
treatment  and.  discontinues  treatment  when  the  visible  signs 
of  the  disease  have  disappeared. 

Among  the  methods  of  combating  venereal  disease  is 
compulsory  notification  which,,  of  necessity,  must  be  followed 
by  compulsory  treatment,  but  the  time  does  not  seem  to  be 
opportune  for  the  adoption  of  this  measure.  The  result  is 
that,  in  respect  of  Syphilis,  many  cases  who  could  be  perman- 
ently cured  by  a continuous  course  of  treatment  derive  only 
temporary  benefit  and  may  ultimately  develop  general  paralysis 
cr  locomotor  ataxia. 

In  193^;.  20  cases  failed  to  complete  treatment,  as 
compared  with  10  in  1935  end  9 in  1934- • The  20  "incomplete" 
cases  comprised  5 males  and  10  females  suffering  from  syphilis, 
3 males  and  1 female  suffering  from  gonorrhoea  and  T male 
suffering  from  non-specific  venereal  disease. 

It  is  regrettable  that  persons  suffering  from  venereal 
disease  get  treatment  free  of  cost  and  con  discontinue  treat- 
ment at  will.  The  only  method  of  teaching  the  public  the 
dangers  of  these  diseases  and  the  risk  run  by  the  "incomplete" 
case  is  by  educational  measures.  During  the  year,  lectures, 
illustrated  by  films,  were  given  by  the  Chief  Venereal 
Diseases  Officer  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  Social 
Hygiene  Council.. 
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SECTION  IX . 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  SERVICES • 


The  County  Bacteriological  work  is  performed  by  Dr.  John 
Smith,  M.D.,  D.Sc.  , M.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  at  the  City  Laboratory, 
Urquhart  Road,  Aberdeen. 


The  following  is  a record  of  the  work  carried  out  for  the 
County  Council  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1936s- 

Grand 

Positive.  Negative . Total.  Total . 

DIPHTHERIA. 


Throat,  nose  and  ear  swabs  1,894 

TUBERCULOSIS . 

Sputa  91 

Pus  1 

Faeces  0 

Urines  0 

Cerebro-spinal  fluids  1 

Pleural  fluids  0 

Knee  fluids  0 

Neck  glands  2 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Blood  cultures  0 

Widals  1 

Faeces  1 

U ranes  0 

P/IRA-TYPHOID  FEVER  A.B.  and  C. 

Blood  cultures  3 

Widals  6 

Faeces  0 

Urines  1 

UNDULANT  FEVER. 

Blood  agglutinations  0 

BACILLARY  DYSENTERY. 

Faeces  l8 

Blood  agglutinations  1 

L.  ICTFROH  AEMORRH  AG  I AE . 

Blood  agglutinations  0 


140 

11,034 

11,034 

332 

423 

14 

15 

5 

5 

59 

59 

2 

3 

10 

10 

2 

2 

0 

2 

519 

31 

31 

45 

46 

18 

19 

5 

101 

6 

9 

132 

138 

7 

7 

7 

8 

162 

46 

46 

46 

76 

94 

0 

JL. 

95 

4 

4 

4 

Carry  forward 


11,961 


t. 


r 
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Grand 

Positive.  Negative. 

Total.  Total 

Brought  forward 

11,961 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Wasserm&nn  Reactions  287 

638 

925 

Kahn  Tests  286 

635 

921 

Gonococcal  smears  209 

370 

1?079 

2,925 

BIOCHEMICAL  EXAMINATIONS . 

Blood  sugars 

64 

Blood  ureas 

62 

Urine  sugars 

4 

Urine  ureas 

3 

Faeces  for  blood 

43 

Van  den  Bergh  test 

1 

Icteric  Index 

1 

Blood  calcium 

1 

179 

GENERAL  EXAMINATIONS . 

Blood  cultures 

26 

Blood  counts 

59 

Differential  cell  counts 

102 

Vaccines 

32 

Histological  specimens 

24 

Faeces  for  protozoa 

5 

An imal  sp  ec  imen  s 

2 

Waters  for  lead 

3 

Autopsies 

1 

Sputum  for  organisms 

56 

Throat,  nose  and  ear  swabs  for 

organisms . 

857 

Eye  swabs  for  organisms 

7 

Pus  and  fluids  for  organisms 

75 

Faeces  for  organisms 

7 

Nasopharyngeal  swabs 

2 

Urines;  pathological  examination 

242 

bacteriological  examination 

214 

Waters;  bacteriological  examination 

22 

Milks;  bacterial  count 

67 

organisms 

27 

tubercle  bacilli  (microscopic 

examination  only) 

15 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  0 

5 

5 

Miscellaneous 

J3 

1,863 

ANIMAL  INOCULATION . 

Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  milk 

deposit  for  tubercle  bacilli 

(Semples  taken  from  farms) 

338 

Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  milk 

deposit  for  tubercle  bacilli 

(Semples  taken  from  Aberdeen  Milk 

Agency  and  Dairies;  -g-  of  total  number) 

181 

Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  urine  for 

tubercle  bacilli 

14 

Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  pus  for 
tubercle  bacilli  4 

Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  pleural 
fluid  for  tubercle  bacilli  8 


Carry  forward 


16,928 


■ 
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Grand. 

Positivo.  Negatives . Total.  Total . 


Brought  forward  16,928 


JNIMRL  INOCULATION  ( cont  d . ) 

Guinoa  pigs  inoculated  with  sputum 
for  tubercle  bacilli 
Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  knee 
fluid  for  tubercle  bacilli 
Guinea  pigs  inoculated  with  throat 
or  nose  swabs  for  virulence  test 
for  B.  diphtheriae 
Mice  inoculated  with  sputum  for 
typing  of  pneumococci. 


1 

2 


25 

_4 511 

17,505 


From  l6th  May,  1934,  the  County  Laboratory  work  has  been 
performed  at  the  City  Hospital  Laboratory.  The  work  has 
increased  by  leaps  and  bounds  and  this  is  chiefly  due  to  the 
splendid  facilities  provided  and  to  the  excellent  work  of  the 
Regional  Bacteriologist.  The  general  practitioners  appreciate 
and  take  full  advantage  of  this  branch  of  the  Public  Health 
Service. 

As  showing  the  growth  of  the  work,  the  total  number  of 
examinations  carried  out  and  the  number  of  animal  inoculations 
made  since  the  inception  of  the  Scheme  are  as  follows: - 


Total  Animal 

Examination . Inoculations . 

May  - December,  1934  8,247  •••  178 

January  - December,  1935  10,l8l  ...  411 

January  - December,  1936  17,505  577* 


, •:  .■ 


V. 
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SECTION  Xq 
VETERINARY  SERVICES . 

REPORT  BY  COUNTY  VETERINARY  INSPECTOR  ON  THE  OPERATION  OF 
THE  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND ) ACT,  1914. 


No  special  difficulties  have  been  encountered  during  the  past 
year  in  the  administration  of  the  above  Act  and  it  was  found  possible, 
for  the  first  time  since  a whole-time  staff  of  veterinary  inspectors 
was  appointed,  to  examine  all  the  registered  dairy  herds  three  times 
in  the  landward  area  and  four  times  in  the  Burghs.  In  the  past  the 
periodical  routine  examination  of  the  dairy  herds  has  b>;  n upset  by 
the  changes  in  the  staff  and  the  lapse  of  time  in  the  appointment  of 
successors  but  during  193&  a full  staff  was  available  for  almost  the 
whole  year  and  in  future  it  should  be  possible  to  examine  the  herds 
regularly  at  least  three  times  annually  and  perhaps  many  of  them  four 
times.  After  a number  of  yoars'  experience  it  becomes  quite  clear 
that  throe  inspections  in  the  course  of  a year  is  absolutely  necessary 
and,  in  fact,  might  bo  rogardod  as  the  minimum  in  all  dairy  herds,  but 
vdth  herds  which  aro  maintained  by  tho  purchase  of  newly  calvod  cows  a 
greater  number  of  visits  should  be  aimed  at  as  tho  cow  population  is 
constantly  changing.  Tho  herds  in  Aberdeonshire  come  almost  wholly 
into  this  category  and  it  is  felt  that  the  minimum  number  of  visits 
should  bo  increased  to  four.  Concurrent  with  the  clinical  examination 
of  the  herds,  there  should  also  be  a chock  on  tho  milk  produced,  by 
bulk  sampling,  especially  during  the  summer  months  when  the  routine 
herd  inspection  is  upset  by  tho  cows  being  available  only  during  milking 
tine  or  when  special  arrangements  have  been  made  to  have  the  cows  housed. 
Tho  dairy  farmers  have  put  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  voterinary 
officers  when  carrying  out  their  duties  md  in  fact  most  of  thorn  aro 
only  too  anxious  to  help,  and  questions  on  disease  in  general  as  it 
affects  dairy  cows  and  tho  milk  supply  are  frequently  discussed.  It  is 
quite  obvious  from  the  improvement  seen  in  tho  dairy  herds  sinco  rout- 
ine veterinary  inspection  bogan  that  tho  dairy  farmer  is  alive  to  all 
factors  which  tond  to  improve  the  purity  of  tho  milk  produced  and  tho 
health  of  his  cows . 

Tuborculosis  (Attosted  Herds ) Scheme  (Scotland). 

During  the  year  it  has  been  evident  that  dairy  farmers  are 
becoming  more  interested  in  this  Scheme  since  they  have  begun  to 
realise  its  possibilities  and  throe  more  herds  have  been  added  to  tho 
list  of  Attosted  Herds  in  .Ibcrdoonshiro  and  several  others  are  in  the 
midst  of  qualifying  for  Attestation.  This  show  of  interest  is  very 
gratifying  becauso  none  of  tho  herds  so  far  attested  were  tubercle- 
free  and  if  tho  Schome  had  not  boon  introduced  it  is  doubtful  wh ether 
tho  owners  of  these  herds  would  have  taken  tho  trouble  to  have  their 
herds  cleared  of  tuborculosis.  By  the  end  of  tho  year,  therefore, 
aberdeonshire  had  four  Attosted  Herds  and  it  is  fairly  obvious  that 
-.ore  will  bo  added  to  the  list  before  vory  long. 

General  Condition  and  Cleanliness  of  Cows . 

The  condition  of  the  cows  in  the  registered  and  also  in  the 
unregistered  herds  continues  to  be  quite  satisfactory  and  the  quality 
°f  the  animals  was  also  maintained.  It  was  also  gratifying  to  find 
that  cows  in  the  unregistered  herds  were  being  kept  in  a better  con- 
dition especially  when  one  considers  that  the  standings  in  the  byres 
are  not  of  the  same  standard  as  those  in  the  registered  dairies* 


....  ■ 
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The  Cleanliness  of  the  cows  was  quite  satisfactory  but  although  there 
was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cows  having  their  udders  and 
flanks  clipped,  there  is  still  a reluctance  on  the  part  cf  many  owners 
to  the  carrying  out  of  this  simple  and  inexpensive  procedure.  The 
benofits  of  clipping  have  been  pointed  out  to  the  dairymen  who  still 
refuse  to  comply,  but  prejudices  dio  hard  and  it  is  more  prejudice 
than  lazinoss  which  prevents  the  universal  application  of  the  clipping 
machine,  as  many  farmers  believe  that  clipping  is  the  cause  of 
mastitis* 

Methods  of  Feeding. 

The  rationing  of  dairy  cows  still  remains  as  it  was  during  the 
previous  years  but  there  is  an  indisputable  tendency  to  introduce  some 
fom  of  rationing  though  as  yet  most  of  the  methods  are  somewhat 
haphazard  but  if  given  time,  it  is  felt  that  some  definite  system  will 
be  in  general  use.  The  most  probable  reason  why  a definite  system  of 
rationing  of  cows  is  not  vory  general  is  because  it  must  be  properly 
carried  out  and  many  of  the  farmers  have  little  time  to  attend  to  the 
feeding  of  their  cows  personally  and  on  many  of  the  smaller  farms  the 
cattleman  has  other  duties  besides  attending  to  the  dairy  cows . 

Health  of  the  Cows  - 

With  the  exception  of  Tuberculosis,  the  diseases  encountered 
during  the  inspection  of  dairy  herds  were  as  follows  j- 


Atrophy  ...  ...  621 
Mastitis  ...  ...  514- 
Eruptions  (including  Cowpox)  44 
Suppurating  Udders  and  Teats  17 
Retained  Placenta  ...  20 


1,306 


As  will  be  seen,  mastitis  and  the  resultant  atrophy  caused  by 
this  disease,  are  still  the  most  serious  ailments  the  dairyman  has 
to  contend  with.  There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  over 
last  year,  but  this  increase  may  be  more  apparent  than  real,  as  a 
greater  number  of  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  farms.  The  losses 
due  to  mastitis  must  be  very  great  as  in  many  cases  the  cow  is 
ruined  for  dairying  purposes.  It  is  such  a common  condition,  how- 
ever, that  many  farmers  do  not  take  as  much  trouble  as  they  should 
do  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  in  their  herds,  despite  the 
fact  that  the  veterinary  staff  always  point  out  the  necessity  for 
isolation.  In  spite  of  the  increased  number  of  visits,  other  dis- 
eases enumerated  show  a marked  decrease  which  is  very  gratifying. 

Inspection  of  Cattle i 

Annual  Frequency  of  Inspection. 

Landward  areas  - three  times  per  annum. 

Burghs  - four  visits. 

Unregistered  Dairies  - as  often  as  possible. 


Total  / 
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Total  Number  of  Cows  in  Registered  Dairy  Herds. 


Landward 

area  ...  ... 

13,697 

Burgh 

cf  Fraserburgh 

153 

n 

it 

Huntly 

25 

u 

H 

Kintore  ... 

26 

it 

H 

Oldmeldrum  . . . 

17 

n 

H 

Peterhead 

68 

II 

Rosehearty 

39 

tt 

Turriff 

20 

Total 

14,045 

Inspection  of  Unregistered  Herds. 

It  was  found  possible  to  increase  the  number  of  inspections 
of  unregistered  herds  during  the  year.  Five  hundred  and  thirty-one 
separate  visits  were  made  principally  to  places  where  milk  was  sold 
in  snail  quantities  to  neighbours  or  to  employees  on  the  farm  or  from 
which  butter  was  sold  from  tine  to  time.  A number  of  these  visits 
was  made  when  carrying  out  the  duties  of  dealing  with  cases  reported 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  but  special  visits  were  also  made  when 
tine  permitted.  The  number  of  cows  examined  on  these  unregistered 
premises  was  4,972.  The  condition  of  the  cows  was  found  to  be  on 
the  whole  satisfactory , and  the  cleanliness  also  showed  an  inprove- 
nent  on  previous  visits  but  there  is  still  much  to  be  done  to  rendor 
the  condition  of  the  cows  from  which  small  quantities  of  milk  or 
buttor  are  sold,  satisfactory,  as  it  is  equally  important  that  these 
animals  should  bo  kept  in  a fit  state  as  the  cows  from  which  milk  is 
specifically  produced  for  sale.  The  only  solution  for  this  problem 
is  more  frequent  inspection  and  this  can  only  be  brought  about  by  an 
increase  in  the  staff. 

Tuberculosis  in  Dairy  0 ows . 

During  the  year  196  dairy  cows  on  registered  premises  were 
found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Order.  These  were  dealt  with  in  terms  of  that  Order. 

The  forms  of  tuberculosis  found  were  as  follows 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Udder  ...  59 

Tuberculosis  with  chronic  cough  87 
Tuberculous  Emaciation  . . . 50 

196 

In  spite  of  the  increased  number  of  visits  there  is  only  a 
very  slight  difference  in  the  number  of  tuberculous  cows  found  during 
the  preceding  year  and  as  time  goes  on  it  is  hoped  that  the  numbers 
nay  continue  to  show  a decrease.  Although  there  is  a slight  increase 
in  the  number  of  tuberculous  udders  found,  most  of  the  cases  were 
detected  at  a very  early  stage  and  not  in  a single  instance  was  it 
possible  to  say  definitely  that  the  udder  was  tuberculous  without 
bacteriological  examination.  Out  of  the  fifty-nine  cases  only 
thirteen  were  diagnosed  microscopically,  the  remaining  forty-six 
only  revealing  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  on  biological 
examination. 

Of  the  forty-six  cows  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder, 
'•tfiich  was  diagnosed  biologically,  thirty-four  were  positive  to  both 
guinea  pigs  at  the  end  of  four  weeks  but  twelve  only  showed  evidence 
of  tuberculosis  in  the  second  guinea  pig  at  the  end  of  six  weeks  or 
over.  At  the  post-mortem  of  some  of  tho  cows  it  was  extremely 
difficult/ 
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difficult  to  detect  lesions  of  tuberculosis  mac  rose opically  in  the 
affected  quarter.  Of  the  total  number  of  fifty-nine  cows 
slaughtered  for  tuberculosis  of  the  udder,  twenty-five  were  found 
to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  "not  being  advanced"  and  this 
result  also  goes  to  show  that  the  cows  are  being  diagnosed  at  a very 
early  stage  as  in  the  past  it  has  been  almost  the  rule  to  find  that 
cows  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  were  usually  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  the  disease.  As  experience  is  gained  in  the 
clinical  examination  of  cows  for  tuberculosis  of  the  udder,  it 
becomes  increasingly  obvious  that  samples  should  be  taken  from  every 
cow  showing  any  abnormality  of  the  udder  even  when  only  a very  slight 
induration  is  present  and  it  is  now  a general  routine  procedure  to 
take  samples  from  every  cow  which  does  not  have  a perfectly  normal 
udder,  excepting  only  those  suffering  from  unmistakable  non-tuber- 
culous  mastitis.  Many  samples  of  course  are  found  negative  but  it 
has  been  found  to  be  worth  the  trouble  and  expense  when  a tuborcul- 
ous  udder  is  diagnosed  when  there  is  only  the  faintest  indication 
of  slight  induration. 

At  the  unregistered  farms,  ninety-five  cows  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  \7ithin  the  meaning  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Order  of  1925*  and  these  were  dealt  with  in  terms  of  the  Order. 

The  forms  of  tuberculosis  found  were  as  follows :- 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Udder  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  with  Chronic  Cough  6l 

Tuberculous  Emaciation  ....  33 

95 

There  was  a great  improvement  in  the  cows  examined  from  the 
previous  year.  There  was  only  one  case  of  tuberculosis  of  the  udder 
diagnosed  and  it  becomes  more  obvious  that  to  tackle  tuberculosis 
successfully  one  should  be  enabled  to  visit  all  the  smaller  farms 
where  cows  are  kept  and  much  good  could  be  done  by  advice  given 
during  visits  of  inspection  as  many  farmers  do  not  really  know  when 
a cow  is  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

Graded  and  Certified  Herds. 


Name 

Address 

Average  No. 
of  cows 
in  herd. 

Gallons 
produced 
per  annua- 

Major  James  Keith 

Bonny t on , 

54 

60,000 

Do. 

Cairnbrogie, 

100 

90,000 

Duthie  Experimental 
Stock  Farm, 

Rowett  Research 
Institute,  Bucksburn 

50 

37,500 

Do. 

Clint erty  Hone  Farm 

21 

16,000 

J.  D.  Pat on, 

Grand home, 

36 

27,540 

Mrs-.  F.  W.  Gordon, 

Home  Farm, 

Cairness,  Lonmay, 

20 

17,942 

Robert  Davidson, 

N ows  eat , Pet  e rhe  ad , 

54 

35,280 

| Maitland  Mackie, 

Thonastown,  Huntly, 

90 

64,000 

^H.M.  The  King, 

Balmoral,  Ballater, 

14 

12,217 

* Also  Attested  Herd. 


Attested  / 
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Attested  Herds. 


Name 

Address 

Average  No. 
of  cows 
in  herd. 

1 

Gallons 
produced 
per  annum. 

Wm.  Knox, 

Mid  Haddo,  Fyvie 

30 

24,067 

Elijah  Mitchell, 

Leggat , Kinmuck . 
Hillhead,  Kinmuck. 

34 

27,336 

. 

Maitland  Mackie, 

Westerton,  Huntly 

150 

109,500 

No  active  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  jjocal  Authority  to 
secure  further  tubercle-free  herds  but  the  Veterinary  Staff  have 
token  every  opportunity  of  bringing  to  the  notice  of  dairy  farmers 
tho  Attested  Herds  Scheme  and  it  is  becoming  apparent  that  many 
farmers  will  evontually  prococd  to  tho  cloaring  of  their  hords  so 
as  to  become  eligible. 

Examination  of  Milk. 

During  the  year  327  samples  of  milk  wore  taken  from  cows 
suspected  to  bo  suffering  from  tuberculous  mastitis  and  examined 
microscopically  in  the  first  instanco,  and  if  such  examination 
failed  to  reveal  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  tho  samples  wore 
submitted  to  biological  examination.  The  results  of  the  examination 
of  samples  wore  as  follows s- 

(a)  Microscopically  - 13 

Number  Positive 

(b)  Biologically  - 46 

The  cows  from  which  the  positive  samples  were  taken  were  slaughtered 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 


Inspection  of  Cowsheds. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  registered  dairy  premises  and 
the  methods  in  handling  milk  continue  to  be  satisfactory. 
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SECTION  XI 


REPORTS  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


DISTRICTS  - 


(1) 

Central  Division 

- 

Mr.  Vi. 

Park . 

(2) 

Strathbogie  " 

- 

Mr.  G. 

Watt . 

(3) 

liar  " 

- 

Mr . J . 

Allanach . 

(4) 

Buchan  " 

- 

Mr  • D • 

L.  Gough. 

■HS  - 

(1) 

Bal later 

- 

Mr.  A. 

Ord . 

(2) 

Ellon 

- 

Mr.  D. 

L.  Gough. 

(3) 

Huntly 

- 

Mr.  T. 

S.  Hutson. 

(4) 

Inverurie 

- 

Mr.  M . 

Vi.  Conner. 

(5) 

Kintore 

- 

Mr . W . 

Park . 

(6) 

Oldmeldrum 

- 

Do 

• 

(7) 

Rosehearty 

- 

Mr  • D • 

L.  Gough. 

(8) 

Turriff 

- 

Mr.  D. 

Turnbull. 

(9) 

Peterhead 

- 

Mr.  J * 

Dickie . 

(10) 

Fraserburgh 

- 

Mr.  V/. 

F.  Hamilton 

. 


. 

■ 
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Io  DISTRICTS. 


( 1 ) Central  Division . 


NUISANCES s - During  the  year  intimations  were  served  in  connection 
with  2,09&  dwellinghouses,  which  were  not  in  a reasonable  state  of 
repair.  Several  of  these  houses  have  done  their  day  and  are  beyond  the 
state  of  being  reparable,  or  suitable  for  reconstruction,  and  will 
ultimately  be  demolished  immediately  the  tenants  are  rehoused.  No 
matter  how  serious  the  conditions  were  I thought  it  only  right  that 
the  owners  should  be  notified  and  given  an  opportunity  of  starfe-ing  their 
case  before  a Demolition  Order  ’was,  or  is  to  be,  served. 

Where  a considerable  number  of  defective  houses  belonged  to  one 
Proprietor  I have  been  fairly  successful  in  arranging  a meexing  with 
these  people  at  the  properties  and  a programme  has  been  arranged  which, 
in  some  cases,  will  have  to  be  spread  over  a number  of  years  before 
the  whole  of  the  work  can  be  over-taken.  Several  Estates  have  a list 
in  the  region  of  one  hundred  defective  houses,  and  in  one  outstanding 
case  there  are  no  fewer  than  one  hundred  and  eighty-five.  This  number 
could  have  been  considerably  increased  had  houses  with  mi:  ' defects 

been  included,  but  these  were  purposely  ignored  for  the  time  being. 

The  Proprietor  agreed  that  several  of  these  houses  will  ultimately 
have  to  be  demolished,  but  ho  is  most  anxious  to  have  all  the  others 
made  habitable,  and  hov?  this  is  to  bo  dono  within  a reasonable  time  is 
another  matter. 

I nm  doubtful  if  there  are  sufficient  tradesmen  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  to  do  even  say  thirty  of  those  houses  a yoar  and  this 
would  take  over  six  years.  About  seventy -five  per  cent  of  the  houses 
would  rank  for  grant  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  but  unless 
the  Act  is  to  bo  again  extended  it  will  have  expired  long  before  any 
material  progress  ho.s  boon  made  with  the  work. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  quite  a number  of  the  Proprietors,  who 
wore  notified  regarding  defective  houses,  are  doing  their  utmost  to 
have  theso  defects  remedied  at  tho  earliest  opportunity.  In  several 
cases  the  one  difficulty,  however,  is  going  to  bo  the  shortage  of 
skilled  labour  and  this  is  getting  more  pronounced  day  by  day,  and 
even  to  tho  extent  that  Architects  are  finding  difficulty  to  got  trades- 
men to  offer  for  work  owing  to  their  hands  being  more  than  full.  This 
shortage  of  skilled  labour  is  going  to  be  a serious  natter  in  tho  near 
future,  and  to  me  it  seems  that  the  "Appointed  day"  under  the  1935 
Housing  Act  is  still  in  tho  distant  future.  If  all  defective  houses 
aro  going  to  be  attended  to  within  a reasonable  time  there  will  be  no 
tradesmen  available  to  undertake  Housing  Schemes.  This,  I must  say, 
is  rather  a serious  problem  owing  to  the  great  shortage  of  houses  in 
the  Division. 

WATER  SUPPLIES s - During  the  year  I had  sixty-seven  samples  of 
water  analysed  by  tho  County  Analyst.  Of  these  twenty-sc  n were 
reported  as  good,  fifteen  as  fair,  twenty-five  as  bad,  and  one  of  good 
quality,  but  contained  dissolved  lead  to  tho  extent  of  2. 5 parts  per 
million . 

In  ny  previous  report  it  was  stated  that  five  defective  supplies 
'■Tore  still  to  be  remedied  and  I am  now  glad  to  state  that  those  wore 
nil  duly  attended  to  . 

Of  tho  twenty-five  bad  samples  under  review  it  is  gratifying  to 
report  that  the  whole  of  those,  with  throe  exceptions,  havo  been  given 
attention  with  satisfactory  results. 
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Owing  to  the  continued  drought  many  supplies  failed  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  many  years  before  we  again  experience  such 
a dry  season  as  that  of  1^36 . Several  Estates  had  a heavy  burden 
placed  upon  than  where  there  was  insufficient  water  to  drive  the  Ram, 
and  in  several  instances  small  petrol  engines  had  to  bo  provided 
temporarily  in  order  to  provide  a water-supply. 

Several  of  the  Special  Districts  experienced  a shortage,  but  with 
care  and  attention  nothing  of  a serious  nature  occurred.  Extensions  to 
water  mains  wore  made  in  the  following  Special  Districts.  - 

Cult  or, 

Cults  and 
Tarves . 

There  are  still  several  villages  in  the  Division  which  ought  to 
be  formed  into  Special  Viator  Districts,  and  one  in  particular  is  the 
village  of  Pitmedden.  The  water-supply  is  none  too  satisfactory  and 
is  mainly  derived  from  street  pumps.  There  are  some  sixty-two  houses 
in  the  area  nnd  in  addition  to  these  a Housing  Scheme  will  have  to  be 
provided  here  in  the  near  future.  I understand  that  an  abundant 
supply  can  be  got  nearby  the  village  and  tho  same  would  supply  the 
whole  area  by  gravitation,  which  is  a great  advantage,  as  compared  with 
several  of  tho  other  areas  whore  the  water  has  got  to  bo  pumped  to  a 
level,  suitable  to  supply  tho  village. 

The  question  has  also  arisen  as  to  forming  Earlick,  Skono,  into 
a Special  Water  District,  and  the  village  of  Blackburn,  in  the  parish 
of  Kinellar.  No  difficulty  will  be  experienced  as  regards  the  supply 
and  gravitation  to  tho  Earlick  Scheme,  but  some  difficulty  may  bo 
experienced  with  the  supply  to  tho  village  of  Blackburn. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  thirty -two  houses  were  provided 
with  sink  and  water  laid  on  inside  the  house,  where  only  outside  tap, 
or  well,  previously  existed. 

In  previous  Reports  I have  mentioned  the  fact  as  to  the  unsatis- 
factory supervision  of  Water  and  Drainage  Districts.  In  the  past  it 
has  been  the  practice  to  give  practically  no  attention  to  the  water 
mains,  and  sewers,  and  also  where  purification  systems  have  been 
installed,  and  only  when  serious  defects  were  found  to  exist  was  any 
action  taken.  I am  strongly  of  opinion  that  it  would  prove  an  economy 
were  the  County  Council  to  appoint  an  Inspector,  or  Inspectors,  to 
keep  in  touch  with  all  Special  Districts  periodically.  The  amount 
of  leakage  in  water  mains,  services  and  water  taps,  is  excessive,  and 
these  are  allowed  to  carry  on  until  such  time  as  a shortage  takes  place. 
In  the  Special  District  of  Tarvos,  where  there  is  an  abundant  supply  of 
water,  only  a few  founds  of  pressure  can  bo  got  in  the  centre  of  tho 
village.  Thero  must  either  be  a tremendous  leakage  taking  place  some- 
where within  the  system,  or  corrosion  on  tho  main  pipos,  and  this  is  a 
matter  \iiich  will  have  to  bo  attended  to  in  the  near  future.  I under- 
stand that  the  mains  were  scoured  by  moans  of  a chain  some  fifteen 
years  ago. 

DRAINAGE - The  common  sewers  in  all  the  Special  Districts 
worked  satisfactorily  during  the  year  and  extensions  had  to  be  carried 
out  within  the  Culter,  Cults  and  Tarves,  Special  Districts. 

My  remarks  regarding  the  forming  of  Pitmedden,  Earlick,  and 
Blackburn,  into  a Special  Water  District  would  also  apply  to  the 
forming  of  these  into  Special  Drainage  Districts,  as  I am  of  opinion 
it  is  not  good  policy  to  introduce  a water-supply  only  and  that  the 
two  should  be  one  joint  scheme. 
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New  drainage  systems  were  laid  down  for  eighty -seven  new 
houses,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty -two  for  houses  reconstructed  and 
where  additions  and  improvements  were  carried  out.  The  drains  were 
overhauled  at  twenty-eight  properties,  and  the  number  of  smoke  tests 
carried  out  upon  drains  and  sanitary  fittings  was  three  hundred  and 
forty-one . 

HOUSING^ - Again  another  year  has  passed  and  not  a single  house 
has  been  built  by  Private  Enterprise  for  the  purpose  of  letting. 

During  the  year,  however,  sixty-eight  houses  were  built  by  Private 
Enterprise,  these  either  being  owner-occupier , or  for  sale,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  year  thirty-eight  were  in  course  of  erection.  The 
Local  Authority  built  ninotoon  houses  and  two  are  in  course  of 
erection . 

For  the  Central  Division  the  following  Schemes  were  recommended 
to  bo  proceeded  with  within  the  Divisions - 

Site.  No.  of  Houses. 


Blackburn  4 

Bridge  of  Don  40 

Culter 32 

Cults  8 

Dye  o 20 

Kemnay  20 

Newburgh  8 

Nowmachar  8 

Wnterton  120 

Total  .... 260 


The  Schemes  at  Kemnay,  Newburgh,  and  Nowmachar,  are  bogun  and 
the  work  is  proceeding  at  a satisfactory  rate,  but  at  the  others 
considerable  difficulties  have  to  be  overcome  before  any  progress  con 
be  reported,  and  now  that  building  materials  havo  advanced  to  such  a 
ridiculously  high  price  it  is  bound  to  have  an  adverse  effect  and 
Schemes  may  bo  held  up  for  an  indefinite  period. 

BUILDING  BYE-LAWS  & TOWN  PLANNING ; - During  the  year  I reported 
upon  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  sets  of  plans  submitted  for  approval. 

HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS ) ACTS;-  There  were  one  hundred  and  two 
applications  submitted  during  the  year  and  duly  approved  of  by  the 
Local  Authority,  and  included  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  houses  in 
all.  The  number  reconstructed  and  again  occupied  during  the  period 
under  review  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  and  at  the  cl ose  of  the 
year  eighty-three  houses  were  in  course  of  reconstruction. 

The  Act  is  due  to  expire  in  Juno  of  1938,  but  it  is  to  bo 
hoped  that  the  Govommont  will  see  their  way  to  again  extend  tho 
Scheme,  as  it  is  tho  only  hope  hold  out  for  tho  prevention  of  the 
depopulation  of  rural  areas.  There  are  very  few  wealthy  land 
owners  and  to  ask  these  Proprietors  to  recondition  a house  where 
only  a few  pounds  is  drawn  for  rent  and  no  grant  is  available,  is 
not  to  be  a very  pleasant  duty . 
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HOUSING  TABLE . 


Houses  in  course  of 

Houses  Completed. 

erection . 

By  Local  Authority  in 

By  Local  Authority  2 

Central  Division..  15 

" Unassisted  Private 

" Unassisted  Private 

Enterprise  38 

Enterprise  68 

__ 

87 

40 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1935*“  The  survey  of  all  houses  of  a 
rental  of  £45  and  under  ms  completed  by  midsummer.  In  my  previous 
Report  I gave  a brief  summary  of  the  result  of  the  survey  in 
Special  Districts  and  Villages  and  in  order  to  have  the  whole  of  the 
survey  in  one  Report  the  figures  are  again  included. 

Where  houses  have  to  be  built  by  the  Local  Authority  for 
decrowding  and  there  is  a Special  District,  or  Village,  within  that 
parish,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  quite  a few  will  be  built  within 
these  Special.  Districts  or  Villages.  I have  therefore  shown  the 
figures  for  the  Parish  and  Special  District,  or  Village,  as  one. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  houses  roquiroc  to  remove 
overcrowding  has  been  based  upon  tho  assumption  that  one  hundred  per 
cont  decanting  will  take  place.  This  percentage  is  not  possible  and 
if  even  fifty  por  cent  be  realised  it  will  bo  highly  satisfactory. 


Number  and  Percentage  of  Fit  Houses . 


Special 

Houses 

Size 

of  Houses 

. 

Districts . 

Surveyed . 

1. 

2. 

3- 

4. 

5 • 

6 & 
ovor 

Total. 

Bridge  of 

Number  

2 

36 

96 

25 

9 

12 

- 180 

Don  .... 

No.  overcrowded 

- 

6 

8 i 

- 

- 

- 

14 

j overcrowded  . 

- 

17 

8 

- 

- 

- 

8 

Cult  or . . . 

Number 

22 

100 

197 

87 

62 

64 

532 

N 0 . 0 ve  rc rowd ed . 

9 

34 

35 

1 

1 

- 

80  l 

f overcrowded  . 

41 

34 

18 

1 

1 

- 

15 

- 1 

Cult  s ... 

Numb  or  

7 

27 

77 

102 

82 

156 

1 

1 

450  i 

No . overcrowded . 

2 

4 

6 

- 

- 

; - 

12 

f overcrowded.. 

28 

18 

8 

- 

*• 

— 

3 ! 

I 

Dyce  . . . 

Number 

3 

62 

77 

39 

18 

36 

235  i 

No  .overcrowded . 

2 

19 

9 

1 

- 

- 

3i  ! 

% overcrowded.. 

66 

30 

12 

3 

- 

- 

13 

Kean ay 

Number  ........ 

9 

84 

75 

62 

30 

42 

i 

302 

No  .overcrowded . 

2 

26 

6 

1 

- 

- 

35 

— 

/£  overcrowded.. 

22 

31 : 

8 

- I 

- 

11  i 

Monymusk  / 


Number  and  Percentage  of  Fit  Housos 


Special 
Districts . 

Houses 

Size  of  Houses 

• 

Surveyed . 

1. 

2. 

3- 

4. 

5 • : 

q cr- 
08° 

o 

Total 

Monymusk . • • 

Number  ........ 

5 

5 

15 

5 

6 

36 

No.  overcrowded 

- ■ 

1 

- | 

- 

- 

- 

1 

^ overcrowded  . 

- 

20 

- 

- 

- j 

- 

3 

Newburgh . . 

Number  1 

5 

33 

33 

21 

13 

30 

135  ! 

No.  overcrowded 

l 

8 

1 

1 

- i 

- 

11  I 

/b  ovorcrowdod  . ! 

20 

24 

3 

4 

- 

- 

8 

Newroachar . . 

Number I 

4 

14 

21 

20 

5 

9 

73  ! 

No.  overcrowded 

- 

4 

5 

- 

- 

- 

9 ! 

$ overcrov/ded  . 

- 

28 

24 

- 

- 

- 

12 

Tarves  • . . 

Numb or  

11 

17 

13 

10 

13 

64 

No.  overcrowded 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

| 

/£  overcrov/ded . . 

- 

- 

12 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Waterton  . 

Number j 

49 

327 

488 

229 

65 

51 

1209 

No.  overcrov/ded 

22 

84 

72 

17 

2 

- 

197 

"j,  overcrowded. . 1 

45 

25 

14 

7 

3 

- 

16 

Villages. 

Blackburn . 

Number  ! 

1 

10 

13 

17 

3 

6 

50 

No.  o ve  rc  r owd  ed 

1 

* 

4 

1 

L - 

- 

6 

i 

% overcrowded  . { 

100 

- 

30 

6 

- 

- 

12 

! 

! Echt  ..... 

Number  

2 

7 

12 

3 

6 

30 

No.  overcrowded! 

- 

- 

2 

- 

* 

- 

2 

L 

A overcrowded  . 1 

- 

- 

28 

- 

- 

- 

7 

! Green  of 

Number  ••#©••••  ? 

. 

3 

7 

n | 

3 

13 

i Udny  . . . 

No.  overcrowded 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

r/,  overcrowded.. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

!-  - 

- 

- 

j Pitmedden . 

• 

Number i 

1 

13 

20 

8 

10 

10 

62 

No.  overcrowded 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

% overcrowded.. 

- 

30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Wat orton 

Number  

3 

7 

11 

1 7 

5 

33 

of  Dunecht 

No.  overcrowded 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

overcrov/ded.. 

— 

33 

•• 

— 

3 

Parishes  / 
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Number  and  Porcontago  of  Fit  Housos. 


Parishes  . 

Housos 

Sizo  of  Housos 

• 

Surveyed . 

1. 

2. 

3- 

4. 

5* 

6 & 
over . 

Total 

Belhelvie  . 

Number  ........ 

42 

48 

107 

57 

60 

69 

383 

N o . overc rowa ed 

9 

14 

15 

3 

1 

- 

42 

overcrowded.. 

21 

29 

14 

5 

1 

- 

11 

Bourtie  ... 

Number  

20 

3 

23 

8 

16 

25 

95 

No.  overcrowded 

3 

1 

3 

1 

- 

- 

8 

% overcrowded.. 

15 

33 

13 

12 

- 

- 

8 

Chapel  of 

Number  c ...... . 

46 

39 

93 

53 

63 

65 

359 

Garioch . . 

No.  overcrowded 

9 

10 

12 

- 

- 

- 

31 

overcrowded.. 

19 

25 

12 

- 

- 

- 

8 

Cluny  .... 

Number  ......... 

21 

33 

57 

29 

62 

43 

245 

\ 

No.  overcrowded 

3 

8 

9 

2 

1 

- 

23 

k 

j 

overcrowded.. 

14 

24 

15 

6 

1 

- 

9 

f 

Davx  ot  ... 

Number  

27 

1 11 

1 33 

9 

6 

31 

117 

No.  overcrowded 

3 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

7 

/'  overcrowded.  . 

11 

i 18 

6 

- 

- 

- 

5 

1 

1 

Drumoal:  • . . 

Number  ........ 

27 

i 25 

40 

30 

47 

42 

211 

| 

[ 

No.  overcrowded 

4 

5 

6 

3 

1 

- 

19 

% overcrowded . . 

14 

1 20 

15 

10 

2 

- 

9 

Ti  v ^ . . . . . 

N 1 ] mb  ft  V „ » m m * m m m 

16 

20 

8 

10 

21 

10^ 

1 

No.  overcrowded 

3 

1 

1 

5 

j 

% overcrowded. . 

18 

| 5 

- 

- 

10 

4 

j 

■gr;  hf.  

MiirnhAr*  ......  e . 

TL 

12 

■ 

40 

44 

46 

212 

| 

No.  overcrowded 

J-*- 

5 

1 1 

J / 

3 

2 

11 

! 

i 

* 

% overcrov/ded.. 

16 

8 

7 

5 

- 

- 

5. 

< 

Fint  ray  . . 

Number  

34 

13 

57 

19 

21 

44 

188 

! 

1 

1 

No.  overcrowded 

1 

! 2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

% overcrov/ded.. 

2 

1? 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

j 

Foveran  . . 

Number  

33 

I 16 

80 

50 

21 

co 

258 

1 

i 

No  . ov  e rc r owd ed  . 

3 

1 2 

4 

- 

- 

- 

9 

\ 

% overcrowded... 

9 

! 12 

5 

- 

- 

- 

3 

i 

Inverurie . 

Number  

11 

13 

25 

13 

11 

22 

95 

i 

No.  overcrov/ded 

1 

j 2 

9 

3 

- 

- 

15 

1 

% overcrowded.. 

9 

: 15 

36 

23 

- 

- 

15 

i 

Keithhall . 

Number  ........ 

23 

1 6 

56 

l6 

41 

32 

174 

: 

i 

i 

No.  overcrov/ded 

3 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

8 

i 

X overcrov/ded.. 

8 

- 

8 

6 

- 

- 

4 

* 

Kormay  . . . 

Number  

16 

1 19 

36 

30 

30 

14 

145 

j 

No.  overcrowded 

3 

{ 2 

5 

1 

- 

- 

11 

% ovrercrowded  . . 

18 

1 

13 

3 

- 

- 

7 

Kinellar  . 

Number  

14 

9 

22 

11 

11 

21 

88 

1 

No.  overcrov/ded 

4 

4 

1 

1 

- 

- 

10 

1 

1 overcrowded.. 

28 

44 

4 

9 

- 

- 

11 

1 

Kintoro  . . 

Number  ........ 

16 

31 

99 

32 

37 

43 

258 

1 

No.  overcrowded 

4 

6 

15 

- 

- 

- 

25 

1 

I 

% overcrowded.® 

25 

19 

15 

- 

- 

.9  . 

! 

Moldrum  . . 

Number  

23 

12 

36 

24 

33 

36 

164 

1 

No.  overcrowded 

4 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

8 

/>  overc  rowd  ed . . 

17 

16 

5 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

1 

Midmar  / 
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Number  and  Pore out ago  of  Fit  Housos. 


Parishes  • 

Housos 

Size  of  Housos 

• 

Surveyod. 

1. 

2. 

3- 

4. 

5- 

6 & 
over 

Total 

Midmar  • . . 

Number. 

28 

9 

41 

19 

59 

35 

191 

No.  overcrowded 

8 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

11 

/,  ovorcrowdod . . 

28 

11 

4 

- 

- 

- 

_ 5 __ 

Monymusk  . 

Number  ........ 

24 

30 

64 

25 

29 

32 

204 

No.  overcrowded 

7 

1 

7 

1 

2 

- 

18 

1 overcrowded.. 

3 

10 

4 

6 

- 

9 

Newhills . . 

Number  

46 

32 

64 

44 

39 

58 

283 

No.  overcrowded 

15 

2 

8 

1 

2 

- 

28 

1 overcrowded.. 

3 

6 

12 

2 

? 

- 

9 

Newmachar . 

Number 

51 

26 

80 

35 

57 

58 

307 

No  .overcrowded . 

2 

6 

7 

- 

- 

- 

15 

1 overcrowded.. 

3 

23 

8 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Oldmachar . 

Number  

43 

51 

67 

47 

30 

41 

279 

No.  overcrowded 

14 

9 

6 

2 

l 

- 

32 

% overcrowded.. 

32 

1,5 

8 

4 

3 

- 

11 

Potorcult  or 

Number ! 

49 

43 

88 

70 

54 

70 

374 

No.  overcrowded 

8 

8 

4 

2 

- 

- 

22 

1 overcrowded.. 

16 

18 

4 

2 

- 

- 

5 . 

Skene  .... 

Numb or  1 

42 

52 

88 

63 

54 

66 

365 

No.  overcrowded 

6 

13 

7 

- 

- 

- 

26 

! overcrowded.. 

14 

25 

7 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Tarves  . . . 

Number 

42 

38 

173 

50 

57 

79 

439 

No.  overcrowded 

5 

5 

21 

l 

- 

- 

32 

1 overcrowded.. 

11 

13 

12 

2 

- 

- 

7 

Udny  ..... 

MiimK«T*  ........ 

41 

22 

104 

40 

6i 

No.  overcrowded 

9 

Cm  Cm 

4 

6 

1 

J J 

J 

20 

! 1 

/I  overcrowded.. 

21 

18 

5 i 

2 

- 

- 

6 

Number  and  Percent  ago  of  fit  Houses, 
in  Special  Districts  and  Villages. 


Special  Districts 

Number  of  Apartments. 

and  Villages. 

1. 

2 . 

3 • 

4. 

5- 

6 & 
over 

Total 

Surveyed  

103 

729 

1140 

66l 

322 

449 

3404 

Overcrowded  

39 

191 

150 

22 

3 

- 

405 

Percentage  over- 
crowded   

37-8/. 

26.1/1 

| 13. 1/1 

3. 1/1 

•% 

- 

i-1 

M 

Oo 

vv. 

Number  / 


: u 


77 


Nuribor  and  Percentage  of  Fit  Houses 
in  Parishes . 


Number 

of  Apartments 

Parishes . 

1. 

2 . 

3- 

4. 

5- 

6 & 
over. 

Total 

Surveyed  

766 

613 

1602 

| 822 

927 

1112 

5842 

Overcrowded  

136 

111 

160 

24 

9 

- 

440 

Percentage  over- 
crowded  

! 17-7/ 

18 .1/ 

| 2.9/ 

•9/ 

- 

7-5f. 

Tot  al 

Number  and  percentage  of  Fit  Houses 
in  Special  Districts , Villages  and 
Parishes . 


Spocial  Districts, 

Number  of  Apartments 

• 

Villages  and 
parishes . 

1. 

2. 

3.  4. 

! 

5. 

6 & 
over 

Total 

Surveyed  

869 

1342 

i 

2742  1483 

1 

1249 

1561 

9246 

Overcrowded  

175 

302 

310  j 46 

12 

* 

845 

Percentage  over- 
crowded  

! 

20.1/ 

22.5/ 

11.3/  | 3.1/ 

• 9/ 

- 

9.1/  1 

DAIRIES i - At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  four  hundred  and 
forty-nine  registered  premises  for  dairying  within  this  Division. 
Licences  were  again  granted  for  the  production  of  certified  and  Grade  A 
(T.T.)  Milk  at  the  Rowett  Research  Institute,  Grandhomo  Home  Farm, 
Bonnyton,  Gairnbrogie  and  Home  Farm  Clinterty.  At  each  time  of 
inspection  the  special  cards  for  this  class  of  premises  were  used  and 
no  complaint  could  be  found  at  either  of  these  premises  and  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  was  very  much  to  be  admired.  It  is  worth  noting  that  at 
one  of  the  registered  farms  the  bacteria  count  upon  one  occasion  was  as 
low  as  260  per  c *c . and  upon  several  occasions  it  was  below  1,000  per 
c.c.  The  butter  fat  on  one  occasion  was  as  high  as  4.71  per  cent. 

The  work  of  improving  the  dairy  farms  continues  and  at  thirty- 
five  promises  extensive  improvements  were  carried  out  and  at  many 
others  repairs  of  a minor  nature  wore  duly  attended  to.  One  out- 
standing case  of  extensive  improvements  montionod  in  my  previous 
Report,  and  which  I was  obliged  to  roport  to  the  Local  Authority  for 
action,  has  now  been  duly  attended  to  at  considerable  cost  to  the 
famor,  the  Proprietor  in  this  instance  refusing  to  give  any  assist- 
ance, as  the  farm  was  not  lot  to  the  tenant  as  a dairy  farm.  This 
particular  dairyman  I may  mention  is  highly  pleased  with  the  result 
and  his  only  regret  is,  that  the  improvement  was  not  carried  out  many 
years  ago . 

Thoro  were  several  outbreaks  of  Scarlet  Fevor  and  Diphtheria 
at  dairy  farms,  but  every  precaution  was  taken  immediately  tho  cases 
were  notified  end  no  case  was  discovered  whore  a spread  of  tho  disease 
had  occurred  through  the  distribution  of  the  milk. 


There/ 
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There  were  five  hundred  and  nine  visits  of  inspection  made 
during  the  year.  Quite  a number  of  verbal  notices  were  given  and 
in  ten  of  these  cases  where  the  verbal  notice  had  not  the  desired 
effect  a written  notice  was  given  fixing  a stated  period  in  which 
the  matters  complained  of  required  to  be  attended  to.  It  is 
gratifying  to  report  that  in  no  case  had  a defaulter  to  be  reported 
to  the  County  Council  for  action  to  bo  taken. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES s - The  numbers  of  cases  for  the  undernotod 
infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  woros- 

Diphtheria  84 

Scarlet  Fever 274 

Typhoid  Fever  • • ...  ...  6 

The  number  of  official  disinfections  of  promises  carriod  out 
by  mo  for  the  year,  was  as  follows: - 


Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  68 

Entoric  Fever 3 

Scarlot  Fever 196 

Tuborculosis  8 

Other  infectious  di seas os  . . 5 


At  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officor  of  Health  fumigation 
and  spraying  of  premises  where  infectious  cases  were  removed  has  now 
been  stopped,  tho  procedure  now  being  to  instruct  the  people  to 
thoroughly  air  tho  sick -re  on,  soak  bod  and  body  clothing,  which  are  in 
contact  with  tho  patient,  in  a disinf octant , and  othor  articles  of 
bedding,  or  clothing,  which  could  not  bo  washed,  to  be  thoroughly 
aired  in  tho  open.  It  might  be  well  to  mention,  however,  that  whore 
any  conscientious  objector  could  not  bo  persuaded  to  agree  with  this 
procedure,  fumigation,  or  spraying,  v/as  always  carriod  out,  but  so 
far  only  in  a matter  of  one  or  two  cases  has  this  boon  necessary. 
Special  disinfection,  however,  will  still  bo  carried  out  whore  any 
case  of  a serious  nature  may  occur,  such  as,  smallpox,  etc.,  or  in 
any  case  where  it  is  specially  mentioned  by  tho  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  I my  add  that  I an  in  full  agreement  with  the  change,  as 
I h&vo  always  maintained  it  was  a waste  of  public  money  removing 
clothing  and  bedding  to  be  disinfected  at  tho  Disinfecting  Station, 
and  in  many  cases  clothing  of  an  inferior  nature  was  completely  ruined 
after  passing  through  the  steam  chamber. 

FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS:-  Under  the  Factories  & Workshops  Acts 
two  hundred  and  forty-eight  visits  of  inspection  wore  node  and  nine- 
teen intimations  were  served  in  connection  with  dirty,  or  defective, 
premises  in  the  Division.  Sixteen  of  this  number  wore  attended  to 
forthwith  and  the  remaining  three  cases  are  in  course  of  receiving 
attention . 


BURIALS:  - No  burials  had  to  be  carried  out  under  Section  69 
of  tho  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act  1897* 

BURIAL  GROUNDS : - Tho  improvements  at  the  various  burial 
grounds  in  the  Division  still  continue  to  be  carriod  out  and  no 
complaint  regarding  tho  condition  of  any  of  these  grounds  was 
received  during  the  year. 


SCAVENGING  • - During  the  year  scavenging  was  introduced  at 

Kemnay  Special  Water  & Drainage  District  and  the  sorvico  is  highly 
appreciated  by  the  residents  in  tho  place.  A proposal  has  been  on 
foot  for  some  time  to  adopt  Special  Scavenging  in  Tarves,  but  so  far 
this  work  has  not  taken  any  practical  fora.  It  is  hoped,  however, 
that  scavenging  will  bo  adopted  in  the  near  future. 


Complaints/ 
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Complaints  wore  rocoivod  from  Monymusk  Village  regarding  tho 
dunning  of  refuse  in  the  court  afc  the  rear  of  the  bakehouse  and  also 
into  tho  stroam  at  tho  entranco  to  tho  village.  The  stream  has  boon 
cloanod  out  and  tho  dumping  stopped,  but  owing  to  tho  layout  of  tho 
villago  it  will  bo  difficult  to  completely  stop  tho  refuse  boing 
deposited  in  tho  court  referred  to.  Several  of  tho  houses  have  no 
ground  at  front  or  back,  and  these  have  a plot  of  garden  ground  at 
tho  north  end  of  the  village,  'which  is  rathor  inconvenient . 

This  village  was  recently  formed  into  a Special  Water  and 
Drainage  District,  but  practically  no  progress  ha3  so  far  been  made, 
towards  tho  introduction  of  modem  sanitary  conveniences • With  one 
or  two  exceptions,  the  Ydiole  of  tho  villago  belongs  to  one  Proprietor 
and  I have  already  had  a meeting  upon  tho  ground  with  the  viov7  of  a 
schono  being  drawn  up  for  the  introduction  of  w.c.  and  sink  for  the 
respective  houses.  As  already  mentioned,  tho  village  has  been  badly 
planned  and  tho  privies  for  the  use  of  these  houses  are  situatod  in 
tho  plots  of  ground  at  the  ond  of  the  villago,  which  is  beyond  a 
reasonable  distance  from  the  houses  referred  to. 

Tne  village  of  Pitmodden  already  referred  to  rega_  ’ing  Special 
Water  & Drainage  District,  if  not  at  the  present  oime,  she  ild,  in  tho 
near  future,  bo  formed  into  a Special  Scavenging  District.  Those 
villages,  however,  cannot  be  converted  into  what  might  be  termed 
model  places  all  at-  one  sweep,  so  that  it  may  therefore  bo  necessary 
to  improve  the  sanitation  step  by  stop. 

A new  ladies  and  gents  public  convenience  was  erected  in  tho 
village  of  Komnay  ond  near  to  tho  Public  road  and  adjoining  tho  Public 
Recreation  field*  This  has  proved  a groat  boon  to  the  village  and 
more  particularly  to  visitors  in  tho  summer  months*  Tho  Special 
Districts  of  Culter  and  Bucks  burn  have  already  accommodation  of  this 
kind  and  it  is  to  bo  hopod  that  the  other  Special  Districts  will 
follow  their  example  in  the  near  future. 

3LAUGBTEP  HOUSES:-  Tho  slaughter  houses  within  tho  Division 
aro  situated  at  the  following,  namely,  Dyco,  Newburgh,  Craigdnm  of 
Tarves,  Kintore  and  Kemnay  . In  addition  to  the  above  I am  also 
responsible  for  the  Detention  v;ork  at  the  Public  Slaughter  house, 
Inverurie.  In  my  previous  Report  I mentioned  the  fact  that  Dyce  and 
Newburgh  slaughter  houses  wore  well  constructed,  in  good  ropair,  and 
well  conducted.  The  conditions  of  the  other  premises,  however,  are 
still  the  sane  and  very  little  can  be  said  in  their  favour.  The 
premises  at  Craig  dan,  Kintore,  and  Kemnay,  have,  so  far  as  conditions 
will  permit,  been  kept  in  quite  a good  sanitary  condition.  Some 
small  repairs  have  been  carried  out  at  each  of  these  premises  . The 
Inverurie  slaughter  house  is  still  in  the  same  condition  as  previously 
and  it  would  appear  that  considerable  difficulty  is  to  be  experienced 
before  an  up-to-date  slaughter  house  can  be  provided- 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  anil  Is  slaughter 
ed,  and  the  amount  of  meat  condemned,  at  the  slaughter  house  at 
Inverurie  s - 


Glass  of  Animal  . 


Nun” oer  of  Animals 
Slaughtered. 


Oxen 

a n • 

c © • 

a o • 

4,565 

Bulls 

• « 0 

• • • 

• a © 

188 

Heif  ore 

. 

• a a 

a a e 

8,297 

Cows 

0*0 

■J  o e 

a a o 

3,302 

Sheep 

0 « © 

© c c 

© f>  © 

18,264 

Calves 

• • © 

w © « 

» u o 

31 

Pigs 

• • © « <*  * 
Total  • 

• a O 
o a a 

144 

34,791 

i 


- 

; 


I 

I 

i 


8o 


There  were  307  condemned  carcases,  either  totally,  or 
partially,  from  the  following  diseases; - 


Part  Seizure  (PS).  Total  Seizure  (TS). 


Disease . 

PS.TS. 
Oxen . 

PS.TS.  PS.  TS* 
Bulls  . Heifers  , 

PS.TS. 
C ows . 

PS.TS. 

Calves 

PS .TS . 
Sheep 

PS.TS. 

Pigs. 

PS.  TS- 
Total. 

Tuberculosis 

26 

24 

1 

1 | 48 

24  1 

10 

56 

- 

2 

i 

- 

2 

2 

87  109 

Emaciation . . 

- 

3 

- 

i 

2 

- 

10 

- 

- 

~ 

12 

- 

- 27 

Dropsy  

- 

2 

- 

» 

1 ! 

4 

5 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 8 

Johnes  

- 

- 

- 

1 ; - 

J 

2 ; 

j 

- 

3 

- 

- 

! 

- 

- 

- 

- 6 

Decomposition 

- 

1 

- 

“ j ” 

” i 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

9 

- 

- 

1 13 

Pneumonia  . • 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 4 

Injuries  ... 

3 

- 

- 

1 

4 

1 ‘ 

- 

- 

2 

- 

3 

12  1 

Bruising  . . . 

- 

1 

- 

- 1 2 

10 

4 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

13  6 | 

Pyaemia  .... 

■ . 

j 

Metritis 
(simple) • . . 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Enteritis  .. 

- 

- : 

- 

- . - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 -i 

Septicaemia. 

- 

2 

- 

i 

f 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 10 ; 

30 

35 

1 

2 50 

29 

30 

92 

- 

2 

3 

24 

7 

2 

121  186 

The  number  of  emergency  slaughters  were  38,  of  which  17  were 
total  seizures  and  5 part  seizures.  The  weight  of  condemned  meat  was 
52  tons  19  cwts.  2 qrs . 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  animals  slaughterod 
at  Private  Slaughter  Houses; - 


1 

Situation. 

Hoif ers . 

Oxen. 

Sheep . 

Pigs . 

Total,  j 

Kintore  ...  ... 

210 

106 

6 

7 

329 

Kamnay  

196 

82 

32 

1 

3H 

I 

Craigdan  ...  ... 

127 

78 

- 

- 

u-\ 

O 

CM 

1 

Nov/burgh  

61 

40 

6 

- 

107 

1 

The  condemnations  were;- 

2 Sheop  - decomposition,  total  soizuro. 

1 Pig  - tuberculosis,  do. 

3 Heifers  - tuberculosis,  do. 

14  Part  seizures. 


The  / 


\ 


8 1 


Tho  total  weight  of  condeanod  moat  was  1 ton  5 cvr.  1 qr. 

10  lbs. 


Tho  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  pigs 
slaughtered,  and  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  at  Dyce  Bacon  Factory:  - 


1936. 
Month . 

Total 

kill. 

Evidence 

cf  disease  found 

in:  - 

Plucks . 

Heads . 

Gut . 

January 

2,257 

39 

172 

167 

February 

2,802 

49 

192 

192 

March 

2,591 

66 

240 

208 

April 

3,354 

113 

273 

294 

May 

2,470 

84 

193 

2?5 

June 

2,232 

82 

179 

153 

July 

2,532 

89 

163 

156 

August 

2,301 

99 

174 

16? 

Sept  ember 

2,697 

67 

161 

202 

October 

2,874 

81 

244 

2C2 

November 

2,592 

57 

212 

— 

December 

2,554 

31 

219 

186 

■ 

31,256 

357 

2,422 

2,318 

1 

The  weight  of  condemned  meat  was  16  tons  14  curbs.  1 qr  = 

16|  lbs . 

PERSLEY  TALLOW  MELTING  FACTORY:-  In  my  previous  Report  I 
referred  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  above  premises  and 
stated  that  owing  to  the  defective  construction  of  the  plant  I was 
receiving  complaints  from  people  resident  in  the  neighbourhood. 

I am  now  glad  to  report  that  the  whole  of  the  factory  has  boen  re- 
modelled and  extensive  improvements  carried  out,  end  also  the  most 
up-to-date  system  of  treating  the  fumes  from  the  digester.  Since 
the  work  was  finished  I have  had  no  complaints  as  to  any  offensive 
smell  being  felt  in  the  neighbourhood. 


BURGH  OF  OLDMELDRUM. 


NUISANCES:  - During  the  year  ten  intimations  were  served,  and 
the  complaints  have  been  fairly  well  attended  to.  The  nature  of  the 
nuisances  calls  for  no  special  comment. 

WATER-SUPPLIES : - The  water  supply  for  the  Burgh  is  derived  from 
three  separate  sources  and  in  each  case  these  are  from  springs. 

In  the  months  of  August  and  September  a shortage  of  water  was 
experienced  and  more  particularly  to  houses  upon  high  ground.  This 
would  appear  to  be  due  to  defective  water  mains  and  storage  capacity. 
On  measuring  tho  wator  at  the  source  it  was  found  that  t re  was  a 
dad  j.y  supply  of  44,160  gallons  and  this  gives  approximate../  45  gallons 
per  head  per  day.  The  shortage,  therefore,  is  not  at  the  source,  but 
from  other  causes  and  the  matter  is  now  being  considered  by  tho  Local 
Authority . 

DRAINAGE  / 


. 


t 


■ 


■ 


■ 
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DRAINAGE : - Nov/  sowers  woro  laid  down  for  tho  Housing  Scheme  at 

Rosebank  and  an  extension  was  made  to  the  sewer  on  the  South  Road  for 
houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise. 

The  whole  of  the  drainage  and  sanitary  conveniences  in 
connection  with  the  Housing  Scheme,  and  other  properties  where  alter- 
ations were  made,  were  duly  smoko  tested  and  sixty  smoke  tests  were 
carried  out  during  tho  year. 

Complaints  woro  received  during  tho  year  as  to  offensive  smells 
arising  from  the  burn  into  which  the  effluent  from  tho  septic  tank 
and  filtors  passes.  The  septic  tank  and  filters  woro  not  working 
satisfactorily  and  tho  complaint  was  justified.  After  several  meet- 
ings with  tho  Local  Authority  it  was  decided  that  tho  whole  of  tho 
plant  bo  overhauled,  including  tho  renewal  of  tho  filtors.  When 
this  is  completed  it  is  to  bo  expoctod  that  a considerable  improvement 
in  the  effluent  will  bo  the  result  and  it  is  hoped  that  no  further 
complaints  may  be  roceived. 

DAIRIES; - Thore  is  only  one  registered  dairy  within  the  Burgh 
and  when  inspected  the  premises  were  always  found  to  bo  in  a very 
clean  condition. 

HOUSING s - During  the  year  tho  Local  Authority  built  forty 
houses  at  Rosebank  and  theso  were  all  occupied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
Considering  the  size  of  tho  Burgh  this  must  bo  reckoned  as  a wonder- 
ful achievement  and  worthy  of  praise,  but  I am  afraid  another  Schono 
will  have  to  be  considered  in  tho  near  future,  as  thoro  are  still 
many  houses  in  a state  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Tho  Local  Authority  adopted  tho  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act 
and  at  tho  end  of  tho  year  only  one  application  had  so  far  been 
received.  It  is  to  be  hopod,  howover,  that  thoro  will  be  a consider- 
able increase  in  applications,  but  one  great  difficulty  is  to  bo 
experienced,  namely,  where  the  gable  of  a house  adjoins  the  street 
it  will  have  to  be  carefully  considered  as  to  tho  advisability  of 
reconditioning  a house  in  this  position.  I have  already  reportod 
adversely  upon  moro  than  one  property,  which  has  boon  submitted  for 
reconstruction  under  the  Act,  owing  to  this  one  reason  alone. 

During  tho  year  twenty-one  Demolition  Orders  and  fifteen 
Closing  Orders  were  served  and  in  addition  to  this  eight  Undertakings 
were  accepted  from  Proprietors  of  properties,  v/hich  were  suitable  for 
reconstruction,  but  would  not  be  again  let  until  this  was  carried  out. 

In  addition  to  the  above  thero  are  quite  a few  houses  occupied 
by  old-age  pensioners  whose  only  income  is  from  that  source.  Some 
of  theso  people  are  far  advanced  in  years  and  I have  recommended  that 
they  be  allowed  to  remain  in  tho  respective  houses  during  their  life- 
time, or  until  such  time  as  they  remove  to  other  accommodation,  when 
tho  housos  would  then  bo  immediately  demolished. 

So  far  as  over-crowding  is  concerned  it  is  now  non-existent 
within  the  Burgh,  but  thero  is  a great  demand  for  houses,  and  more 
particularly  by  newly  married  couples,  or  persons  waiting  to  got 
married . 

HOUSES  BUILT  BY  PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE ; - Two  houses  were  built 
within  the  Burgh  by  Private  Enterprise,  but  no  houses  were  built  for 
the  purpose  of  letting. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  s - There  is  no  slaughter-house  within  the 

Burgh . 

FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS:  - There  are  two  factories  and  ten  work- 
shops within  the.  Burgh  and  in  three  cases  notices  had  to  be  served  in 
connection  with  the  sanitary  accommodation.  In  one  case  this  has 
been  duly  attended  to  and  the  remaining  two  are  at  present  boing  dealt 
with.  Ton  inspections  were  made  during  the  yoar. 

SCAVENGING; - The  service  of  scavenging  is  being  carried  on  in 
a satisfactory  manner  and  calls  for  no  comment. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES;-  The  following  cases  were  noxL^iod  during 
the  yoar: - 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  23 

Diphtheria  ...  2 

GENERAL  SANITATION : - There  are  still  a considerable  number  of 
houses  within  the  Burgh  which  have  no  indoor  water-supply  and  sink. 
There  are  also  still  in  existence  four  dry  closets  and  twenty-four 
privy  middens.  Intimation  in  connection  with  all  these  cases  was 
served  during  the  yoar  1935?  but  very  little  progress  con  be  reported. 
I propose,  however,  now  that  more  than  what  might  be  tormed  a reason- 
able time  has  been  given  to  the  Proprietors  in  each  respective  case, 
to  report  the  matter  to  the  Local  Authority  so  that  if  xhis  work  is 
not  attended  to  forthwith  proceedings  may  be  taken  against  the  owners. 

The  following  list  shows  the  information  required  regarding 
indoor  water-supply,  w.c’s.,  etc  . 

Number  of  houses  with  indoor  water-supply  ..*  39* 

The  number  of  water  closets  used,  and  common  to  two  tonants, 
or  more,  is  as  follows: - 

1 w.c.  serving  2 tenants  ...  ...  10 

1 w.c.  serving  3 tenants  ...  ...  7 

There  are  still  two  houses  vrithin  the  Burgh  which  have  no 
sanitary  conveniences  attached  to  them. 

The  number  of  privy  middens  and  dry-closets  used  by  one 
tenant,  or  more,  is  as  follows :- 


1 Tenant 

2 Tenants  . . » 

3 Tenant  s ... 

Total  . 


Privy 

Middens » 

18 


/ 

_JD 

24 


Closets . 


1 

3 

4 


; 

i 

« 

i 

* 
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SCHOOLS 3 - No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  as  to 
any  nuisance  arising  at  the  Schools  end  the  Education  Authority  are 
now  proposing  to  carry  out  extensive  improvements  to  the  Commercial 

Road  School. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES s - There  is  no  common  lodging-house 
within  the  Burgh. 

UNSOUND  FOODS;-  Tho  following  tinnod  foods  woro  condomnod  as 
boing  unfit  for  human  consumption,  namely i- 

12  Tins  of  comod  boof  and 
6 Tins  of  tomatoes. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS;-  Tho  burial  ground  has  boon  kept  in  good  ordor 
snd  calls  for  no  comment  . 


BURGH  OF  KINTORE . 


NUISANCES; - During  tho  yoar  sixteen  intimations  wore  sorved 
in  connection  with  defective  properties  and  theso  have  boon  fairly 
well  attended  to.  The  nature  of  the  complaints  were  of  the  usual 
routine  type,  and  calls  fer  no  special  comment. 

WATER- SUPPLIES . - After  considerable  difficulties  a largo 
augmentation  scheme  was  finished  by  the  close  of  the  yoar.  This  new 
scheme  is  reckoned  to  supply  seme  20,000  gallons  per  twenty-four 
hours,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  it  is  giving  every  satisfaction. 


DRAIN AC-E ; - Tho  seviers  within  tho  Burgh  worked  satisfactorily 

during  the  year  and  would  appear  to  be  all  in  ordor.  New  drains  woro 
laid  down  for  one  new  house  and  also  for  one  block  of  two  houses, 
which  was  reconditioned . 

In  addition  to  the  above  improvements  an  additional  drainage 
scheme  was  load  down  in  connection  with  other  four  properties. 

Eight  smoke  tests  were  carried  out  in  connection  with  the 
above  work » 

HOUSING s - There  are  still  several  houses  occupied,  which  were 
reported  upon  in  my  previous  Report  for  demolition,  and  before  any 
practical  steps  can  be  taken  here  tho  Local  Authority  will  have  no 
alternative,  but  to  provide  new  houses  to  replace  the  houses  reported 
for  demolition. 

No  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  for  lotting  ourposos. 

DAIRIES ; - There  is  only  one  registered  dairy  in  the  Burgh  and 
tho  same  was  found  to  bo  in  fairly  good  ordor  at  the  time  of 
inspection. 

FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS t - There  are  two  factories  and  seven 
workshops  within  the  Burgh  and  no  intimations  wore  served  during 
the  year  for  defective  premises.  Fourteen  inspections  were  made 
under  the  above  Act. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES;-  During  the  year  tho  following  cases  wore 
notified;  - 


SCAVENGING  / 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 


9 4 0 


4 

7 
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SCAVENGING s - The  Scavenging  of  the  Burgh  continues  to  give 
every  satisfaction. 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  s - The  following  statement  shows  the 
position  as  regards  the  sanitary  conveniences - 

Where  one  w.c.  is  common  to  more  than  one  tenant 


2 Tenants. 

. i 

3 Tenants . 4 Tenants.;  5 Tenants. 

■ 1 

OO 

i — 1 

10  | 8 1 1 

The  number  of  privy  middens  and  dry  closets  used  by  one 
tenant,  or  mores - 


j Privy 

Dry 

! Middens.; 

Closets . 

J 1 

1 Tenant  only  ' 7 

1 

( 2 ) Strathbogie  Division . 
A.  SENEGAL  SMI  TAT  ION. 


I.  WATER  SUPPLIES s-  There  are  10  Special  Water  Districts  within 
the  Division  comprising,  Auchleven  & Premnay,  Cuminestown,  Garmond, 
Gartly  Station,  Insch  & Rothney,  New  Byth,  Old  Rayne  & Pitmachie, 
Rhynie,  Rothienorman,  and  Ruthven.  A largely  signed  Petition  was 
received  from  the  inhabitants  of  tho  combined  Villages  of  Old  Rayne 
and  Pitmachie  requesting  tho  formation  of  a Special  Water  District. 

Auchleven  & Premnay’;.  During  the  year,  the  new  works  referred 
to  in  my  report  for  last  year  were  completed.  This  consisted  of  a 
re-inforced  concrete  reservoir  of  12,000  gallon  capacity  and  2,322 
lineal  yards  of  3n  diameter  steel,  bitumen  lined,  piping  along  with 
necessary  valves  and  hydrants. 

Garmond s A slight  shortage  of  water  ms  experienced  owing  to 
a leaky  water  tap  not  receiving  timeous  repair.  The  supply  is  by  a 
water  wheel  pump  to  a reservoir  adjoining  the  Special  District,  which 
at  the  time  of  the  shortage  was  delivering  2,650  gallons  por  24  hours 
or  22  gallons  per  head  per  day . 

Gartly  Stations  Complaint  was  made  of  a shortage  of  water  at 
the  local  Authority  houses,  and,  on  investigation  it  was  found  that 
there  was  a plentiful  supply  at  the  sourco,  and  that  tho  cause  of 
tho  shortage  was  lack  of  pressure,  the  level  of  the  wator  in  the 
reservoir  and  the  level  of  the  water  in  tho  cisterns  for  the  hot 
water  circulation  in  the  houses  being  practically  the  same.  An 
experiment  was  made  by  lowering  one  of  the  latter  cisterns,  and 
xhic  has  proved  satisfactory. 
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Now  Byth:  Improvement  of  this  supply  has  been  receiving 

consideration.  Meantime  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  pipes  is 
insufficient  to  meet  maximum  demands,  resulting  in  an  intermittent 
supply  at  the  houses  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  Village. 

Rothien orman:  Investigation  was  made  during  the  year  for  a 

new  supply  for  this  Village.  The  existing  supply  is  a private  one 
and  is  now  proving  to  be  inadequate. 

In  all  the  other  Special  Districts  the  water  supply  was  of  good 
quality  and  sufficient  in  quantity. 

Of  21  samples  reported  on  by  the  County  Analyst,  2 were  of 
excellent  quality,  5 very  good,  6 good,  2 fair  and  6 bad.  V/here 
any  suspicion  attaches  to  tho  quality  of  any  water  supply,  a sample 
of  the  water  is  always  taken. 

Thirtythree  new  water  supplies  were  provided  and  53  existing 
supplies  were  improved. 

A point  of  interest  noted  was  that  several  deep  wells  supply- 
ing houses  in  Rural  Areas,  generally  regarded  as  roliablo  sources, 
had  gone  dry  during  tho  month  of  August,  and  that  the  water  had  not 
returned  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Tho  houses  wore  so  situated  that 
it  was  impossible  to  obtain  an  alternative  supply  at  a reasonable 
cost . 


II.  DRAIN AGE  SYSTEM;  There  are  5 Special  Districts  with  efficient 
systems  of  drainage  namely,  Cuminestown,  Gartly  Station,  Insch  and 
Rothney,  New  Byth,  and  Rhynie. 

Insch  & Rothney  s Investigation  showed  that  the  outfall  works 

were  not  giving  entire  satisfaction  and  tho  question  of  improving 
this  or  providing  new  outfall  works  is  presently  under  consideration. 

Tho  provision  of  new  drainage  works  and  sewers  at  Auchloven 
and  Premnay  and  Rothienornan  has  not  yet  been  started. 

Fifty six  new  drainage  systems  wore  constructed  during  the 
year,  13  were  improved  and  the  smoke  test  was  applied  on  98  occasions. 

Ill*  SEWAGE  PURIFICATION  & DISPOSAL:  As  mentioned  under  Drainage 

System,  the  question  of  improving  or  renewing  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  in  Insch  and  Rothney  is  under  consideration.  The  Sowago 
Purification  Works  in  Cuminestown,  consisting  of  septic  tank  and 
sprinkling  filters  gave  satisfaction. 

IV.  SCAVENGING  : The  Special  Scavenging  Districts  within  tho 

Division  are  Cuminestown,  Insch  and  Rothney,  and  Rhynie.  In  each 

of  these  Districts  tho  method  of  disposal  of  the  refuse  is  by  moans 
of  controlled  tipping.  In  Cuminestown  and  Rhynie  tho  collection  is 
twice  weekly,  while  in  Insch  and  Rothney  thore  is  a collection  four 
times  weekly.  The  entry  gate  and  fencing  at  Cuminestown  coup  was 
improved.  These  refuse  dumps  wore  visited  regularly  and  wore  found 
to  be  maintained  in  an  efficient  manner. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES s The  following  table  shows  Estimated 

Population,  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  sanitary  conveniences 
used  in  common  within  the  Special  Districts,  vizs- 


Special  / 
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V.  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  (Contd.);  During  the  year  and  throughout 
the  Division,  86  houses  were  improved  by  the  introduction  of  sinks  and 
water  supply  while  50  houses  were  provided  with  separate  water  closets. 

It  is  an  express  condition  that  houses  reconditioned  with 
assistance  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers ) Act  must  be  provided 
with  water  supply  laid  on  to  a sink,  while,  wherever  it  is  reasonably 
practicable  an  inside  water  closet  is  insisted  upon. 

The  term,  "wherever  it  is  reasonably  practicable"  is  capable  of 
wide  interpretation  and  allows  of  considerable  variation  in  the  sett- 
ing up  a standard. 

From  experience,  it  is  only  in  isolated  cases  where  the  provi- 
sion of  a water  closet  is  found  to  be  impracticable  and  the  standard 
of  tli is  department  is  that  a water  closet  should  be  provided  for  each 
tenant  inside  the  house  where  circumstances  permit. 

At  the  present  time,  as  much  attention  as  possible  is  given  to 
the  reduction  in  number  of  structurally  sound  houses  defective  as 
regards  sanitary  conveniences  and  indoor  water  supply,  but  the  major 
problems  of  dealing  with  unfit  and  overcrowded  houses  must  receive 
first  attention.  The  problem  of  bringing  houses  up  to  a first  class 
standard  must  of  necessity  be  a gradual  one.  Progress  in  this  conn- 
ection in  several'  of  the  Villages  and  Special  Districts  depends  on  tho 
adequacy  of  the  wator  supply  and  tho  efficiency  of  the  drainage 
system,  and,  as  previously  stated  schemes  of  water  supply  and  drain- 
age for  a number  of  these  places  are  receiving  attention. 

VI.  RIVERS  POLLUTION;-  No  complaint  was  made  regarding  pollution 
of  rivers  within  the  Division. 

VII.  OFFENSIVE  TRADES:-  There  are  4 such  trades  in  the  Division, 

3 being  private  slaughterhouses  while  the  other  is  a knackery.  All 
were  visited  regularly  and  were  found  to  be  conducted  in  a proper 
manner. 


As  mentioned  in  tho  report  for  1935  > modern  machinery  was 
installed  at  the  knackery  situated  at  Markethill,  Turriff,  consist- 
ing of  a steam  jacketed  concentrator,  centrifugal  fat  extractor  and 
a chlorinator,  whereby  the  character  of  the  trade  and  the  condition 
of  the  premises  have  been  vastly  improved. 

The  steam  used  in  the  dry  rendering  machine  is  drawn  off  by  a 
fan  and  conveyed  to  a chlorinating  tower  where  the  foul  gases  are 
washed  and  purified  before  being  discharged  to  the  external  air. 

Power  for  driving  the  concentrator,  extractor,  grinding  machines, 
fans  etc.,  is  supplied;  by  an  oil  engine  while  a Lancashire  Boiler 
provides  the  steam.  Condensed  steam  is  lifted  by  means  of  a trap  i 
to  provide  an  adequate  supply  of  hot  water  throughout  the  premises 
for  cleaning  purposes. 

VIII*  (a)  Schools ; There  are  40  schools  within  the  Division? 
nearly  all  these  places  were  visited  during  the  year. 

Modern  sanitary  conveniences  were  introduced  at  Forgue  Central 
School  and  Badenscoth  School  while  a new  water  supply  was  introduced 
at  Fisherie  School,  King  Edward. 

(b  & c)  Workshops  & Factories:  There  are  72  factories  and 

153  workshops  on  the  Register. 
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Eightysix  visits  of  inspoction  wore  node  and  4 dofocts 
of  a minor  nature  were  found  and  remedied. 

(d)  Common  Lodging  Houses;  There  are  no  common  lodging 
houses  within  the  Division. 

(e)  Burial  Grounds;  The  burial  grounds  continue  to  bo 
kept  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

The  burial  ground  at  Monquhitter  was  extended  during  the 

year. 


IX.  MISCELLANEOUS  : 

. Infectious  Diseases;  Two  hundred  and  forty-seven  cases 

were  notified  and  dealt  withj  of  these  116  were  Scarlet  Fever, 
57  Diphtheria,  57  Pneumonia,  7 Erysipelas,  4 Puerperal  Fever, 

2 Puerperal  Pyrexia,  3 Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  1 Para -typhoid 
Fever. 


B.  HOUSING: 


The  year  1936  was  an  epic  one  as  it  marked  the  finish  of  the 
survey  required  under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act  1935>  of  all  houses 
of  £45  rental  and  under. 

The  following  table  shows  the  description  and  classific- 
ation of  houses  inspected  and  the  number  and  percentage  over- 
crowded. Houses  placed  in  Category  I,  are  houses  considered  to 
be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation,  Category  II  includes 
houses  which  can  be  made  fit  for  human  habitation  at  a reasonable 
cost  while  Category  III  includes  houses  which  are  totally  unfit 
for  human  habitation,  viz:- 
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B.  HOUSING  (Contd.):  Out  of  a total  of  622  - 1 apartment  housos, 

596  or  95°8/l  are  single  men’s  sleeping  apartments  or  "chaumers"  and 
this  accounts  mainly  for  the  increase  in  the  total  number  of  houses 
as  compared  with  the  estimate  of  last  year.  There  is  a total  of 
626  "chaumers",  of  which  214  or  34.2/£  are  overcrowded.  Some  of  these 
apartments  are  of  large  floor  area  and  it  is  doubtful  if  the  standard 
of  2 persons  per  room  should  be  enforced.  It  might  be  possible  to 
sub-divide  these  rooms  but  it  is  questionable  if  this  would  constitute 
an  improvement . 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  table  that  the  oxtorrt  of  over- 
crowding in  the  Division  as  a whole  is  10.1^.  The  table  also  showB 
that  overcrowding  is  largest  in  Category  III  houses,  namely,  25-5/'* 

Of  695  cottar  houses,  88  or  12.7/^  are  overcrowded.  The 
housing  of  farm  servants  and  crofters  presents  many  problems. 

Under  present  legislation,  it  does  not  appear  practicable 
to  house  crofters,  cottars,  etc.,  in  Local  Authority  Schemes,  unless 
such  houses  are  erected  on,  or,  in  close  proximity  to  the  sites  of 
the  existing  defective  or  overcrowded  houses.  One  way  out  of  the 
difficulty  might  be  by  the  giving  of  a subsidy  to  owners  for  the 
building  of  new  houses  on  crofts,  farms  etc.  If  such  a scheme  was 
in  operation,  it  would  encourage  proprietors  to  take  advantage  of 
such  a grant , and  thus  the  Local  Authority  would  bo  roliovod  of 
erocting  a considorable  number  of  housos. 

A dotonnined  effort  is  being  made  by  the  Local  Authority  to 
eradicate  uninhabitable  housos  and  to  abate  overcrowding.  During 
tho  year,  tho  oroction  of  4 housos  was  started  at  Guminostown,  while 
4 houses  at  Baaonscoth  and  4 at  Crudie  wore  completed;  othor  eight 
sites  have  been  seloctod,  upon  which  it  is  meantime  proposed  to 
erect  92  houses . 

Undor  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  34  housos  wore  re- 
conditioned with  assistance  while  undor  tho  Building  Byelaws  31 
houses  wero  reconstructed  or  improved.  The  nature  of  improvements 
consisted  of  heightening  of  walls;  provision  of  adequate  light, 
ventilation  and  sanitary  conveniences;  provision  of  food  store, 
scullery  and  additional  bedroom;  renewal  of  roofs  and  floors; 
protection  against  dampness  and  intomal  covering  of  walls  formerly 
plastered  on  stone;  the  introduction  of  water  supplies  and  pro- 
vision of  adequate  drainage. 

Thirty  one  houses  were  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  to 
bo  dealt  with  in  Terms  of  Section  16  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act 
1930. 


Of  the  houses  dealt  with  by  tho  Local  Authority,  3 were 
rendered  fit  for  human  habitation,  6 wero  closed  and  l8  wero  the 
subjocts  of  Demolition  Orders. 

C-  FOOD  SUPPLY; 

(1)  Milk:  Six  names  wero  added  to  tho  Register  and  3 removed, 

giving  a total  of  63  registered  dairies  within  t.ie  Division. 

One  hundred  and  sixtyfour  inspections  were  paid  to  those 
promises  and  the  standards  of  construction  and  cleanliness  wore  on 
the  whole  quite  satisfactory.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  a 
draft  set  of  new  byelaws  is  being  prepared,  which  will  ensure 
uniformity  throughout  tho  County. 
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Five  dairy  premises  were  completely  remodelled  while  3 
were  improved  by  renewal  and  extensions  of  byres,  provision  of 
improved  ventilation  and  erection  of  new  milk  store. 

(2)  Meat.  The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  is  6 and  there 
are  3 private  slaughterhouses  within  the  area,  one  being  at  Insch, 
one  at  Fyvie  and  the  other  at  Rhynie.  The  slaughterhouses  were 
visited  regularly. 

Herewith  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  animals  slaughter 
ed  and  the  weight  of  neat  condemned:  - 


Class  of 
Animals . 

Number 

of  Anxmals . 

Weight  in 
lbs . of 
ccnd emned 
meat  & 
offals . 

Slaughtered 

Wholly  | Partially 

Condemned  ; Condemned 

• 

Cattle 

600 

3 : 20 

3560 

Sheep 

1 Cl 

-o-*- 

15  5 

1020 

Pigs 

29 

3 1 

: 

320 

Nine  lbs<>  of  other  foods  were  seised  and  destroyed  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 


( 3 ) Mar Division . 

WATER  SUPPLIES?-  The  Special  Water  Supply  districts  within 
the  Division  are  Aboyne,  Alford,  Dinnet , Kincardine  O’Neil,  Logie- 
Coldstone,  Lumphanan,  Lumsden,  Montgarrie,  Tarland  and  Torphine. 

In  the  special  district  of  Braemar,  contracts  wore  accepted 
for  the  renewing  of  about  2,500  yards  of  4”  and  6 " water  mains. 
This  work  was  being  proceeded  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  Alford  Special  District  an  acute  shortage  of  water 
occurred  during  the  summer  months  and  a temporary  augmentation  of 
the  water  supply  was  procured  from  the  farms  of  Tillychetly  and 
Kinstair,  This  water  r‘ s of  excellent  quality  and  of  sufficient 
quantity  to  augment  the  present  supply  so  as  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  district  for  many  years.  It  is  expected  that  the 
work  of  permanently  augmenting  the  supply  will  bo  commenced  at  an 
early  da+o. 


In  all  ether  special  districts  the  water  supply  was  satis- 
factory in  quality  and  quantity  and  calls  for  no  comment . 
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Owing  to  the  dry  season,  a shortage  of  water  occurred  in 
connection  with  many  private  supplies  in  the  rural  areas,  and  25 
new  supplies  were  introduced. 


Fifteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis  during  the 
year,  with  the  following  results;-  Good  9?  Fair  2,  Bad  4.  Action 
was  taken  in  the  cases  whore  the  result  of  the  analysis  was  un- 
satisfactory. 

The  following  tables  show  ihe  position  in  the  Division  with 
regard  to  water  supplies  to  houses. 


SPECIAL  DISTRICTS : 

No.  of  houses  with  water  supply  and  sink  inside  ... 

’’  11  using  outside  tap  278 

" " " " pump  ...  ...  33 

" " " " dip-well,  spring  etc.  . 4 

Total  " " without  inside  water  supply 

RURAL  AREAS  i 

No.  of  houses  with  water  and  sink  inside  

" using  outside  tap  401 

" " " " " pump  ...  ...  383 

" " dip-well,  spring  etc.  . /88 

Total  " " ,!  without  water  and  sink  inside 


829 


_31£ 

1144 


1311 


1552 

2863 


DRAINAGES-  The  following  are  the  special  drainage  districts 
in  the  divisions-  Aboyne,  Alford,  Braemar,  Dinnet , Kincardine 
O'Neil,  Lumphanan,  Lumsden,  Tarland  and  Torphins. 

The  sewers  at  Dinnet  and  Alford  were  extended  100  yards  and 
50  yards  respectively  during  the  year  to  serve  several  privately 
owned  houses  erected  during  the  past  few  years. 

Further  complaints  were  reoeived  regarding  pollution  of  the 
Beliie  Bum  from  the  Torphins  sewage  works,  but  a recurrence  of 
this  will  be  obviated  when  the  present  intention  to  construct 
proper  disposal  works  materialises. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Aboyne,  Braemar,  Dinnet, 
Kincardine  O'Neil,  Lumphanan  and  Tarland,  which  are  under  the 
supervision  of  Aberdeen  Town  Council,  have  been  carried  on  satis- 
factorily and  no  nuisance  was  found  at  Alford  and  Lumsden. 

The  sewers  in  all  districts  performed  satisfactorily. 
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SANITARY  RCCQL1MQDRTI0N s The  following  tables  show  the 
position  in  the  division,  with  regard  to  sanitary  accommodation . 

Special  Districts  . 


No . 

of 

houses 

with 

bsiths  © • • • • • 

517 

V. 

Si 

ti 

II 

W • C • •••  ••• 

797 

n 

II 

U 

II 

Privy  ...  ... 

197 

n 

ii 

II 

a 

no  1 .C  . or  privy  . 

1 

used 

in 

common 

. 

r"  ■ 

! 

2 tenants  . 

3 tenants. 

4 tenants . 

5 tenant s . 

1 30 

| 

22 

8 

1 

Privies  used  in  common. 


i j 

I 2 tenants.  ■ 3 tenants. 
1 j 

4 tonants  . 

5 tenants. 

i 1 

1 1 

’ i 

- 

Rural  Areas . 

No.  of  houses  with  baths  ...  ...  359 


is  it  t)  t; 

1i  I!  I!  II 

I!  II  II  II 

W.C ' s . us ed  in  c oramon . 


W «G 's«  ...  ... 

643 

Privies  . . ... 

2238 

no  W.C.  or  privy. 

70 

! | 
j 2 tenants,  j 3 tenants. 

I 

4 tonants . 

5 tenants. 

i 2 I - 

j j 

Ivies  used  in  common. 

t 

1 1 

1 2 tenants.  1 3 tenants. 

i ! 

4 t onant  s . 

5 tenants. 

1 

1 7 i 3 

! 1 

- 

j 

NUISANCES  / 
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NUISANCES : - 29  complaints  of  nuisances  were  received  during 

the  year.  These  consisted  mainly  of  filthy  ashpits  and  choked 
drains,  and  in  most  cases  were  dealt  with  by  verbal  intimation. 

Complaint  was  received  regarding  the  filthy  condition  of  a 
small  stagnant  loch  near  to  the  Council  houses  at  Golf  Road, 

Aboyne.  This  was  investigated  along  with  an  Inspector  of  the 
Department  of  Health,  and  following  on  report  to  them,  the 
District  Council  are  taking  steps  to  have  the  loch  drained. 

SCAVENGINGS  - The  following  are  the  special  scavenging 
districts:-  Aboyne,  Alford,  Braemar,  Lumsden,  Tarland  and  Torphins. 

The  village  of  Tarland  was  formed  into  a Special  Scavenging 
District  during  the  year,  and  a contractor  was  employed  to  remove 
the  refuse  twice  weekly. 

In  other  districts  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse 
have  been  carried  on  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

The  village  of  Lumphanan  is  still  without  a proper  method 
of  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  and  the  unsatisfactory  state  of 
affairs  mentioned  in  last  year's  report,  continues. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES:-  The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year  was  34-2,  made  up  as  follows: - 

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Pneumonia  

Erysipelas  

Dysentery  ...  ... 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . . 


221 

77 

34 

4 

5 

1 

342 


The  incidence  of  both  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  was 
considerably  higher  than  last  year. 

254  visits  of  enquiry  were  made.  Disinfection  of  bedding 
was  carried  out  in  all  cases,  and  houses  were  disinfected  where 
considered  necessary. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 5 - There  are  15  private  slaughterhouses  in 
the  Division.  During  the  year  339  visits  of  inspection  were  made, 
and  782  carcases  were  inspected  comprising  $68  cattle,  183  sheep  and 
31  pigs.  The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year 
was  3472,  comprising  1704  cattle,  1613  sheep,  152  pigs  and  3 calves. 

2485  lbs . of  meat  and  445  Ihs . offal  were  seized  and  destroyed, 
in  every  case  with  the  consent  of  the  owner. 

The  slaughterhouses  are  generally  kept  in  a clean  and  tidy 
condition  and  minor  complaints  were  rectified  on  attention  being 
drawn  to  them. 
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Tho  slaughterhouses  in  the  Division  are  widely  scattered 
and  strict  supervision  is  extremely  difficult. 

68  inspections  of  meat  and  other  foods  were  made  at  shops 
and  77  lbs.  of  foodstuffs  were  seized  and  destroyed,  in  every  case 
with  the  consent  of  the  owner. 

SCHOOLS : - Inspections  at  schools  found  them  to  be  generally 
in  a well  kept  condition. 

New  W.C's  and  latrine  accommodation  were  provided  at  Crathie 
School,  and  W.C's  for  the  staff  were  installed  at  Keig  School. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS : - Inspections  were  made  as  opportunity 
offered,  and  in  all  cases  the  Burial  Grounds  we re  found  to  be  kept 
in  good  condition. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  and  MILKSHOPS;-  There  are  32  registered 
dairies  in  the  division,  and  60  inspections  wore  mode  during  tho 
year.  There  was  one  now  dairy  registered.  Tho  standard  of 
cleanliness  is  generally  high,  and  only  minor  defects  wore  found. 

There  is  no  change  to  bo  reported  on  tho  condition  of  tho 
unsatisfactory  dairy,  mentioned  in  my  last  year's  roport . 

HOUSING; - The  survey  of  the  Division  under  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act,  1935  was  completed  during  the  year. 

There  are  4512  dwelling  houses  of  £45  or  under  rental  in 
the  division,  of  'which  ll60  are  within  the  Special  Districts  and 
3352  in  the  Rural  Areas.  Of  the  total  number  452  are  unfit  for 
habitation,  but  27  of  these  were  vacant  at  the  time  of  inspection. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  and  percentage  of 
overcrowded  fit  houses. 


Special  Districts. 


No.  Surveyed. 
No  .Overcrowded 

l overcrowded 


1 apt . 

2 apt . 

3 apt . 

4 apt . 

5 apt . 

1 6 apt  s • 
I & over . 

Total 

21 

co 

i — l 

324 

197 

134 

j 336 

ll60 

2 

16 

25 

1 

1 

1 

45 

9-5 

10.8 

7*7 

•5 

.7 

- 

3-8 
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Rural  Areas « 


No.  Surveyed 
No  .Overcrowded 
} Overcrowded 


1 apt . 

2 apt . 

— 

3 apt . 

4 apt . 

5 apt . 

6 apt  s . 
& over. 

Total . 

458 

230 

- ! 

CTN 

VD 

L 

449 

865 

781 

3352 

69 

22 

30 

5 

3 

1 

130 

15*1 

9,1 

5-2 

1.1 

• 34 

.12 

3.8 

1 

In  addition  there  are  64  houses  overcrowded  which  are  unfit 
for  habitation. 

no  cases  of  overcrowding  can  be  remedied  by  removal  of 
Boarded-out  children,  eviction  of  lodgers  and  re-housing  of  sub-lets. 

10  Council  houses  are  overcrowded. 


The  rehousing  of  families  in  the  rural  areas  presents  a very 
difficult  problem.  It  would  be  an  uneconomical  proposition  to  build 
cottar  houses,  farm  houses,  crofts  etc.  in  the  rural  areas,  and  it 
will  be  difficult  to  get  the  owners  of  estates  to  build  new  houses 
to  suit  all  requirements  for  quite  a number  of  years. 

Overcrowding  in  cottar  houses  presents  another  difficulty 
as  this  is  a very  movable  part  of  the  population. 

The  building  of  hamlets  too,  is  impracticable  in  this 
Division,  as  it  is  impossible  to  situate  these  so  as  to  be  suitable 
for  the  requirements. 

The  number  of  houses  required  in  the  division  if  decanting 
is  successful  is  as  follows: - 


For  rehousing  overcrowded  families  (Special  Districts)  8l 

" families  in  unfit  houses  ( " ) 58 

" overcrowded  families  (Rural  Areas)  120 

families  in  unfit  houses  ( " ” ) 343 

602 


If  decanting  is  not  successful  the  number  of  houses 
required  will  be  650  made  up  as  follows s- 


overcrowded 

families 

(Special  Districts) 

99 

families  in 

unfit  houses  ( " 

" ) 

68 

overcrowded 

families 

( Rural 

Areas  ) 

127 

families  in 

unfit  houses  ( " 

" ) 

356 

650 

T'he  / 


If 


If 
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The  Local  Authority  continue  to  make  progress  in  erecting 
new  houses.  4-3  apt.  houses  at  Torphins  were  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year,  and  2-3  apt . and  2-4  apt . houses 
at  Coull  will  soon  be  ready  for  occupation. 

A block  of  7 houses  at  Berry  Row,  Alford,  was  acquired  by 
the  Local  Authority  and  reconstructed  into  5 " 3 apt  . dwelling 
houses  with  the  aid  of  a grant  under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act, 
1930. 


4-3  apt.  and  2-4  apt.  houses  were  in  course  of  erection 
at  Lumphanan  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  the  erection  was  approved  of  12  houses  at 
Aboyne,  12  at  Alford,  4 at  Crathie  and  2 at  Lumsden. 

There  were  9 applications  for  grants  under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Acts  and  with  one  exception  these  were  approved 
for  a grant.  7 houses  were  totally  reconstructed  and  the  other 
works  included  the  introduction  of  now  water  supply,  drainage,  etc. 

19  houses  wore  improved  without  assistance  of  a grant  . 

The  improvements  included  additional  bedroom  accommodation,  new 
bathrooms,  water  supplies  etc. 

5 houses  were  erected  or  are  in  course  of  erection  by 
private  enterprise,  but  none  of  these  are  for  letting. 

22  notices  were  served  in  terms  of  Section  16  (l)  c?  tho 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930.  4 undertakings  wero  given  follow- 

ing notices  under  Section  (l). 

10  Demolition  Orders  were  made  under  Section  16  (3)* 


(4)  Buchan  Division. 


WATER;  - The  seventeen  Special  Water  Districts  have  been  well 
maintained  and,  with  the  exception  of  New  Pitsligo,  very  little 
scarcity  of  water  was  experienced. 

New  Pitsligo; - There  is  a definite  scarcity  of  wator  during 
tho  summer  and  the  County  Engineer  has  been  endeavouring  to  find  a 
new  source,  but  so  far  without  success.  This  village  stands  at  a 
high  point  in  the  District  and  a new  water  scheme  will  be  costly. 

Mintlaw; - The  water  main  in  South  and  North  Streets,  with 
branch  to  the  Housing  Scheme,  was  renewed.  670  yards  of  3"  diameter 
cast-iron  mains  with  valves  etc.  were  laid  at  a cost  of  £336. 

St . Fergus ; - The  work  in  this  newly  formed  district  was 
completed  at  a cost  of  £1,900.  The  scheme  consisted  of  f athering 
works,  10,000  gallon  suction  tank,  semi-automatic  pumping  station, 
20,000  gallon  elevated  storage  tank,  2,000  yards  of  3”  spun-iron 
main,  251  yards  of  3"  rising  main.  The  supply  has  been  in 
operation  since  September  and  has  proved  very  satisfactory. 


Stuart  field/ 


■ 
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Stuartfield ; - The  gathering  works  at  Dens  of  Crichie  were 
protected  from  pollution  at  a cost  of  £50. 

In  Special  Districts  140  house  connections  were  made  to 
public  water  mains,  150  sinks  anu  35  baths  were  provided  and  15 
outside  taps  were  erected. 

In  the  Rural  Area  47  sinks  were  provided,  14  rotary  pumps 
fitted  up  and  10  baths  installed. 

Water  Samples;-  Forty  eight  samples  were  submitted  for  exam- 
ination - 40  for  chemical  analysis  and  8 for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination. Eleven  were  reported  as  being  of  good  quality,  8 fair, 

5 doubtful  and  not  suitable  for  domestic  uso  and  24  bad.  Eloven 
of  the  samples  acted  on  lead  piping. 

DRAINAGE s - The  Drainage  Districts  were  kept  in  good  working 
order  and  no  serious  chokos  occurred. 

A complete  new  drainage  scheme  was  approved  for  the  village 
of  Sandhavon  and  Pitullio  at  a cost  of  £3,500.  So  far  too  work 
has  not  commenced. 

The  villages  of  Mint  lav/,  Now  Abordour,  Hatton,  St.  Fergus, 

Now  Leeds  and  Longside  have  been  submitted  for  formation  into 
Special  Drainage  Districts  and  the  County  Engineer  is  designing 
schemes . 

Work  was  commenced  in  Laying  sowers  and  sewage  disposal 
plant  in  Maud  and  Nov/  Deer. 

Mauds  - Complete  scheme  of  6",  8",  10"  and  12"  sewers. 
Purification  works  in  the  fora  of  detritus  tanks,  settling  tanks, 
automatic  syphon  and  sprinkler  bed  and  sludge  drying  beds.  Total 
cost  £6,000. 

New  Deer;  - Scheme  for  complete  drainage  system  including 
purification  works  similar  to  Maud.  Estimated  cost  £3,120. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  the  willingness  of  the  Council 
to  form  Special  Drainage  Districts  in  villages  v/ithout  such 
services . 

Only  two  villages,  Methlick  and  Pennan,  are  now  without 
special  drainage  proposals  . Owing  to  their  geographical  position 
and  small  population  there  is  not  any  likelihood  of  sewers  being 
laid  in  the  near  future. 

Forty  five  connections  were  made  to  public  sewers  for  drain- 
age of  v/at or  clos ets , sinks  etc. 

Six  hundred  and  four  inspections  were  made  of  house  drains. 

One  hundred  and  seventy  three  smoke  tests  were  applied  to  new  and 
existing  drains.  One  drain  had  to  be  lifted  owing  to  defective 
workmanship . 

WATER.  C L0 SETS , etc.;-  Ninety  five  Water  Closets  wero  provided 
by  property  owners  in  Special  Districts  and  15  in  the  Rural  Area. 

With  the  formation  of  villages  into  Spocial  Drainage  Districts 
the  provisions  of  Section  20  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act  1925  are 
now  being  enforcod. 


PUBLIC  / 
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PUBLIC  0 ONVENIENCES s - The  public  conveniences  at  Collieston 

and  Boddam  have  been  kept  in  a clean  condition.  A scheme  to  erect 
public  conveniences  at  Caimbulg,  Inverallochy  and  St.  Combs  was 
drawn  up  at  a cost  of  £70  each.  The  work  has  not  yet  commenced. 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  with  the  conveniences  for  Cruden 
Bay. 


HOUSINGS  - Housing  still  takes  the  premier  place  in  the  duties 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  this  Division.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year  the  survey  of  all  the  houses , under  £45  rental,  in  the  Rural 
Area  was  completed  and  the  result  of  the  survey  is  briefly 
summarised . 

There  are  4,9C0  houses  in  the  landward  area  consisting  of 
918  Ordinary  houses,  19  Sub-Let  Houses,  1177  Farm  houses,  868  Cottar 
houses,  1073  Crofts,  609  Chaumers , 131  Other  Tied  houses,  5 Tents, 
Vans  and  Sheds,  4 Summer  Residences  and  96  Empty  houses.  Of  this 
number  1119  houses  were  found  unfit  for  human  habitation,  consisting 
of  2?9  Ordinary  houses,  3 Sub-Let  houses,  71  Farm  houses,  28l  Cottar 
houses,  324  Crofts,  110  Chaumers,  8 Other  Tied  horses,  3 nts.  Vans 
and  Sheds  and  40  Empty  houses. 

517  houses  were  found  overcrowded , Category  I - 13,  Category 
II  - 245,  Category  III  - 259*  The  distribution  of  overcrowding  in 
good  and  fair  houses  was  - 21  Ordinary  houses,  2 Sub-Let  houses, 

4 Farm  houses,  78  Cottar  houses,  23  Crofts,  129  Chaumers  and  1 Other 
Tied  house . 

Total  new  houses  required  if  decanting  is  successful  under  the 
new  composite  re -housing  scheme 


Type 

1-apt . 

2 -apt . 

Size  of 

3 -apt . 

House. 
4 -apt . 

5 -apt . 

: 

I 6 -apt . 

• 

[ 

Total 

Ordinary  Houses 

OO 

83 

57 

57 

6 

f 

290 

Farm  Houses 

4 

19 

31 

19 

2 

i 

j 

75 

Cottar  Houses 

31 

86 

151 

U\ 

OO 

8 

| 1 

362 

Crofts 

56 

98 

104 

81 

6 

| ^ 

345 

Chaumers 

204 

29 

L 

- 

- 

j 

239 

Other  Tied  Houses 

- 

8 

2 

1 

1 

| 

12 

Tents,  Vans  & Sheds 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

( 

2 

Totals 

382 

324 

352 

243 

23 

1 

1325 

It  i3  impossible  to  work  decanting  in  farm  houses,  cottar 
houses,  crofts,  chaumers  etc.  so  that  no  re-housing  proposals  wore 
made  for  such  cases.  The  whole  question  of  re-housing  tied  families 
is  being  left  over  until  the  result  of  the  Scottish  Housing  Advisory 
Committee’s  Report  or.  Rural  Housing  is  published.  Definite  re-housing 
proposals  were  made  for  moving  peoplo,  living  in  ovorcrowdod  and  unfit 
houses,  into  the  villages  whenever  now  houses  can  be  erected.  The 
Local  Authority's  programme  in  this  direction  would  be'." 
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Village. 

! 

l-apt . 

j 

I 2 -apt . 

3 -apt . 

| 

1 

j 4 -apt . 

j 5 -apt . 

: 

j Total. 

Boddam 

6 

! 

1 1 

j 

1 

5 

i 

. 6 

| 

18 

Cairnbulg  & 
Inverallochy 

3 

! 

i 

1 4 

I 

s 

i 

4 

2 

13 

C oiliest  on 

7 

| _ 

3 

i 

5 

15 

C rimond 

10 

j 

5 

[ 

3 

- 

- 

CO 

i — 1 

Cruden  Bay 

l 

i 3 

j 

1 

3 

- 

8 

Fetterungus 

1 

2 

3 

1 

- 

7 

Hatton 

2 

2 

1 

4 

4 

- 

12 

Lcngside 

12 

6 

3 

5 

1 

E 

27 

Maya 

1 

3 

1 

2 

- 

7 

Methlick 

12 

8 

4 

1' 

5 

l 

30 

Mint law 

4 

2 

_ 

2 

- 

8 

Hew  Aberdour 

1 

7 

2 

4 

- 

14 

! New  Deer 
1 

3 

3 

4 

- 

10 

New  Leeds 

6 

3 

- 

10 

New  Pit sligo 

1 

3 

1 

9 

Old  Deer 

2 

5 

3 

- 

10 

Ponnan 

1 

1 

i 

- 

j 

2 

j Sandhaven  & Pitullie 

3 

4 

4 

4 

1 

■L 

16 

St . Combs 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

4 

St . Fergus 

6 

10 

5 

3 

- 

24 

St  richen 

1 

7 

6 

3 | 

l 

18 

Stuartfield 

2 

4 

3 | 

1 

- 

10 

' 1 1 

Totals 

- 

C— 

CO 

1 

oo 

UJ 

57  ! 

| 

57  | 

6 j 

290 

- mmJ 

The  question  of  re-housing  Cottar  families  is  very  difficult 
as  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Cattleman  and  all  other  workers  to  live 
r.ea~  the  farm.  With  the  exception  of  the  Cattleman,  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  special  reason  for  the  other  employees  not  living 
in  villages  or  hamlets  a mile  or  so  from  their  work.  As  there  are 
231  unfit  Cottar  houses  in  this  area,  a scheme  was  worked  out  for 
rehousing  families  in  villages  and  hamlets  and  it  was  found  that  the 
average  mileage  from  place  of  work  was  1.64  miles. 
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No  special  action  has  been  taken  so  far  with  regard  to  Rural 
Housing  with  the  exception  that  every  Sstato  owner  has  been  notified 
as  to  tho  condition  of  his  properties. 

In  the  Special  Districts,  Villages  and  Hamlets  great  progress 
has  been  made  in  housing  during  the  year.  Forty  two  houses  were 
completed  and  236  persons  re-housed  under  the  1930  Act.  Of  these 
4 were  built  at  Stuartfield,  6 at  New  Pitsligo,  12  at  Boddam,  6 at 
Hatton,  4 at  Strichen,  4 at  Methlick  and  4 at  Sandhaven. 

Sixty  two  houses  were  commenced  - 10  at  New  Pitsligo,  32  at 
Now  Deer,  8 at  Maud,  8 at  Stuartfield  and  4 at  Fetterangus,  30 
boing  3-apartments  and  32  4-apartmonts . 

6031  inspections  wero  made  of  dwelling  houses,  resulting  in 
1119  houses  being  found  unfit  for  human  habitation.  157  houses  wero 
roprosentod  to  tho  Local  Authority  for  Closure  in  terms  of  Section  16 
(l)  of  tho  Housing  (Scotland)  Act  1930.  37  Demolition  Orders  were 

issuod  and  50  Undertakings  rocoived. 

The  lack  of  alternative  accommodation  prevonts  property 
owners,  in  many  cases,  from  proceeding  with  reconstruction,  and 
progress  is  handicapped. 

Many  docont  homeless  working  poople  aro  forced  into  tho  Poor- 
house  owing  to  their  property  falling  down.  To  prevent  Jhis  tho 
Local  Authority  should  proceed  at  once  to  build  a "Clearing  Houso" 
or  Hostel  in  New  Pitsligo  or  some  other  suitable  village. 

Some  consideration  in  ro-housing  should  bo  given  to  the  "old 
couple"  or  "young  couple"  ’with  a small  family  requiring  1 and  2 
apartment  houses.  It  has  been  the  Department  of  Health's  thoory 
that  when  decanting  comes  into  full  operation  there  will  bo  a surplus 
of  1 and  2-apartment  houses.  So  far  as  this  District  is  concerned, 
with  decanting  100  per  cent,  successful,  478,  1-apartment  and  379? 
2-apartment  houses  are  still  required.  Provision  should  bo  mado  in 
all  re-housing  schemes  for  a percentage  of  2-apartment  houses. 

Housing  (Rural  Workers ) Acts-  One  hundred  and  three  applic- 
ations wore  received  for  grant  covering  120  houses.  7 applications 
wore  refused.  The  work  carried  out  consisted  of  20  additions  of 
Bathrooms,  10  new  Water  Supplios  otc.,  22  completo  Reconstructions, 

13  additions  of  Sculleries,  Water  Closets  otc.  and  31  Alterations 
to  houses . 

Five  hundred  and  four  inspections  were  made  of  premises 
securing  grant . 

Before  plans  are  submitted  to  the  Council  tho  proport y is 
inspected  by  this  Department  and  any  work  required  to  modernise  the 
dwelling  must  be  included  in  the  scheme  before  grant  is  approved. 

In  every  case  where  a gravitation  water  supply  is  available  a seporat 
Water  Closet  is  asked  for  each  house.  A number  of  proposals  have 
been  put  forward  for  improvement  to  houses  on  unsatisfactory  sitos, 
but  these  have  been  deferred  in  tho  hope  that,  in  tho  near  future, 
the  Government  will  allow  subsidy  to  be  paid  for  houses  erected  on 
new  sitos. 

Throughout  the  year  the  class  of  workmanship  in  schemes  under 
the  Act  has  been  very  good.  Any  minor  contraventions  wore  immediate 
ly  ronedied  when  the  contractor's  attention  was  drawn  to  them. 
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Building  Bye-Laws;-  Nineteen  sets  of  plans  were  submitted  and 
approved.  These  were  4 new  bungalows,  5 reconstruction  of  houses, 

1 golf  clubhouse,  1 police  station,  1 shop,  1 garage  and  filling 
station,  1 wooden  house,  1 farm  house  and  1 alteration  to  farm  house, 
1 addition  of  bedroom,  1 church  hall  and  1 chaumer. 

SCAVENGINGS  - The  formation  of  Longside  into  a Special 
Scavenging  District  brings  the  total  to  15*  Cleansing  operations 
are  carried  out  fairly  satisfactorily  by  contractors  in  most 
villages,  but  the  emptying  of  ashpits  in  properties  without  modern 
sanitation  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  Despite  repeated  warnings, 
contractors  do  not  keep  dumps  in  conformity  with  the  regulations 
prescribed  by  the  Department  of  Health.  At  Cairnbulg  and  Inver- 
allochy  the  dump  was  made  into  a proper  sea  tip  and  all  refuse  is 
taken  away  by  the  tide.  New  Deer  dump  was  reconst ructed  and  is  much 
improved. 

In  view  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  work  carried  out  in 
a satisfactory  manner  in  the  majority  of  the  villages,  a scheme  will 
be  submitted  to  the  Council  to  group  villagos  for  cleansing  purposes 
and  do  the  work  by  direct  labour,  using  a mechanical  dust-cart. 

STREET  LIGHTING;-  Since  the  Grampian  Electricity  Co.  have  now 
their  cables  in  the  area,  the  following  Special  Lighting  Districts 
have  been  improved: 


St  ri  chen 

- V/embley  typo 

of  lantern 

fitting. 

Cost  £119. 

Maud 

do . 

do . 

do . 

" £115  • 

New  Deer 

do . 

do . 

do . 

" £ 98- 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTIONS  ETCs-  The  l6  private 
slaughterhouses  remain  well  conducted  and  the  premises  are  kept  in 
a clean  condition. 

Improvements  were  carried  out  at  2 slaughterhouses,  Now 
Pit sligo  1,  Stuart field , 1. 

Twenty  one  persons  received  licences  to  kill  animals  under 
the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Scotland)  Act. 

8347  animals  were  killed  in  tho  slaughterhouses;  Bullocks 
1933 j Heifers  2377 , Cows  5l>  Pigs  1439>  Lambs  685,  Sheep  1852, 

Calves  6 and  Bulls  4.  Those  animals  were  killed  for  the  following 
distribution:  Use  in  own  shops  3159 j For  outside  markot  trade  2306, 

For  other  butchers  2034.  Emergency  slaughtering  848. 

2106  carcases  wore  inspected  consisting  of  890  heifers,  501 
bullocks,  51  cows,  600  sheep,  20  pigs,  24  lambs,  6 calves  and 
4 bulls . 

6741  pounds  of  meat  and  620  pounds  of  offal  were  destroyed 
with  owner's  consent . Moat  destroyed  was:  Total  carcases  of 

Bullocks  and  Heifers  for  Tuberculosis  7?  Total  carcases  of 
Bullocks  for  Septic  Inflammation  1|  Total  carcases  of  Heifers 
for  Bruising  1$  Total  carcases  of  Sheep  11,  Emaciation  2, 
Inflammation  7*  Dropsy  2,  Forequarters  etc.  of  Bullocks  and 
Heifer  for  Tuberculosis  14$  Offals  etc.  of  Bullocks  and  Heifers 
for  Tub«/c*-ulosis  21$  Bovine  Livers  for  Fluke  12,  Abscesses  3 
and  Tuberculosis  24. 
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Ninety  five  inspections  of  neat  and  other  foods  were  made  in 
shops  in  the  various  villages.  10  pounds  of  corned  beef  were 
seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE;-  Seven  hundred  and  four  visits  of 
enquiry  were  made  in  connection  with  infectious  disease.  529 
disinfections  were  carried  out.  The  use  of  spray  and  burning  of 
formalin  candles  was  discontinued,  soap  and  coal  tar  disinfectant 
being  distributed  only. 

The  infectious  diseases  consisted  of:  Scarlet  Fever  334, 

Diphtheria  189,  Pneumonia  75?  Erysipelas  23,  Dysentery  7?  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  4,  Para-Typhoid  Fever  1,  Puerperal  Fever  9 and  Puerporal 
Pyrexia  1,  a total  of  643  cases. 

DAIRIES : - There  were  146  dairies  on  the  register  at  the  ond 
of  the  year  and  2051  cows  were  kept . The  promises  are  distributed 
over  the  area  as  follows:  St.  Fergus  2 dairies  with  32  cows: 

New  Deer  12  dairies  with  72  cows:  Old  Deer  16  dairies  with  219  cows: 

Strichen  6 dairies  with  57  cows:  Longs ide  5 dairies  with  34  cows: 

Lonmay  4 dairies  with  62  cows:  Pit sligo  3 dairies  with  20  cows. 

Tyrie  3 dairies  with  51  cows:  Aberdour  6 dairies  with  36  cows: 

Rathen  9 dairies  with  120  cows:  Fraserburgh  l8  dairies  with  192  cows: 

Peterhead  33  dairies  with  508  co\7s:  Ellon  9 dairies  with  268  cows: 

Crudon  11  dairies  with  17 8 cows:  Slains  3 dairies  with  56  cows: 

Mothlick  4 dairies  with  36  cows:  Logio-Buchan  2 dairies  with  110 

cows . 


New  dairy  bye-laws  are  in  draft  and  when  they  are  finishod  a 
complete  dairy  survey  will  bo  made  and  ownors  asked  to  improve  their 
premises.  108  inspections  were  carried  out  resulting  in  24  notices 
being  issued  for  cleansing  and  limewashing  of  promises. 

NUI SANCES : - lifith  the  advent  of  modern  drainage,  public  cleans- 
ing schemes  etc.,  nuisances,  such  as  defective  ashpits,  privies  or 
choked  drains,  are  gradually  becoming  less  noticeable.  Intimations 
were  sent  for  the  following:  Defective  Ashpits  405  Dirty  Privies  10 5 

Choked  Drains  12,  Dirty  Promises  2.  All  owners  attended  promptly  to 
the  inti  nations. 

A whale,  12’6:l  long,  washed  ashore  at  Sandhaven,  was  buried 
at  the  expense  of  the  Local  Authority.  A number  of  dogs  and  sheep, 
washed  up  by  the  tide,  were  also  disposed  of . 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS:  - There  are  321  factories,  workshops 
and  workplaces  in  the  District.  Very  few  inspections  woro  carried 
out  as  the  premises  are  usually  well  conducted  although  on  a small 
scale.  Five  bakers  were  asked  to  cloan  and  limewash  their  promises. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES: - The  2 unregistered  common  lodging 
houses  are  still  in  use  at  New  Pitsligo.  The  premises  are  very  un- 
satisfactory but  there  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  them  being  closed 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  houses  in  that  area.  It  is  hoped  that  in 
the  near  future  the  Local  Authority  may  provide  some  kind  of  lodging 
hous  e f or  vagrant  s . 

BURIAL  GROUNDS : - All  burial  grounds  are  well  kept  by  the  various 
District  Committees  and  on  inspection  no  reason  could  bo  found  for 
complaint.  Three  burials  were  undertaken  in  terms  of  Section  69  of 
the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act  1897*  One  interment  took  placo  in 
the  closed  churchyard  at  St.  Combs. 


Old/ 
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Old  Deer  Burial  ground  was  extended  at  a cost  of  £550* 

A scheme  has  been  approved  to  extend  Savoch  churchyard  costing 
£350. 


OFFENS IVE  TRADES : - Herring  By-Products  Ltd.  were  again  granted 
a licence  to  carry  out  the  manufacture  of  Herring  Meal  and  Herring 
Oil  at  the  West  Shore  Factory,  Fraserburgh.  The  premises  are  kept 
in  a very  clean  condition  and  no  serious  complaints  were  received. 

At  my  request,  alterations  were  carried  out  and  an  extractor  was 
placed  in  the  roof  and  gases  conveyed  to  a water  tower  where  a 
washing  process  is  gone  through  with  salt  water. 

During  the  season  25,524  barrols  of  Herring  Offal  were 
purchased  and  of  that  number  13,552  barrels  were  shipped  to  Norway. 
106  tons  of  oil  were  extracted  from  offal  and  shipped  abroad.  No 
Herring  Meal  was  manufactured.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
plant  in  use  at  the  factory  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind  i:  Britain. 

SCHOOLS0.  - The  Local  Authority  are  gradually  improving  sanitary 
conveniences  in  many  schools,  and  in  Strichen  and  New  Pitsligo  new 
schools  are  being  erected.  The  buildings  are  of  modern  construction 
and  are  nearing  completion.  A complaint  was  received  regarding  the 
condition  of  Savoch  School,  Auchnagatt  and  on  inspection  it  was  found 
that  the  drainage  system  required  repair.  The  necessary  work  was 
carried  out  on  intimation  being  given  to  the  Education  authority. 

TENTS  AND  VANS;-  Holiday  camping  was  again  very  popular  along 
the  coast  and  over  130  inspections  were  made.  Complaints  we  re 
received  about  the  condition  of  camps  and  surroundings  at  Colli est on. 
Next  year  it  is  hoped  to  get  a proper  camping  ground  laid  out  and 
confine  campers  to  certain  sites  where  Water  Closet  accommodation 
and  proper  washing  facilities  will  bo  providod.  It  was  found  that 
a number  of  homeless  people  stayed  in  tents  during  the  whole  year. 

The  time  has  arrived  when  proper  bye-laws  should  bo  drawn  up  by  tho 
Local  Authority . 

RATS  AND  MICE;-  Two  .hundred  and  four  inspections  of  premises 
were  carried  out  under  the  Rats  and  Mico  Destruction  Act.  Refuse 
dumps  were  the  main  breeding  grounds  for  tho  vermin.  Periodical 
baiting  and  use  of  Cyanogas  kept  tho  rodents  under  control.  42 
pounds  of  Cyanogas  and  102  bottles  of  Red  Squill  bait  were  used  by 
the  Department.  Owners  of  farms  etc.  require  to  pay  more  attention 
to  the  keeping  down  of  rats  and  until  this  is  done  the  Rat  Problem 
will  still  be  with  us . 
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II. BURGHS . 


(1)  Ballator. 


GENERAL; - During  tho  year  tho  general  sanitary  condition  of  tho 
Burgh  has  been  vory  satisfactory.  Both  soworago  and  water  systems 
continue  to  give  every  satisfaction.  Any  complaints  from  private 
property  regarding  choked  drains,  etc.,  have  boon  attondod  to  as  soon 
as  the  owners  attention  was  drawn  to  them  and  no  proceedings  undor  the 
Burgh  Police  Act  have  boon  found  necessary.  All  household  refuse  is 
collected  daily  and  all  streets  aro  cleaned  daily.  All  gullies  are 
cleaned  out  at  regular  periods  and  aro  all  kept  in  good  working  order. 

WATER  SUPPLY ; - A now  nine  inch  cast  iron  main  has  been  laid 

from  tho  reservoir  to  tho  Burgh,  and  now  distribution  mains  of  four, 
five  and  six  inches  have  been  laid  in  some  of  tho  street^  so  that  on 
ample  supply  of  water  is  assured  in  the  Burgh  for  some  time  to  come. 
Before  these  now  mains  were  laid,  a lack  of  pressuro  was  sometinos 
felt  in  tho  houses  in  tho  higher  part  of  the  Burgh.  This  occurred 
during  the  peak  period  of  tho  visitor  season,  whon  the  population  is 
more  than  doubled.  Since  tho  new  system  was  installed,  this  defect 
has  been  completely  remedied. 

There  aro  43  houses  in  tho  burgh  without  water  and  sink  insido. 
Eight  of  those  houses  are  to  be  reported  on,  with  a view  to  thoir 
being  dealt  with  by  the  Council,  in  respect  of  other  defects.  Two 
of  tho  houses  are  owner  occupied. 

SEWERAGE ; - Continues  to  give  quite  satisfactory  results  and 
is  the  same  as  in  previous  reports. 

COLLECTION  OF  HOUSEHOLD  REFUSE  AND  STREET  CLEANING; - This  is 
done  daily  as  described  in  former  reports  and  no  alteration  has  been 
found  necessary. 

SCHOOLS; - One,  within  Burgh,  is  always  kept  in  a very  satis- 
factory condition. 

WORKSHOPS; - Same  as  formerly  and  no  proceedings  have  been 
found  necessary. 

FACTORIES  AND  BURIAL  GROUNDS;-  None  within  the  Burgh. 

HOUSING; - The  survey  of  houses  in  the  Burgh  undor  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act,  1935>  was  completed  during  tho  year,  and  tho  follow- 
ing information  was  obtained. 

There  are  310  houses  of  £45  or  under  rateable  valuo  in  tho 
Burgh,  and  12  of  these  are  unfit  for  habitation.  A further  6 
houses  could  be  rendered  fit  in  all  respects  by  carrying  out  minor 
repairs.  Seventeen  houses  aro  overcrowded  and  4 of  theso  aro 
unfit  for  human  habitation. 


The  following  tables  show  tho  number  of  now  houses  required 
to  deni  with  (l)  Overcrowded  fit  houses  and  (2)  Unfit  houses 


(1)  / 
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( 1 ) Ovorcrowdod  Fit  Houses  . 


Size  of  Houses. 

l-apt . 

2 -apt . 

3 -apt . 

4 -apt . 

5-apt . 

Total. 

Ovorcrowdod 

4 

6 

3 

13 

Required 

Now  Houses  to  bo 

** 

1 

5 

7 

*• 

13 

built  under  1935  Act.- 
Surplus  Houses  from 

• 

— 

7 

— 

7 

Decrowding . - 3 

(2)  Unfit  Houses. 

3 

1 

7 

Size  of  Housos. 

l-apt . 

2 -apt . 

3 -apt . 

4 -apt . 

5-apt . 

Total. 

Unfit 

6 

5 

1 

12 

Required 
Surplus  Housos 

1 

2 

5 

2 

10  x 

from  Decrowding 
Now  Housos  to  bo 
built  undor  1930 

3 

3 

1 

7 

Act  • 

2 

• 

2 

4 

3t  In  two  casos  pomission  is  to  bo  givon  to  singlo  occupants 
of  unfit  houses,  to  inhabit  tho  houses  as  long  as  they  roquiro  thorn, 
and  thereafter  a demolition  order  will  to  made. 


If  decanting  fails  the  numbers  of  houses  required  undor  tho 
1930  and  1935  Acts  respectively  will  be  10  and  13« 

If  decanting  is  successful  tho  number  of  houses  required  will 
be  11  comprising  2-3  apt.,  7-4  apt.  and  2-5  apt.  houses. 

Deducting  the  present  building  scheme  of  2 - 3 apt.  and  2 - 
4 apt.  houses,  tho  programme  to  be  facod  consists  of  5 “ 4 apt.  and 
2-5  apt.  houses. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES ; - 

Water  Closets;  - Thore  are  22  water  closets  in  the  burg'  used  in 
common  by  2 tenants,  5 water  closets  used  in  common  by  3 tenants, 
and  3 water  closets  used  in  common  by  4 tenants. 

Nine  houses,  with  common  water  closots  are  to  bo  reported  on, 
with  a view  to  thoir  being  dealt  with  by  the  Council  in  respect  of 
erther  defects. 

In  3 instances  water  closots  usod  in  common  are  of  obsolete 
pattern  and  should  forthwith  bo  replaced  by  modern  wash-down  closots 3 
in  a few  instances  repairs  are  required  to  existing  water  closots. 

One  water  closet,  used  by  one  tenant,  is  of  obsolete  pattern 
and  should  bo  replaced. 


(2)  / 
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(2)  Ellon. 


WATER : - The  water  supply  continues  to  give  satisfaction  and  no 
scarcity  occurred.  No  connections  were  made  to  public  water  mains 
(except  for  Town  Council  Housing  Schemes).  Seven  sinks  were 
installed  in  one  property. 

DRAINAGE;  No  connections  were  made  to  the  public  sewers. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION : - 


Table  showing  Sanitary  Accommodation. 


One  inside  sink  to  each  tenant 
" " " " two  tenants 

One  outside  tap  to  each  tenant 
!l  " " two  tenants 

" " " three  " 

" » " » four  15 

n n it  it  five  n 

One  drawing  well  to  each  tenant 
One  water  closet  to  each  tenant 


" two  tenants 
" three  " 

" four  " 


One  privy  to  each  t enant 


171 

1 

6 

10 

3 

2 


172 


26 

26 

20 


24 

1 

07 

72 

2 


The  following  notices  were  served  on  property  owners  for 
additional  sanitary  accommodation,  viz; 


Under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act 

1925  for  Water  Closet  accommodation.  118 

Under  Section  40  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning 
(Scotland)  Act  1919  for  Water  Supply  and 
Sinks • 40 


The  result  of  these  notices  will  be  reported  in  the  next  annual 

report . 

SCAVENGING;  The  cleansing  scheme  was  altered  to  direct  labour 
during  the  year.  A-  "Karrier  Colt"  mechanical  horse  was  purchased  by 
the  Council  and  a properly  constructed  body  fitted.  The  scheme  has 
been  a groat  success  and  the  vehicle  is  also  used  for  odd  work  in  the 
Burgh,  fire  engine  etc.  To  date  it  is  impossible  to  give  operation 
costs  as  the  scheme  only  came  into  operation  in  August. 

HOUSING:  The  scheme  of  14  houses  under  orection  should  be 

finished  early  next  year  when  families  from  unfit  houses  will  receive 
alternative  accommodation. 


Under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act  1935 j 855  notices  were  sent  out 
to  the  inhabitants  giving  the  "Permitted  Number"  of  each  house.  An 
explanatory  circular  was  also  enclosed  outlining  the  provisions  with 
regard  to  overcrowding. 

HOUSING  ( RURAL  WORKERS ) ACT:  No  applications  v/ere  received  for 

subsidy  under  the  Act  but  meetings  have  been  held  with  a number  of 
property  owners  with  a view  to  their  applying  for  grant. 


INFECTIOUS  / 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE;  Sight  casos  of  Infoctious  Disease  v;oro 
roportod.  Scarlet  Fever  4;  Diphtheria  2:  Pneumonia  Is  dysentery  1. 

Ten  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  and  six  disinfections  carried  out. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES:  The  two  slaughter  houses  are  well  conducted 

and  the  inspections,  etc.  carried  out  are  given  in  my  report  for  the 
Buchan  Division. 


(3) Huntly . 


1.  General . 


Rateable  Value  of  the  Burgh  ... 

Estimated  Population  

Area  of  the  Burgh  

£25,925 

3,848 

320 

Acres . 

Mileage  of  Roads  and  Streets. 

Glass  I Roads  •••  • # • • ••• 

Unclassified  Roads  

1.30 

Miles . 

Total  o . . 

6.92 

Miles . 

Public  Parks,  Recreation  Grounds,  Playing  Fields,  Etc. 

Acres.  Rds • Pis. 


Cooper  Park  

• • • • 

75 

0 

0 

Market  Muir  ...  ... 

• • • • 

9 

0 

2 

Torry  Hillock 

• • • • 

2 

14 

Battle  Hill  

• • • • 

60 

2 

2 

Meadow  Plant  at i on  

• • • • 

22 

0 

30 

rfThe  Bleach  Green 

• • • • 

1 

1 

20 

Plantations  close  to  Railway 

St  ati on 

1 

1 

16 

Hill  of  Haugh 

• • • • 

5 

3 

25 

Total 

• • • • 

175 

3 

29 

2 . Water  Supply  - Quantity  and  Sufficiency . 

The  supply  of  water  to  the  Burgh,  which  has  been  excellent  in 
quality,  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  It  was  found 
necessary,  however,  to  issue  a warning  during  the  month  of  June,  as  the 
supply  of  water  in  the  reservoirs  had  fallen  to  a dangerously  low  level. 
Householders  were  requested  to  restrict  their  needs  to  domestic  purposes 
only,  and  the  washing  of  windows,  pavements,  motor-cars,  and  the  use  of 
garden  hoses  were  prohibited  for  some  time. 

The  new  reservoir  referred  to  in  last  year's  report  was  com- 
pleted at  the  end  of  September  at  a cost  of  nearly  £13,000.  The  top 
water  level  of  the  new  reservoir  is  about  forty-two  feet  above  the  water 
level  of  the  existing  tanks.  In  order  to  fill  the  new  reservoir  a new 
61'  asbestos  pipe  was  laid  between  the  springs  at  Wellheads  and  the 
reservoir,  a distance  of  little  over  a mile.  The  reservoir,  which  has 
a capacity  of  10,134,000  gallons,  consists  of  an  earthen  embankment 
having  a clay  puddle  core.  The  embankment  is  protected  on  the  water 
side  by  stone  pitching.  Under  the  site  of  the  embankment  a trench 
was  dug  down  to  an  impervious  stratum.  The  greatest  depth  to  which 
this  trench  had  to  be  carried  below  the  surface  of  the  ground  was 
fifty-nine  feet,  and  the  greatest  height  of  the  embankment  above  the 
original  ground  level  is  twenty-six  feet.  The  outlet  from  the 
reservoir  is  controlled  by  a valve  which  is  operated  by  an  upstand. 
access  to  this  valve  is  gained  by  means  of  a gangway  from  the  top  of 
the  embankment.  The  reservoir  is  also  provided  with  a waste  weir 
five  feet  wide,  and  a channel  leading  into  a 12"  fireclay  pipe.  The 
margin/ 
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margin  between  the  top  water  level  of  the  rosorvoir  and  the  top  of 
the  embankment  is  four  feet.  The  top  water  level  is  five  hundred 
arc!  eighty-five  (585)  foot  above  mean  sea  level*  and  about  one 
hundred  and  forty  feet  above  tho  top  of  the  highest  dwelling  house 
in  tho  town . 

In  order  to  prevent  contamination  of  the  reservoir*  water 
draining  off  the  surrounding  ground  is  intercepted  and  taken  past 
the  reservoir  by  means  of  a bye-wash  channel.  This  channel  is  cut 
in  the  solid  ground,  but  the  bottom  and  sides  are  not  lined  where 
the  gradient  is  flat  round  tho  margin  of  the  reservoir.  The  lower 
part  of  the  channel,  however,  round  the  outside  of  the  embankment 
being  much  steeper  had  to  be  lined  with  concrete  to  prevent  corosion. 
A 9'1  pipe  is  laid  from  the  rosorvoir  to  tho  old  tanks  with  a bye- 
pass  to  the  new  main  from  there  to  tho  town . 

Water,  as  formerly,  will  bo  supplied  through  tho  old  tanks, 
but  if  additional!,  pressure  is  at  any  time  required  in  the  Burgh, 
or  if  the  tanks  have  to  be  cleaned  out  or  repaired,  the  water  can  be 
delivered  direct  from  tho  new  rosorvoir  to  tho  town.  Even  with  tho 
extra  pressure  available  from  the  now  reservoir  tno  two  ex' sting  5" 
pipos  between  Craighead  and  tho  town  wore  insuff:,  ■ lent  to  intain 
the  demand  for  water  during  tho  busiest  hours  of  the  day,  and  the 
Council  decided  to  lay  a new  8;)  bitumen  lined  pipe  from  Craighead  to 
the  Square,  a distance  of  just  over  milos.  Connections  have 
been  made  to  some  of  the  subsidiary  mains  in  tho  Burgh.  Tho  cost 
of  this  is  just  under  £5? 000. 

Meters  have  been  installed  on  both  the  now  and  old  pipes 
just  outside  the  Burgh  boundary*  Those  meters  will  show  how  much 
water  is  passing  into  tho  town,  and  should  assist  in  tho  detection 
of  any  leakage  and  waste.  Whilo  the  yield  from  the  springs  has 
been  as  low  as  135?  000  gallons  per  day,  the  average  yield  is  very 
much  greater,  ana  by  storing  tho  overflow  at  the  old  tanxs  in  the 
now  reservoir  in  the  winter  time  and  using  it  in  tho  summer  to  aug- 
ment the  supply  from  the  springs,  it  is  anticipated  that  there 
should  be  no  difficulty  in  maintaining  a regular  supply  of  200,000 
gallons  per  day?  which  is  equal  to  fifty  gallons  per  head  cf 
population. 

During  the  year  200  yard3  of  4"  bitumen  lined  steel  pipes 
were  laid  down,  to  give  the  necessary  supply  of  water  to  the  new 
Housing  Scheme  in  course  of  oroction  at  Castle  Park.  Inspections 
of  consumers  pipos  and  fittings  woro  made  as  formerly  for  the 
detection  of  waste.  Whore  defects  were  discovered  intimations 
wero  either  made  verbally  or  written  notices  were  served. 

3*  RAINFALL . 

Tho  total  rainfall  during  the  past  year  was  27.95"?  as 
compared  with  34 .26,!  during  1935  • The  driest  month  was  'ril  with 
1*02",  and  the  wettest  was  January  with  4.85n*  Ho  camp-  o tablo 
is  as  follows: 


January 

• • • 

• 03 

• • 9 

4.85 

ins 

February 

e ■»  • 

t f • 

• « s» 

2o96 

n 

March 

p • • 

• CO 

• * 3 

1*15 

ii 

April 

• ♦ • 

• • 9 

• • • 

1.02 

May 

• o • 

• • • 

9 0 9 

1.27 

»! 

Juno 

• • • 

• O • 

© • © 

1.84 

I? 

July 

• • e 

• • * 

« • © 

3°  95 

1? 

August 

• • * 

• • • 

© • © 

2.75 

\\ 

September 

o • 

• . 0 

© • 9 

2.20 

li 

October 

® • O 

e •) 

• * » 

2 .03 

N ovomb er 

• • • 

• • • 

9 • C 

2.14 

December 

• • • 

® * © 

© • ® 

1*79 

It 
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4.  DRAINAGE  SYSTEM  - EFFICIENCY. 

Throughout  the  year  the  drainago  system  of  the  Burgh  has 
functioned  in  a satisfactory  manner,  although  it  was  found 
necessary  during  dry  periods  of  weather  to  flush  certain  sections 
whore  the  gradients  are  flat . Two  hundred  and  twenty -nine  yards 
of  new  sower  was  constructed  during  the  year  to  drain  the  now  housing 
area  in  Castle  Park  as  follows. 

s©WQr  195  Yards . 

6"  do » • • » ...  3^-  Yards  • 

Making  a total  of  229  Yards. 

5.  SEWAGE  - PURIFICATION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports  the  outfall  sewer  from  tho 
Burgh  falls  into  the  river  Bogie  some  300  yards  or  so  below  tho 
Bridge  of  Bogie.  The  quantity  of  sewage  does  not  vary  very  much 
excopt  that  it  is  increased  at  times  by  storm  water  actually 
diluting  the  sewage  before  it  reaches  the  river. 

No  complaints  of  offensive  effluvia  have  been  received 
from  any  inhabitant  of  tho  Burgh  during  tho  past  year. 

6.  SCAVENGING  AND  CLEANSING  - METHODS  AND  EFFICIENCY. 

There  have  boon  no  alterations  in  tho  methods  of  collection 
and  disposal  of  household  refuse  during  tho  year,  tho  present  methods 
having  functioned  satisfactorily 5 and  only  complaints  of  a minor 
nature  have  been  received. 

Tho  bins  used  by  householders  are  not  all  that  could  bo 
desired,  and  representations  have  boon  made  to  cortain  parties  to 
provide  improved  receptacles^  generally,  requests  of  this  naturo 
are  complied  with. 

Tipping  has  been  continued  in  tho  old  quarry  at  Corvichen, 
about  one  mile  from  the  town.  Dumping  is  done  in  shallow  layers 
not  more  than  throe  feet  deep,  and  by  this  method  a good  solid 
surfaco  is  obtained,  and  the  possible  harbouring  of  vermin  is  elimin- 
ated. During  July,  Mr.  Crooks,  Chief  Inspector  of  Public  Cleans- 
ing, from  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  visited  Huntly,  and 
expressed  satisfaction  with  the  methods  adopted,  particularly  at  the 
dump . 


Street  Cleansing  continues  to  bo  carried  out  as  in  provious 
years.  This  work  is  never  done,  but  evory  effort  is  made  to  keep 
the  streets  cloan,  tidy  and  free  from  litter.  During  tho  year  a 
numbor  of  waste-paper  roceptaclos  have  been  supplied  and  fixed  to  lamp 
posts  in  the  busiest  thoroughfares,  bearing  tho  wording  - "Keep  the 
Streets  Tidy"  - which  it  is  to  bo  hopod  will  bo  fully  taken  advantage 
of  by  podostrians . 


• The  Costing  and  Cleansing  Return  for  the  year  ended  15th  May, 

1936,  gives  the  following  particulars : - 

Quantity  of  Refuse  Collected  for  the  Year. 


House  Refuse  ...  ... 
Street  Sweepings  ... 
Trade  or  other  Refuse  . 


. . . 1,113  Tons . 

...  820  " 

81  " 


A Total  of 


. . . . 2,014  Tons . 


The  cost  of  this  service  works  out  at  5/4d.  per  head  of  the  population 
as  compared  with  5/8-fd.  for  the  year  1935* 
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7 . HOUSING  . PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  VARIOUS  ACTS  . 

( a )  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1925-1935  • Procedure  under  those  Acts . 


The  total  number  of  houses  provided  by  the  Local  Authority 


since  1920  is 

as  follows? - 

Housing  Act 

1919* 

Six  of  5 -Apts. 

Total . 

Housing  Act 

1924. 

Four  of  4-Apts.  ...  ... 

Sixty-four  of  3“Apts.  ... 

10 

64 

Housing  Act 

1930. 

Two  of  5 -Apts: 

Housing  Act 

1935* 

Twenty -two  of  4-Apts. 
Seventy -six  of  3_Apts.  ... 
Two  of  4-Apts.  ...  ... 

100 

2 

T ot  al  • . » 

176 

Total  Population  Re-Housed  ...  834  persons 
of  population  of  Burgh. 


or  nearly  22$ 


Houses  in  course  of  erection  at  31st  December,  1936. 

Twenty -four  of  four -apartments;  and 

Twelve  of  five -apartment  s . 

A total  of  Thirty-six  (36). 


A pleasing  feature  of  recent  Housing  Schemes  which  have  been 
undertaken  largely  to  accommodate  families  displaced  from  unfit 
houses  is  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  tenant s,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,,  are  keeping  their  new  houses.  Being  no  longer  handi- 
capped by  the  constant  depressing  conditions  and  drudgery  of  their 
old  homes  which  lacked  even  reasonable  indoor  convenience  , they 
take  a pride  in  their  homes  and  gnrdons. 

Tho  re-housing  of  single  persons  who  are  living  in  unfit 
houses  presents  a difficulty,  while  tho  proposal  to  build  one  or 
two-apartment  houses  for  ngod  couples  and  single  persons  does  not 
find  favour  with  the  Department  of  Health.  At  present,  tho  only 
hope  is  that  some  people  coming  into  those  categories  will  find 
accommodation  when  sufficient  houses  have  been  oroctod  to  accommodate 
families  now  living  in  over-crowded  conditions.  Tho  work  of  pro- 
viding now  houses  has  continued  steadily  during  the  year,  but  tho 
progress  made  has  boon  rather  disappointing,  leaving  thirty-six  (36) 
houses  under  construction  at  tho  end  of  tho  year.  During  the  year 
Twolvo  houses  - (Eight  of  3 -Apt s . , and  Four  of  4-Apts)  - wore  com- 
pleted and  occupied. 

(b)  Housing  (Rural  Workers ) Acts,  1926-31° 

Since  the  above  Acts  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council  Fifty- 
six  houses  have  been  reconstructed  and  improved,  while  Nineteen 
others  were  benefited  by  the  providing  of  sanitary  conveniences, 
inside  water  supplies  and  sinks.  The  total  grants  paid  amount  to 
£3  $ 6ci  .18.  7d  • , approximate ely . 

Five  applications  for  assistance,  involving  the  reconstruction 
of  Nine  houses,  have  been  received  and  completed  during  the  year. 

(c ) Sufficiency  of_Working-Class  Houses . 

There  is  still  a shortage  of  working-class  houses  at  rates 
within  the  means  of  tho  .lower  paid  wage  earners  in  the  Buigh.  No 
additional  houses  of  this  typo  have  been  provided  by  private  enter- 
prise, yet  the  demand  is  greater  than  ever. 
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(d)  Habitability  of  existing  housos  - action  token  to  deal  with 
defective  or  uninhabitable  housos  . 

In  the  Burgh  there  aro  1,072  housos  with  rentals  up  to  but 
not  exceeding  £45*  Those  havo  noontime  boon  divided  into  throo 
categories,  which  are  - 

Category  I - Fit  for  hunan  habitation; 

Catogory  II  - Can  bo  made  fit  at  reasonable  cost; 

Category  III  - Unfit  for  human  habitation  and  cannot  bo 

made  fit  at  reasonable  cost. 

No.  of  Houses  in 


Category  I ... 

...  795 

Category  II  . . 

...  147 

Category  III  . 

...  130 

Total 

...  1 5 07  2 

Quite  a number  of  tho  above  aro  on  the  '^border  lino”  of  the 
higher  or  lower  class,  as  so  many  features  have  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  that  a hard  and  fast  line  cannot  be  drawn. 

No  further  action  has  boon  taken  during  the  year  to  issue 
Closing  or  Demolition  Orders  as  Twolvo  tenants  were  and  are  still 
to  bo  accommodated,  and  aro  still  living  in  houses  where  Closing  and 
Demolition  Orders  havo  become  operative.  Further  proceedings  are, 
however,  contemplated  in  1937* 

(e)  Clearance  or  re -development  aroas  under  the  Housing  (Scotland) 

Acts,  1930  and  1935 » 

There  aro  no  proposals  under  consideration  or  contemplated 
undor  this  part  of  the  Housing  Acts. 

(f ) Overcrowding  - action  taken. 

The  Preliminary  Survey  carried  out  during  1935 » and  dealt  with 
in  my  last  report,  brought  out  that  106  housos  wore  overcrowded  undor 
Table  I of  the  Act.  In  toms  of  Section  2 of  tho  Act,  tho  Council 
made  arrangements  for  and  carried  out  a survey  of  all  houses  of  rent- 
als not  exceeding  £45,  and  all  rooms  normally  usod  by  the  occupants 
were  measured  to  ascertain  their  floor  area.  This  work  has  been 
completed,  and  at  the  same  time  an  opportunity  was  taken  to  ascertain 
the  sanitary  condition  of  each  house.  This  survey  revealed  that  tho 
Preliminary  Survey  had  proved  somewhat  misleading,  and  instead  of 
there  being  106  overcrowded,  this  number  was  reduced  to  64,  owing  to 
tho  following  reasons. 

(1)  Incorrect  information  was  given  by  certain  occupiers 

when  completing  Form  A - 18 

(2)  The  number  of  units  in  certain  families  was  reduced, 

owing  to  members  leaving  homo  whon  the  survey 

was  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  In  twenty -two  casos  tho  housos  which  wore  regarded 

as  being  fit  under  the  Preliminary  Survey  have 

now  been  placed  in  Category  III,  i.e.  houses 

regarded  as  being  unfit  for  habitation,  and 

these  now  fall  to  bo  dealt  with  under  the  1930 

Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Consequently,  a revised  Form  C was  filled  up  and  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Health,  as  shown  ovorleaf. 


Department  / 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND. 

Fora  C> 

Overcrowding. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  . .^9^  ,Counci  1 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1935- 
(Section  1). 

Statement  of  Accommodation. 


Entry.  Houses. 

Numb 

er  of  Apartments. 

1 

I Totals 

1 

1 2 

3 

! 4 

: 5 

| 6 + 

| 

1 Surveyed  ..... 

2 Overcrowded  (c)  . 

Percentage  over- 
crowded .... 

| 217 

351 

i 194 

| 98 

' 17? 

1,093 

4 

| 22 

32 

6 

- 

- 

64 

7.4/, 

jl0.13; 

i 9.1/ 

3.0/ 

I 

5.8  5/. 

i 

3 Required  to  abate 

overcrowding  (c) 

. 

| 3 

18 

33 

10 

I 

64 

4 Fit  existing  houses - 

(i)  Empty  .... 

(ii)  To  be  rendered 
vacant  . . . 

(iii)  Total  . . . 

4 

22  : 

31 

6 

* 

63 

4 

22  | 31 

6 

- 

- 

63 

! 

5 Estimated  Surplus  . 

or 

New  houses  required 

4 

| 

19  J 

13 

36 

i _ 

27 

10  j 

i 

37 

1 

j 

6 Overcrowded  houses 

belonging  to  local 
authority  included 
under  Entry  2 . . 

] 

1 [ 

( : 

i 1 

J < 

j | 

- I 21  I 

4 

: 

j 

| 

i 

25 

1 j 

j 

| 

i 

j 

Date  25th  November,  1936. 


Additional/ 
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Additional  Overcrowding  brought  out  by  measurement  of  the  floor  areas  (as  shown  in  Form  J3.  below)  numbers  32t  this  together 
with  the  Preliminary  Survey  gives  a total  of  Ninety-six.  (96)  overcrowded  fit  houses  within  tho  Burgh. 

Fora  5* 

Overcrowding . 
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Housing  (inspoction  of  District)  Regulations  (Scotland) 

1928  . 

1.  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected:  - 

(a)  during  year  121 

(b)  since  1st  January  1931 746 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered 

to  be  in  any  respect  unfit  for  human  habitation:  - 

(a)  during  the  year  ...  20 

(b)  since  1st  January  1931  259 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892. 

3.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notice  was  given  during 

the  year  under  Section  246  requiring  provision  of  a sufficient 
wat er  clos et  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nxl . 

4.  Number  of  houses  where  requirements  were  complied  with  by 

owners  during  year  Nil. 

5*  Number  of  houses  for  which  water  closets  were  provided  during 
year  at  instance  of  Town  Council  without  formal  notice  under 
Sectxon  246  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  One . 

6.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notice  was  given  during 
year  under  Section  246  requiring  provision  of  inside  water 
supply  and  sink  Nil . 

7»  Number  of  houses  in  which  requirements  were  complied  with  by 
owners  during  year  Nil. 

8.  Number  of  houses  in  which  works  carried  out  by  Town  Council 
during  year  after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so.  Nil. 

9*  Number  of  houses  in  which  inside  water  supply  and  sink  were 
provided  during  year  at  instance  of  Town  Council  without  formal 
notice  under  Section  246  ...  One. 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930* 

10.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  wore 
served  during  year  under  Section  14(l)  ...  Nil. 

11.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation 
during  year  following  on  notices  under  Section  14(l)  Nil. 

12.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  work  has  been 
done  during  year  by  Town  Council  under  Section  15(1)  Nil. 

13*  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  in  terms  of 
Section  17  a demolition  order  or  closing  order  under  Section 
16(3)  has  been  substituted  during  year  for  a notice  under 
Section  14(1)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

14.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  during  year  in  terns  of  Section  l6(l).  Nil. 

15*  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which,  following  on 
notice  under  Section  l6(l)s- 

(a)  undertaking  has  been  given  during  year  that  house  will 

not  be  used  for  human  habitation  until  it  has  boon 
rendered  so  fit  Nil. 

(b)  undertaking  has  been  given  during  year  that  house  will 

be  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil. 

(0)  / 
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(Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930  - Continued). 

(c)  demolition  orders  have  been  made  during  year  under 

Section  16(3)  and  (4)  Nil. 

(d)  closing  orders  have  been  made  under  Soction  16(3) 

and  (4 ) ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nxl • 

16.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  during  year  following 
on  undertakings  under  Soction  l6(2)  Nine. 

17*  Numbor  of  dwolling-housos  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation 
during  year  at  instance  of  Town  Council  without  formal  notico 
undo r Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930  One. 


8 . Other  Matters  Calling  for  Comment . 

NUISANCES s Quite  a number  of  written  and  verbal  complaints  have 

been  received,  all  of  which  were  investigated  and  dealt  with  without 
the  necessity  of  serving  notices  under  Section  20  of  the  Public 
Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897  * The  nature  of  the  nuisances  dealt 
with  may  be  summarised  as  follows:-  Choked  drains,  depositing  of 
offensive  matter,  smoke  omissions,  and  offensive  smells  emanating 
from  premises  and  arising  from  the  keeping  of  pigs  in  close  proxi- 
mity to  dwelling  houses  . One  place  where  these  animals  were  kept 
has  been  closed  down  and  the  nuisance  has  thus  been  abated. 

In  this  connection  a number  of  further  complaints  have  been 
made  by  householders  direct  to  Dr.  Rae,  Chief  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  regarding  the  keeping  of  these  animals,  the  complaints  being 
the  presence  of  offensive  smells  and  of  rats. 

Bye-laws  as  to  Pig-styes  were  made  by  the  Council  a numbor  of 
years  ago  under  Section  35  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act  1897 s 
whero  it  is  laid  down  that  no  Pig -stye  shall  be  erected  at  less 
distance  than  fifty  yards  from  any  house,  street  or  place  frequented 
by  the  Public.  The  majority  of  the  premises  referred  to  havo  been 
in  existence  for  many  years  and  are  situated  close  to  dwelling  houses. 
It  may  be  argued  that  these  smells  do  not  cause  infectious  diseases, 
but  thoy  do  diminish  the  natural  resistance  of  the  individual  to 
disease  and  certainly  cause  great  inconvenienco  and  annoyance  to 
neighbouring  householders  who  have  to  keep  their  windows  constantly 
shut.  I,  therefore,  bog  to  rocommend  that  in  the  interest  of 
public  health,  steps  be  taken  to  prohibit  the  keeping  of  pigs  at  a 
less  distance  than  fifty  yards  from  any  dwelling  house. 


9*  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES s Applications  for  the  renewal  of  the  two 
private  slaughter-houses  were  received  and  granted.  These  are  kept 
in  a reasonably  satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness,  and  lime-washing 
is  carried  out  regularly.  Daily  inspections  are  made  of  all  carcases, 
and  when  any  departure  from  the  normal  is  found  the  Meat  Inspector  is 
notified. 

The  total  animals  slaughtered  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1936  is  - 

Cattle  ...  ...  2,489 

Sheep  ...  ...  4,460 

Pigs  ...  ...  112 

Total  ...  7 , 06l 


as  compared  with  9 9 995  during  1935* 
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10.  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES s 

1. (a)  Dry  Closetss  1;  one  serving  one  tenant. 

(b)  Privy  Middens;  None. 

(c)  Ashpit s : None. 

2.  Water  Closets  used  in  common. 


By  2 tenants  

90 

By  3 tenants  

. ...  49 

By  4 tenants  

. ...  31 

By  5 tenants  or  more 

. ...  10 

Total 

. ...  180 

Houses  without  inside  water 

supply  and  sink 

The  action  token  and  proposed  to  be  taken  by  the  Town 
Council  when  dealing  with  defective  and  unfit  houses  will  reduce 
considerably  the  number  of  houses  which  have  not  an  insi  : e water 
supply  and  sink.  It  v/ould  be  unwise  meantime  to  call  upon 
certain  owners  in  view  of  probable  procedure  under  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Acts. 

The  number  of  water  closets  used  in  common  has  been  con- 
siderably reduced  as  a result  of  action  taken  under  the  Housing 
Acts,  and  in  all  now  houses  and  houses  reconstructed  a separate 
convenience  for  each  dwelling  house  is  boing  provided. 

1 1 . SCHOOLS,  WORKSHOPS  AND  FACTORIES , COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES , 

BURIAL  GROUNDS . 

(a)  The  schools  in  the  Burgh  are  kept  in  a very  satisfactory 
condition.  The  lavatories  and  all  other  places  are  regularly 
cleansed . 

(b  and  c)  Factories  and  Workshops;  Periodical  visits  of 
inspection  have  been  made  to  these  premises,  and  generally,  the 
conditions  under  which  employees  earn  their  living  were  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 

(d)  Common  Lodging  Houses;  There  are  no  common  lodging  houses 
in  the  Burgh.  There  is,  however,  one  house  let  in  lodgings,  and 
on  inspection  it  is  found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

(e)  Burial  Grounds;  There  are  no  burial  grounds  within  the 
Burgh.  One  interment  was  made  under  Section  69(2)  of  the  Public 
Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897* 

12.  BURGH  POLICE  ACT  - PROCEEDINGS  s 

In  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court  fourteen  (14)  warrants  were 
granted  for  the  erections  and  alterations  to  properties.  Twelve 
(12)  warrants  for  Minor  Alterations  wore  granted  in  terms  of 
Section  40  of  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1903s  one  notice 
under  Section  164. 


(4 ) Inverurie  . 

In  general,  the  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Burgh  are 
improving  every  year.  New  houses  were  erected  with  their  rolativo 
Water  Supplies  and  Drainage  Systems  . Several  old  houses  wore 
demolished  while  others  wore  reconstructed  and  modernised  by  the 
introduction  of  sinks,  water  closets  and  baths. 


Twelve  / 
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Twelve  houses  were  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  under  the 
1930  Act,  and  other  four  are  almost  completed.  A Scheme  of 
twelve  four  apartment  houses  under  the  1935  Act  are  nearing  com- 
pletion. Twelve  houses  were  reconstructed  under  the  Rural  Workers 
Act  and  seven  new  houses  were  built  by  Private  Enterprise. 

The  Local  Authority  have  in  hand  a Development  Scheme  for 
the  Construction  of  a large  number  of  four  and  five  apartment 
houses  under  the  1935  Act.  It  is  anticipated  that  when  these 
houses  are  erected  an  end  will  be  put  to  the  overcrowding  condi- 
tions prevailing  within  the  Burgh. 

WATER  SUPPLY s The  Water  Supply  to  the  Burgh  of  Inverurie  is 
derived  from  three  different  sources  namely*.  Mill  of  Easterton, 
Keithhall,  and  Port  ~Elphinst  one  . 

The  water,  which  is  obtained  from  natural  spring*  situated 
in  these  areas,  is  of  excellent  quality,  clear,  wransparent  and 
suitable  for  all  trade  and  domestic  purposes. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  to 
the  Burgh,  measurements  were  taken  every  month  during  the  year  and 
these  were  found  to  be  as  follows s- 

rpn+  ol 

Mill  of  Easterton  Keithhall  Port-Elphinstone 

gallons  per  mm. 


Jan . 

423 

94 

15 

532 

Feb  * 

433 

125 

20 

578 

Mare 

376 

75 

12 

463 

Apr. 

26l 

47 

8 

316 

May 

228 

42 

6 

276 

June 

180 

37 

6 

223 

July 

166 

37 

8 

211 

Aug. 

150 

31 

5 

186 

Sept . 

144 

29 

4 

177 

Oct . 

135 

29 

4 

168 

Nov. 

258 

37 

6 

201 

Dec* 

173 

47 

7 

227 

The  foregoing  figures  indicate  very  clearly  the  differences 
that  occur  in  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  Burgh  during 
the  year. 

In  the  month  of  February  the  supply  was  578  gallons  per 
minute  which  is  equivalent  to  185  gallons  per  head  while  in  tho 
month  of  October  the  supply  was  as  low  as  168  gallons  which  give 
an  average  cf  53  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

At  different  times  during  the  year  the  settling  tanks  and 
reservoirs  were  cleaned  out  and  the  filter  beds  renewed. 

All  valves  and  other  apparatus  were  carefully  examined  to 
ensure  their  working  in  a satisfactory  manner.  The  Water  Mains 
were  scoured  out  practically  every  month  to  ensure  the  public 
obtaining  as  pure  a water  supply  as  possible. 

Mew  six  inch  and  four  inch  Cast  Iron  Water  Mains  were  laid 
to  meet  with  the  requirements  of  the  Housing  Scheme  at  Middlemuir 
Road. 


SEWERS A3.1  the  Main  Sewers  and  Private  Drains  are  being  kopt  in  a 
very  satisfactory  condition. 

The  / 
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The  overflow  fron  Brandsbutt  Reservoir  is  connected  with  the 
main  Sewer  at  the  top  of  North  Street  and  the  water  therefrom  helps 
to  keep  the  Sewer  at  this  part  of  the  Town  in  a very  clean  condition. 

During  the  year  new  drains  were  laid  in  connection  with  the 
followings-  24  Houses  Middlemuir  Roads  6 Houses  Barclay  Road; 

3 Houses  Fort -Elphinst  one;  6 Houses  Bum  Lane;  2 Houses  Saphock 

Place. 

SCAVENGING;  The  Scavenging  of  the  Burgh  is  still  being  carried 
out  in  a very  satisfactory  manner.  In  order  that  every  street 
receive  the  attention  of  the  Scavenger  the  Burgh  is  divided  into 
three  Sections  mamely:- 

No.  1 Section:  Victoria  Street,  North  Street,  Constitution  Street, 

Harlaw  Road  end  other  side  Streets  and  Lanes 
leading  therefrom. 

No.  2 Section:  West  High  Street,  Market  Place,  (East  and  West  side) 

High  Street,  St.  James's  Place,  and  all  side  Streets 
and  Lanes  leading  therefrom. 

No.  3 Sections  Port  -Elphinst  one . 

The  first  two  sections  are  swept  daily  and  the  third  is 
cleansed  every  Tuesday  and  Friday  forenoon. 

This  is  now  the  seventh  year  since  the  Council  has  adopted 
the  alternate  system  of  Removal  of  Household  Refuse,  and  everything 
so  far  has  worked  out  in  a very  economical  and  efficient  manner. 

The  Method  of  Removal  is  as  follows s 

Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday  forenoon:-  Koithhall  Road,  High  Street, 
Market  Plo.ce,  (East  and  West  side),  Souterford  Road,  West  High 
Street,  Westfield  Gardens,  Middlemuir  Road,  Blackhall  Road,  and 
Victoria  Street  with  all  side  Streets  and  Lanes  loading  thorefrom. 

Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoon:-  St.  James's  Place,  Upper- 
boat  Road,  Manse  Road. 

Tuesday,  Thursday  end  Saturday  Forenoons  - North  Street,  Saphock 
Place,  Watt  Crescent,  Gallowfold  Lane,  Mortimer  Lane,  Pi^ries 
Lane,  Constitution  Street,  Harlaw  Rood,  Garioch  Road,  King 
Streot,  Queen  Street,  and  Princes  Street  with  all  Lanes  loading 
therefrom. 

An  extra  cart  is  now  employed  to  remove  the  Household  Refuso 
from  Port -Elphinst  one  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  foronoons. 

All  refuso  from  shops  and  other  Business  premises  is  removed 
on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons. 

The  only  Ashpits  within  the  Burgh  are  those  in  use  at  Schools, 
houses  in  the  outlying  districts,  and  by  the  Scavengers. 

SANITARY  ARRANGEMENTS  OF  BURGH:  The  Table  on  page  121  shows  the 

number  of  houses  having  the  use  of  Water  Supply,  Sinks,  and  Water 
Closets,  etc.,  within  the  Burgh. 

During  tho  year  several  proprietors  were  called  upon  to 
iostal  Water  Closets,  Sinks,  and  Water  Supply  into  tho  properties 
belonging  to  them. 

Tho  number  of  now  fittings  installed  was  as  follows: - 
43  Water  Closets,  10  Sinks.  33  Sots  of  Sink  and  Tub,  33  Baths  and 
d7  Wash  Hand  Basins . 
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NUISANCES : Systematic  Inspection  is  made  throughout  the  year 

of  the  whole  Burgh  in  order  to  ascertain  what  nuisances  exist,  and 
requiring  the  attention  of  the  parties  responsible.  Altogether 
491  inspections  were  made,  27  complaints  were  received  and  72 
nuisances  were  dealt  with  and  remedied. 

The  Nuisances  consisted  chiefly  of  Defective  Sanitary 
fittings,  drains,  water  pipes  and  general  disrepair  in  houses. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES;  During  the  year  the  following  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  and  Tuberculosis  were  notified:-  Scarlet 
Fever  30,  Diphtheria  43 1 Pneumonia  4 5 Erysipelas  2°  Tuber- 
culosis - Pulmonary  1;  Non-Pulmonary  5* 

Inspections  were  made  in  practically  every  case  and  dis- 
infection carried  out. 

SCHOOLS : There  are  three  Schools  in  Inverurie  and  one  at 

Port -Elphinst one.  These  four  schools  are  kept  in  a very  good  state 

of  repair.  The  Schools  are  kept  very  clean  and  tidy,  and  oppor- 
tunity is  taken  during  week-ends  or  holidays  for  disinfecting  the 
class-rooms,  etc. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES:  There  are  four  Offensive  Trades  carried 

on  within  the  Burgh  namely:  Two  Hide  and  Tallow  Companies  and  two 

Gut  and  Pudding  Manufacturers.  The  Hide  and  Tallow  Companies' 
works  are  visited  practically  every  other  day  while  the  Gut 
premises  are  visited  monthly. 

All  those  premises  are  kept  in  a very  clean  cond  ;ion, 
being  washed  down  daily  and  the  rubbish  removed. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSE : The  Public  Slaughter-House  which  is  owned 

by  the  Town  Council  is  situated  in  premises  off  North  Street,  and 
consists  of  9 Cattle  Byres 5 8 Slaughtering  Booths  and  4 Cattle 

and  Sheep  pens  . 

The  various  slaughtering  booths  are  lot  to  Local  Cattle 
Dealers  and  Butchers  yearly,  and  they  are  held  responsible  for  the 
keeping  of  some  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  The  walls 
and  floors  are  washed  down  daily  after  slaughtering  is  over. 

The  number  of  animals  killed  at  the  Slaughter-house  during 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1936  was  as  follows: 

Oxen  Bulls  Heifers  Cows  Sheep  Calves  Pigs 
4,565  188  8,297  3?  302  18,264  31  144 

Total  number  of  animals  killed:  34,791* 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS:  There  are  Twenty  Factories  on  the 

Register  including  Laundries,  and  Twenty-three  Workshops.  88 
Inspections  were  made  of  these  premises  during  the  year  and  on  six 
occasions  it  was  found  necessary  to  call  upon  the  owners  to  clean 
their  premises  . 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE:  There  are  no  houses  in  the  Burgh  set 

aside  as  may  be  termed  "Common  Lodging  Houses". 

DAIRIES.  COWSHEDS  & MILKSHOPS:  The  following  wer  on  the 

Register  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1936* 

Cow -Keepers » There  are  sight  persons  who  keep  one  or  two  cows 

principally  for  their  own  use,  and  any  milk  left  over  is  generally 
sold  to  friends  or  neighbours. 

Retail  / 
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Retail  Purveyors  of  Ililk.  There  are  ten  persons  who  retail  milk 
to  customers  throughout  the  Burgh.  Five  of  these  are  Fanners  who 
sell  their  milk  wholesale  to  Dairies  in  Aberdeen  and  retail  the 
balance  to  customers  within  the  Burgh. 

Inspections  are  made  during  the  year  of  all  premises  and 
vehicles  but  these  are  generally  kept  in  a very  satisfactory 
condition. 


Kintore . 


Information  regarding  the  Sanitary  Conditions  of  Kintore 
Burgh  is  contained  in  the  Report  submitted  by  the  Divisional 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Central  Division  of  the  County. 


(6 ) Oldmeldrura. 


The  outstanding  features  in  the  Sanitary  and  Housing 
Conditions  of  Oldmeldrum  are  given  by  the  Divisional  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  his  Report  for  the  Central  Division. 


(7)  Rosehearty. 


WATER;  Serious  scarcity  of  water  was  experienced  and  the  Town 
Council  employed  a water  diviner  to  prospect  for  a new  supply  on  the 
ground  near  the  present  filters  at  Mounthooly.  Four  wells  were  sunk 
and  samples  obtainod  from  each;  3 were  found  unsuitable  for  domestic 
use  and  1 fair  but  suitable.  Owing  to  the  small  yiold  from  tho  good 
spring  it  was  decidod,  on  grounds  of  cost,  to  abandon  the  supply. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  no  new  supply  is  available  as  the 
increase  of  modem  sanitary  accommodation  is  a serious  drain  on  the 
present  system.  In  the  near  future  the  Town  Council  will  be  faced 
with  a very  expensive  water  scheme  which  will  increase  the  rates 
alarmingly  unless  Government  Assistance  is  obtained. 

Eight  connections  were  made  to  the  water  mains,  8 sinks 
provided  and  3 baths  fitted  up. 

DRAINAGE;  Tho  drainage  system  functioned  efficiently  and  the 
sewers  are  in  good  working  order.  The  house  drains  of  8 properties 
were  connected  to  tho  public  sewers.  Eight  smoke  tests  were  applied 
to  house  drains . 


SANITARY  AC C CM10DAT  ION . 
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Table  Showing  Sanitary  Accommodation. 


One 

inside  sink 

to  each  tenant 

• • • 

000 

160 

One 

outside  tap 

to  each  tenant 

• • • 

95 

II 

it  n 

" two  tenants 

• ♦ • 

8 

II 

11  11 

" four  " 

• • • 

1 

If 

11  11 

" five  " 

• 0 • 

_3 

107 

One 

pillar  well 

used  by  one  tenant  . 

000 

1 

One 

water  closet 

to  each  tenant 

• • • 

9 0 9 

187 

1) 

II  1! 

" two  tenants 

• • 

0 0 0 

7 

One 

pail  privy  to  each  tenant 

• • • 

81 

H 

fl  It  If 

two  tenants 

• • • 

4 

If 

If  II  II 

four  " 

0 • • 

3 

II 

II  II  II 

five  " 

• • • 

_2 

90 

Ashbins 

999  •••  • • • 

009 

• • • 

312 

Ashpit  s ... 

• ••  •••  ••• 

000 

• • • 

9 

The  following  notices  were  served  on  property  owners  for 
additional  sanitary  accommodation,  viz: 

Under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  (Scotland) 

Act  1925  for  Water  Closet  accommodation.  40 
Under  Section  40  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning  (Scotland)  Act  1919  for  Water 
Supply  and  Sinks . 53 

The  result  of  these  notices  will  be  reported  in  the  next 
annual  report . 

SCAVENGING : The  cleansing  work  is  well  carried  out  and  the  sea 

tip  gives  no  cause  for  complaint . A proper  covered  dust  cart  was 
purchased  by  the  Town  Council  at  a cost  of  £40- 

HOUSING:  The  Town  Council  purchased  sufficient  ground  for  a 

comprehensive  scheme  at  Brucklay  Street  and  the  erection  of  20  houses, 
consisting  of  12,  3 "apartment s,  6 4-apartments  and  2 5"aPartment s , was 
commenced.  Six  houses  were  made  fit  for  human  habitation  by  property 
owners.  Ninety  informal  notices,  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act  1930,  were  sent  out  to  property  owners  drawing  their 
attention  to  the  condition  of  the  properties.  A new  re-housing 
scheme  is  under  consideration  for  the  erection  of  a number  of  houses 
on  derelict  sites  in  the  town. 

Under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act  1935j  428  notices  were  sent  out 
to  the  inhabitants  giving  the  "Permitted  Number"  of  each  house.  An 
explanatory  circular  was  also  enclosed  outlining  the  provisions  with 
regard  to  overcrowding  • 

HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACT:  Eight  applications  wore  approved 

for  subsidy  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act.  These  consisted 
of:  Complete  reconstructions  and  addition  of  sanitary  accommodation 

3:  New  roofs  and  addition  of  sanitary  accommodation  2,:  Addition  of 
bathroom  1:  Addition  of  bedroom  and  bathroom  1.  The  adoption  of 
this  Act  will  be  a help  to  property  owners  who  intend  improving  their 
houses  to  suit  modern  requirements.  One  application  was  refused. 

DAIRIES : The  7 registered  dairies  were  fairly  well  conducted. 

Six  intimations  were  sent  out  for  limewashing.  Forty  cc.'s  are  kept. 

NUISANCES:  Very  few  nuisances  were  reported  and  verbal 

intimation  had  the  desired  effect. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE:  Twenty  five  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

were  reported  during  the  year.  Scarlet  Fever  8:  Diphtheria  14: 

Erysipelas  2:  Pneumonia  1.  Thirty  inspections  wore  made  and  23 

houses  disinfected. 
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BUILDING  BYE-LAWS s One  sot  of  plans  was  passed  for  the  re- 

construction of  the  Police  Station  by  the  ftbardoen  County  Council. 

SCHOOL; ~ Tho  promisos  wore  kept  very  clean  by  tho  Caretaker. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES s As  reported  last  year  modem  public  con- 
veniences are  urgently  required  for  both  sexes  near  the  shore. 

STREET  LIGHTING.  The  Grampian  Electricity  Company  extended 
their  mains  to  the  town  and  street  lighting  was  installed. 


(8)  Turriff. 

WATER  SUPPLY s The  main  source  of  supply  to  the  burgh  is  obtain- 
ed from  the  farm  of  Barnyards.  The  water  is  of  excellent  quality  and 
io  naturally  filtered  by  means  of  the  gravelly  nature  of  the  subsoil, 
but  as  reported  previously,  the  quantity  available  varies  consider- 
ably according  to  the  rainfall  etc. 

The  rate  of  flow  is  measured  regularly  and  the  average 
figures  for  each  month  of  the  year  were  as  follows  s- 


J anuary 

• • • 

340,000  gallons 
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• • • 
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II  It 
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• • • 
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• • • 
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It  II 
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• ♦ • 

81,000  ” 

II  If 

June 

<>•<> 

60,000  " 

It  If 

July 

• • • 

42,000  " 

II  It 

August 

• • • 

130,000 

II  It 

September 

• • • 

120,000  " 

It  It 

October 

• • • 

73*000 

It  II 

November 

• • • 

140,000  " 

II  II 

December 

• • • 

210,000  " 

t)  II 

The  consumpt  of  the  town  is  estimated  to  be  120,000  gallons  per 
24  hours  and  as  the  storage  accommodation  at  Barnyards  is  only  one 
day’s  supply,  the  auxiliary  supply  from  Boggieshalloch  was  required 
from  1st  May  until  27th  November. 

This  water  is  of  the  same  excellent  quality  as  Barnyards  and 
is  pumped  to  a storage  tank  situated  above  the  town.  The  amount 
available  from  this  source  is  about  460,000  gallons  per  24  hours  and 
as  the  pumping  plant  is  capable  of  delivering  about  10,000  gallons 
per  hour  and  is  duplicated  in  case  of  breakdowns,  there  is  no  danger 
of  a shortage  of  water. 

The  only  drawback  to  this  supply  is  that  the  storage  tank  to 
which  it  is  pumped  is  only  at  270  ft.  O.D.  and  as  there  are  now  a 
considerable  number  of  houses  built  on  the  higher  ground  of  the  burgh, 
complaints  are  occasionally  received  regarding  the  low  pressures. 

It  is  conceivable  the  time  may  come  when  a new  and  larger  cistern 
will  require  to  be  built  at  a level  high  enough  to  serve  the  whole 
town  ad equat  ely . 

During  the  year  application  was  made  by  Proprietors  outwith  the 
Burgh  to  have  the  town’s  water  supply  extended  from  Balmellie  Road  to 
their  properties.  This  was  granted  and  250  yards  of  3"  main  was 
laid  down  in  August . 
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A further  200  yards  of  4"  main  and  100  yards  3"  main  with 
necessary  fire  hydrants,  scours,  etc.,  were  laid  at  Yfoodlands  and 
this  completes  half  of  the  housing  site  there. 

All  mains  throughout  the  town  are  scoured  regularly  as  also 
the  two  storage  cisterns  and  very  few  complaints  are  received  regard- 
ing this  service. 

DRAINAGE  SYSTEM,  SEWAGE  PURIFICATION  & DISPOSAL;-  Very  few 
complaints  have  been  received  regarding  the  sewage  system  which  is 
well  maintained  and  sufficiently  ventilated.  In  two  cases,  however, 
the  pipes  seem  to  be  laid  without  sufficient  fall  and  this  necessit- 
ates periodical  flushing. 

As  reported  last  year  the  sewage  system  of  Little  Turriff  is 
entirely  separate  from  that  of  the  town  and  is  discharged  direct  to 
the  Turriff  Burn  without  any  treatment.  So  far  it  has  not  been  found 
possible  to  carry  out  the  Town  Council's  proposal  to  provide  a septic 
tank  and  filter  chamber  for  this  system,  but  it  is  expected  this  work 
will  be  put  in  hand  in  the  coming  year. 

During  the  past  year  additional  sewers  have  been  laid  at  Wood- 
lands in  connection  with  housing  there  and  comprise  110  yards  of  9% 

160  yards  of  8"  and  120  yards  of  6"  pipes  with  necessary  manholes 
and  inspections. 

The  method  of  sewage  purification  is  by  sedimentation  tanks  and 
filter  beds.  These  are  kept  in  good  working  order  and  a very  satis- 
factory effluent  is  obtained  which  is  discharged  into  the  Back  Burn 
and  gives  no  cause  for  complaint. 

The  sedimentation  tanks  are  cleaned  out  regularly  and  the 
sludge  used  as  manure  on  town  lands . 

SCAVENGING  AND  CLEANSING;-  The  collection  of  household  refuse 
etc.  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  contract  and  the  service  works 
efficiently  and  smoothly.  A collection  is  made  thrice  weekly,  on 
Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  and  the  refuse  disposed  of  by  con- 
trolled tipping  at  a dump  at  Brodies  Braes. 

On  Thursdays  a collection  of  waste  papers  and  trade  refuse  is 
made  and  during  the  year  arrangements  were  made  whereby  this  refuse 
is  now  burnt  at  a quarry  situated  on  high  ground  outside  the  town. 

This  procedure  eliminates  the  nuisance  of  smoko  and  smell  from  the 
dump  at  Brodies  Braes  which  has  been  reported  on  previously. 

During  the  coming  summer  the  Town  Council  propose  to  augment 
this  service  by  a special  once-weekly  collection  for  garden  refuse. 

This  will  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  as  the  trade  refuse  and 
it  is  hoped  the  slovenly  practice  of  dumping  stonos  and  rotting  veget- 
ation in  any  odd  comer  of  the  town  will  cease. 

The  main  streets  of  the  town  are  swept  daily,  the  remainder 
being  attended  to  thrice  weekly  and  the  sweepings  collected  at  a small 
toom  at  the  burgh  yard.  This  is  emptied  when  required  and  tipped  at 
the  refuse  dump. 

One  new  scavenger's  handcart  was  provided  during  the  year. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES s-  There  is  one  slaughter  house  within  the  burgh 
which  is  owned  by  the  Town  Council.  The  accommodation  consists  of  5 
slaughtering  booths,  4 byres  and  sheep  pen,  necessary  blood  tanks  etc. 
sad  sanitary  conveniences . 
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The  offal  is  removed  regularly  by  arrangement  with  the  local 
knackery,  the  blood  is  removed  and  buried  or  used  as  manure  when 
required  and  the  premises  are  kept  in  a clean  and  tidy  condition. 

All  meat  is  inspected  by  Mr.  W.  A.  R.  Ogilvie,  M.R.C.V.S.,  and 
the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  killed  during  the 
year  with  the  number  of  seizures  and  quantity  destroyed. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

January  .... 

91 

39 

12 

February  .... 

78 

33 

10 

jfiMarch  .... 

131 

68 

6 

upril  .... 

107 

36 

3 

May  .... 

104 

30 

1 

Juno  • • ® • 

120 

42 

2 

July  .... 

101 

32 

1 

August  .... 

74 

28 

1 

September  .... 

142 

47 

1 

October  .... 

91 

30 

8 

November  .... 

101 

31 

8 

December  .... 

125 

30 

9 

Total 

1265 

446 

62 

tal  seizures 

7 

- Weight  3715  lbs. 

irtial  seizures 

3 

- 

728  lbs. 

Total 

10 

- 

4443  lbs . 

Eight  carcases  were  affected  with  tuberculosis,  1 dropsy,  and 
1 decomposition.  In  each  case  the  meat  was  seized  with  the  consent 
of  the  owner  and  disposed  of  to  the  local  knackery. 


In  addition  the  following  preserved  foods  were  seized  and 
destroyed  with  the  owners  consent  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption 

94  lbs.  various  tinned  meats. 

78  tins  various  tinned  fruits. 

6 jars  preserved  herrings. 

2  tins  soup. 

5 tins  salmon. 

2 gall,  tins  apples. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES s - There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on 

within  the  burgh. 


NUISANCES s - It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  serve  any 
notices  under  section  19  of  the  Public  Health  Act  during  the  year. 

The  majority  of  nuisances  occurring  are  caused  by  choked  drains, 
defective  sanitary  fittings,  etc.  and  upon  verbal  notice  being  given, 
these  are  remedied  immediately  and  no  further  action  is  necessary. 

The  number  of  houses  within  the  burgh  without  ins;,  le  water 
supply  is  now  1. 


The  number  of  W.Cs . 
is  now  as  followss- 


used  in  common  by  two  tenants  or  more 


1 W.C.  serving 
1 W.C  . serving 
1 W.C.  serving 
1 W.C . serving 


2 tenants  107 

3 t enant  s 8 

4 tenants  Nil. 

5 tenants  Nil. 


HOUSES  / 
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HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS?-  One  house  in  the  burgh  is  licensed 
by  the  Local  Authority  as  such  and  is  registered  for  12  lodgers. 
During  the  year  1052  beds  were  supplied. 

The  premises  are  inspected  periodically  and  are  found  to  be 
kept  in  a reasonably  clean  and  wholes cme  condition.  The  sanitary 
arrangements  are  adequate. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE;  The  number  of  cases  occurring  within  the 
burgh  and  notified  at  this  office  during  the  year  was  22,  13  Scarlet 
Fever  and  9 Diphtheria* 

19  cases  were  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  and  disinfection 
carried  out  by  the  hospital  staff  while  3 cases  were  treated  at 
home  and  disinfectants  etc.  supplied  to  the  household  by  me. 

SCHOOLS s - The  public  schools  in  the  town  continue  to  be  kept 
in  a very  satisfactory  manner  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  are 
adequate . 

During  the  year  12  intimations  under  Sec. 57  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  were  made  to  the  Headmaster. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  question  of  providing  a new  block 
for  the  Infant  Department  was  under  review. 

FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS;  The  numbers  of  factories  and  workshops 
on  the  register  are  as  last  year,  namely  17  factories  and  34-  work- 
shops, and  during  the  year  66  inspections  were  made.  The  premises 
were  found  to  be  in  good  condition  generally  and  in  no  case  was  it 
found  necessary  to  serve  notice  under  section  2 of  the  .'ct. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  or  workshops  within  the 
burgh  and  no  cases  of  homeworkers  falling  under  the  regulations. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS ; - The  two  burial  grounds  within  the  burgh  con- 
tinue to  be  kept  satisfactorily  in  all  respects  although  very  few 
interments  take  place  in  these. 

The  principal  cemetery  is  outwit h the  burgh  boundary. 

BURGH  POLICE  ACTS  s - Under  these  acts  1 notice  was  served  to 
provide  W.C.  accommodation  and  1 notice  to  introduce  water  supply 
and  sink  inside  the  houses.  These  were  complied  with. 

HOUSINGS  Steady  progress  has  boon  maintained  during  19 3^  with 
the  Town  Council’s  housing  programme  and  altogether  28  houses  have 
been  completed.  These  comprise  12-3  apt.  flatted  houses  at 
Maurice  Lane  Site,  4-4  apt.  cottages  at  Beaconsfield  Terrace  Site, 
and  4-5  apt.  cottage  type  at  Chapel  Street  Site,  all  built  under 
the  1930  Act,  while  8-4  apt.  cottages  were  built  at  Woodlands 
without  state  assistance. 

A further  scheme  was  begun  at  Woodlands  towards  the  end  of 
the  year,  comprising  4-3  apt.  cottages,  8-4  apt.  cottages,  and 
6-5  apt.  cottages,  this  being  the  first  instalment  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding. 

Eight  houses  are  still  required  to  house  tenants  of  proper- 
ties on  which  demolition  orders  have  been  served  and  in  addition 
it  is  estimated  that  a further  10  houses  may  be  condemned  in  the 
near  future.  The  Town  Council  propose  to  have  the  nec  ssary 
number  built  before  1938. 

During  the  year  the  survey  under  the  1935  Act  was  continued 
and  all  properties  have  now  been  measured  to  ascertain  the  extent 
to  which  overcrowding  exists  under  table  2.  The  result  shows  a 
further  18  houses  to  be  overcrowded,  but  3 houses  having  been  do- 
crowded  in  the  interval,  the  total  houses  overcrowded  is  now  64. 
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Report . 

Housing  (inspection  of  Districts)  Regulations.  1928 . 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected. 

(a)  during  the  year  . ..  ...  ...  31 

^b ) since  1st  January , 1931  « 150 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered 
to  be  in  any  respect  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

(a)  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  since  1st  January  1931  •«»  * 99 

Burgh  Po lice  (Scotland)  Act  1892 . 

3.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notice  was  given  during 

the  year  under  sec. 246  requiring  provision  of  a sufficient 
wat er  c los et  ...  ...  ...  .0.  ...  1 


4.  Number  of  houses  where  requirements  were  complied  with  by 
owners  during  year  ....  ...  1 

5»  Number  of  houses  where  works  carried  out  by  Town  Council 
during  year  after  failure  of  owner  to  do  so  ...  Nil. 

6.  Number  of  houses  for  which  water  closets  were  provided 
during  year  at  instance  of  Town  Council  without  formal 
notice  under  sec. 246.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


7.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notice  was  given  during 

year  under  sec. 246  requiring  provision  of  inside  water  supply 
and  sink . oco  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1. 

8.  Number  of  houses  in  which  requirements  were  complied  with  by 

owners  during  year  . ...  ...  ...  1 • 

9-  Number  of  houses  in  which  works  carried  out  by  Town  Council 
during  year  after  failure  of  ownors  to  do  so.  ...  Nil. 

10.  Number  of  houses  in  which  inside  water  supply  and  sink  wore 
provided  during  year  at  instance  of  Town  Council  without 
formal  notice  under  sec. 246.  ...  ...  Nil. 


Housing  (Scotland)  Act  1925 • 

11*  Number  of  houses  of  (a)  one  apartment  and  (b)  two  (a) 

apartment s 5 for  erection  of  which  consent  of  Town  Council  None, 
was  given  during  year  in  terms  of  section  111.  (b) 


Housing  (Scotland)  Act  1930 « 

12.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  during  year  under  Section  14(l) Nil. 

13.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation 
during  year  following  on  notices  under  Section  14(l),  Nil. 

14.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  work  has  been 
done  during  year  by  Town  Council  under  Section  15(1).  Nil. 

15.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  in  terms  of 

Section  17  a demolition  ordor  or  closing  order  under  Section 
16(3)  has  boon  substituted  during  year  for  a notice  under 
Section  14(1).  Nil. 


16./ 
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16.  Number  of  dwolling  houses  in  rospoct  of  which  notic  3 were 

sorvod  during  year  interns  of  section  l6(l). 7 

17.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which,  following  on 
notice  under  section  l6(l);- 

(a)  undertaking  has  been  given  during  year  that  house  will 

nnt  be  used  for  human  habitation  until  it  has  been 
rendered  so  fit . 7 

(b)  undertaking  has  been  given  during  year  that  house  will 

be  rendered  fit.  Nil 

(c)  demolition  orders  have  boon  made  during  year  under 

section  16 ( 3 ) « 7 

(d)  closing  orders  have  boon  made  under  section  16  (3) 

(4). Nil 

18.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rondoroa  fit  during  year  following 

on  undertakings  undor  section  16(2) Ni_]^_ 

19.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation 

during  year  at  instance  of  Town  Council  without  formal 
notice  under  Housing  (Scot.)  Act  1930* Nil . 

20.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  V7hich  closing  orders 

have  in  terms  of  section  16(3)  been  determined  by  Town 
Council  during  year  following  upon  houses  having  been  rend- 
ered fit  for  human  habitation.  Nil. 


21.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  advances  have  been  made 
during  year  in  terms  of  section  34  towards  cost  of  repairs 
and  amounts  so  advanced-  Nil. 


Table  showing  Houses  Erected  by  Town  Council 
t o dat  e . 


1919  Act . 

Manse  Terrace. 

1923  Act. 

Wallace  Crescent  . 

1924  Act. 

Wallace  Crescent, 

Castle  St . & Hillcrest . 
Woodlands . 

Hillcrest  West. 

Castle  Street . 

1930  Act. 

Hillcrest  West. 

Deveron  St . 

Chapel  Street. 

Maurice  Lane. 
Beaconafield  Terrace. 

Non  State  Aided. 

Glad  st  one  Te  r rac  e . 
Woodlands  • 


2 apt . 3 apt . 4 apt . 


8 


4 


27 

18  16 

16  6 


28 

2 

8 

16 

4 


8 


5 apt  . 


4 


2 


(9)  / 


4 


91 


70 


6 


171 
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(9 ) Peterhead . 

WATER  SUPPLY ? The  water  supply  to  the  Burgh  during  the  year 

was  sufficient  for  all  purposes,  but  it  was  only  with  the  strictest 
supervision  that  the  supply  was  conserved  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  Herring  Fishing  Season  and  the  increased  demand  made  by  the 
erection  of  a large  number  of  modern  houses.  In  the  month  of 
December  the  supply  reached  its  lowest  point  when  the  reservoirs 
contained  only  5ir  million  gallons  or  about  ten  days  supply. 

It  is  unfortunate  for  this  community  that  year  after  year 
restrictions  have  to  be  imposed  on  the  legitimate  use  of  water. 

I am  afraid  the  same  conditions  will  obtain  till  a considerable 
augmentation  is  made  in  the  supply  or  increased  storage  provided 
in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  winter  supply  under  normal  con- 
ditions . 

In  addition  to  the  increased  demand,  the  supply  at  the  source 
was  considerably  less  than  in  former  years,  due  to  the  exceptionally 
low  rainfall.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only  million 
gallons  in  reserve,  the  lowest  for  a considerable  number  of  years. 

It  is  therefore  evident  that  there  is  every  cause  for  anxiety  as  to 
tho  sufficiency  of  the  present  supply,  especially  in  a year  with  an 
abnormally  low  rainfall.  This  is  the  first  year  that  tho  reser- 
voirs have  not  been  filled  during  tho  winter  months.  Tho  point 
has  evidently  been  reached  when  the  supply  is  not  oqual  to  tho 
domand  in  a year  with  a rainfall  below  normal  conditions. 

It  is  expected  that  tho  work  in  connection  with  tho  constru- 
ction of  tho  new  reservoir  at  Berryhill  will  commence  early  in  tho 
year  so  that  it  may  be  possible  to  use  tho  roservoir  for  the 
collection  of  surplus  water  (if  any)  during  tho  winter  of  1937 “38. 

RAINFALL ? The  following  is  a record  of  the  rainfall  for  the 

past  year  and  the  five  preceding  yoars,  from  which  it  will  bo  soon 
that  the  1936  fall  is  4.69  below  the  average.  In  fact  it  is  the 
lowest  rainfall  since  1921. 


January 

« • • 

4.16 

February 

• • • 

1.59 

March 

• • • 

1.20 

April 

• • • 

.90 

May 

• • • 

.87 

June 

• • « 

• 70 

July 

• • • 

3.90 

August 

• • • 

1.42 

Sept  ember 

• ® • 

3*99 

October 

• 9 • 

2.28 

November 

• • • 

2.08 

December 

• • <* 

2.40 

1936 

0 • • 

25.49 

1935 

• • • 

34.34 

1934 

• • • 

30.57 

1933 

• • • 

26.77 

1932 

• • • 

29.32 

1931 

0 • • 

29.92 

The  Bacteriologist  has  reported  very  favourably  on  tho 
quality  of  the  water  during  tho  year. 

DRAINAGE?  The  main  drainage  of  the  Burgh  is  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  but  several  of  tho  sowers  have  rather  flat  gradients  and 
from  time  to  time  artificial  means  have  to  be  resorted  to  for 
cleansing . 

V 
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A large  extension  was  made  to  the  main  sewerage  of  the  town 
in  the  Buchanhaven  district,  principally  to  serve  the  new  housing 
site.  A 12"  diameter  pipe  was  constructed  along  the  Foreshore 
from  Buchanhaven  to  the  Hospital  with  two  9,?  diameter  pipes  branch- 
ing off  in  the  line  of  the  proposed  new  roads  to  Ugie  Street. 

These  sewers  can  be  extended  at  any  time  to  deal  with  further 
developments  in  the  area. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL;  All  the  sewage  of  the  Burgh  is  discharged 
in  its  crude  state  from  10  separate  outfalls  into  the  sea,  either 
below  or  near  low  water  mark  and  no  complaints  have  been  received 
with  regard  to  this  method  of  disposal. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES;  There  is  now  only  one  Offensive  Trade 
within  the  Burgh,  Gut  and  Tripe  Cleaning.  The  trade  is  carried 
on  in  premises  belonging  to  the  Local  Authority  connected  with  the 
Public  Slaughterhouse  buildings  and  there  has  never  been  any 
reason  for  complaint. 

The  Offensive  Trade  of  manufacturing  fish  meal  carried  on 
for  several  years  by  Messrs.  Crosse  & Blackwell  has  now  been  closed 
down,  the  plant  has  all  been  removed  end  the  premises  extended  to 
deal  with  other  departments  connected  with  their  business. 

HOUSINGS  During  the  year  52  new  houses  were  erected  and 
occupied,  viz.,  30  of  three-apartment  and  22  of  four -apartment . 
Seventeen  of  these  wore  occupied  by  families  from  overcrowded 
houses  and  35  by  families  from  condemned,  houses,  a total  of  205 
persons  boing  housed  or  an  average  of  nearly  7 persons  per  house. 

Tenders  have  been  approved  and  accept od  for  104  houses,  viz., 
19  of  throe-apartment  and  85  of  four-apartment . A number  of  those 
should  be  ready  for  occupation  early  in  the  year.  Flans  have  been 
prepared  for  an  additional  136  houses  and  tenders  will  be  invited 
for  a number  of  these  at  an  early  date.  The  Local  Authority 
propose  to  provide  800  houses,  400  to  replace  houses  which  are  to 
be  condemned  and  400  to  relieve  o vercrowdirg . These  will  consist 
of  5 - 

100,  5 apartment . 

300,  4 apartment . 

400,  3 apartment . 

262  houses  built  under  the  1930  Act  are  already  occupied, 

viz.,  3 two-apartment,  185  three -apartment  and  74  f cur- apartment  = 

Building  operations  have  been  commenced  on  the  15^  acre 
site  near  Buchanhaven.  The  necessary  services,  drainage,  gas  and 
water  have  already  been  provided  to  allow  building  to  proceed,  and 
the  necessary  roads  are  presently  in  course  of  construction.  When 
the  Buchanhaven  site  has  been  fully  developed  it  is  proposed  to 
concentrate  on  rebuilding  on  sites  at  present  occupied  by  derelict 
or  uninhabitable  properties  in  or  near  the  centre  of  the  town. 

I would  repeat  the  remarks  made  in  my  last  year:  s report, 
regarding  the  rec onst ruction  of  properties  which  in  all  probability 
will  not  be  the  subject  of  action  for  demolition  or  closure.  There 
are  quite  a number  of  properties  structurally  good  but  lacking  in 
separate  water  closet  accommodation,  hot  water  circulation,  bath- 
room, larder,  scullery  etc.  If  these  facilities  'were  provided 
the  houses  would  in  all  respects  be  considered  fit  for  occupation 
for  many  years.  No  progress  whatever  has  been  made  during  the 
year  in  the  reconditioning  of  properties,  as  the  owners  are  quite 
unable  or  unwilling  to  meet  the  expenditure  which  would  be  necess- 
ary to  render  these  houses  in  all  respects  fit  for  occupation. 

This  is  a very  important  matter  affecting  the  housing  conditions 
of/ 
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of  the  working  classes  in  the  Burgh,  the  greater  number  of  whom 
in  all  probability  would  not  be  allowed  to  occupy  the  comfortable 
and  well  equipped  houses  which  are  being  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority.  In  my  opinion  something  should  be  done  to  overcome 
this  difficulty  which  if  left  for  an  indefinite  period  will 
result  in  these  properties  becoming  the  slums  of  the  near  future. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE s There  is  only  one  Slaughterhouse  within  the 
Burgh,  a modern  and  well  equipped  building  belonging  to  the  Local 
Authority . 

The  following  are  the  details  of  the  slaughtering  dones- 
Cattle  Sheep  Pigs  Calves  Revonue 

1337  953  218  3 £227.  6d. 

During  the  year  49  carcases  were  affect od  with  Tuberculosis, 

26  wholly  and  23  partly,  weighing  3 tons  10  cwts  2 qrs.  all  of 
which  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  and  sent  to  Win.  Sim 
& Co.,  Manure  Manufacturers,  Aberdeen. 

FACTORIES  AND  Y/QRKSHOPSs  Thero  are  113  factories  and  work- 
shops on  the  register,  the  majority  of  which  are  fishcuring  yards. 

In  several  of  these  the  sanitary  accommodation  was  insufficient  or 
unsuitable  and  stops  were  taken  to  enforco  the  provision  of 
additional  and  separate  sanitary  conveniences . 

SCAVENGINGS  The  cleansing  of  the  Burgh  continues  to  be 
carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner.  Household  refuse  is  collect- 
ed four  times  weekly,  Tuesday  and  Thursday  being  omitted.  The 
refuse  is  tipped  into  the  sea  where  it  is  washed  away  twice  daily. 

The  tipping  bank  was  extended  seawards  during  the  year  and  there 
is  no v/  not  the  slightest  cause  for  complaint. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES s There  are  14  dry  closets  within  the 
Burgh,  nearly  all  in  connection  with  fishcuring  premises. 

The  number  of  closets  serving 
2 tenants.  3 tenants.  4 tenants.  5 or  more  tenants. 

205  164  115  108 

There  are  82  houses  without  any  water  closet  accommodation, 
these  are  all  in  the  Ronheads  and  Buchanhaven  districts. 

The  number  of  houses  without  an  indoor  water  supply  is  about 

7NL00. 

No  special  steps  have  been  taken  to  enforce  the  introduction 
of  a water  supply  and  sink  into  each  house  or  to  reduce  the  number 
of  houses  deficient  in  sanitary  conveniences . I think  it  would 
be  desirable  to  ascertain  in  the  first  instance  how  many  houses  are 
likely  to  be  closed  as  a result  of  inspection  and  afterwards  to 
decide  to  enforce  the  introduction  of  a water  supply  and  sink  into 
houses  which  are  considered  to  be  otherwise  in  a good  habitable 
condition  and  not  likely  to  be  the  subject  of  action  for  demolition 
or  closure. 

The  provision  of  separate  water  closet  accommodation,  sinks 
and  water  supply  and  other  improvements  in  each  house  is  not  likely 
to  materialise  in  the  largo  majority  of  cases  without  financial 
assistance  to  the  proprietors.  It  practically  means  that  in  nearly 
every  case  whore  such  accommodation  has  to  be  provided,  the  number 
of  habitable  rooms  in  the  house  will  be  reduced  by  one  in  order  to 
make  room  for  W.C»,  scullery,  larder  etc.  and  naturally  a curtail- 
ment of  the  living  room  accommodation  will  lead  to  moro  overcrowding. 
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As  stated  in  my  last  year’s  report  the  provision  of 
separate  water  closet  accommodation  for  each  house  is  prevented 
in  the  large  majority  of  cases  bys- 

1.  The  financial  circumstances  of  the  owner. 

2.  Impending  demolition  or  closure. 

3*  The  inexpedience  of  improving  houses  which,  owing  to 
age  or  congestion  should  not  be  retained. 

4.  Practical  structural  and  environmental  difficulties. 
There  are  none  prevented  by  inadequate  water  supply. 

SCHOOLS;  There  are  six  schools  within  the  Burgh,  all  under 
the  Aberdeenshire  Education  Authority.  These  are  all  in  good 
condition. 

CCMMON  LODGING  HOUSES;  Thore  are  no  common  lodging  houses 
within  the  Burgh. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS;  There  are  two  Burial  Grounds  within  the 
Burgh,  both  of  which  are  satisfactory  in  every  respect. 

BURGH  POLICE  ACT;  The  following  notices  were  served  under 
the  Burgh  Police  Actss- 

Cleanso  and  wash  water  closets  used  in  common  7 
Cleanse  and  wash  stairs  and  passages  used  in 

common  ...  3 

Whitewash  stairs  and  passages  ...  ...  52 

Cleans o and  purify  dirty  houses  ...  ...  1 

HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT)  REGULATIONS  (SCOTLAND),  1928  . 


1.  Number  of  dwellinghousos  inspected; - 

(a)  during  year  ...  ...  265 

(b)  since  1st  January  1931  5&95 


2.  Number  of  dwellinghousos  which  on  inspection  wore  con- 
sidered to  bo  in  any  respect  unfit  for  human  habitation; - 

(a)  during  the  yoar  16 

(b)  since  1st  January  1931 150 


BURGH  POLICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1892 

3. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notice  was  given 
during  yoar  under  Section  246  requiring  provision  of  a 
sufficient  water  closet  

2 

4. 

Number  of  houses  where  requirements  wore  complied  with 
by  owners  during  year  

2 

5. 

Number  of  houses  whore  works  carried  out  by  Town  Council 
during  yoar  after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so  ... 

Nil. 

6. 

Number  of  houses  for  which  water  closets  wore  provided 
during  year  at  instance  of  Town  Council  without  formal 
notice  under  Section  246  

Nil. 

7. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notice  was  givon 
during  year  under  Section  246  requiring  provision  of 
inside  water  supply  and  sink  

Nil. 

8. 

Number  of  houses  in  which  requirements  were  complied 
with  by  owners  during  yoar  ...  

Nil. 
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9«  Number  of  houses  in  which  works  carried  out  by  Town  Council 
during  year  after  failure  of  owners  t o do  so . ...  Nil. 

10*  Number  of  houses  in  which  inside  water  supply  and  sink  were 
provided  during  yea:1  at  instance  of  Town  Council  without 
formal  notice  under  Section  346  ...  * * . . . . Nil. 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1925- 

11.  Number  of  houses  of  (a)  one  apartment,  and  (b)  two  apartments 
for  erection  of  which  consent  of  Town  Council  was  given 
during  year  in  terms  of  Section  one  hundred  and  eleven  Nil. 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1930- 


12.  Number  of  dwellinghous es  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  during  year  under  Section  14(l)  ...  ...  Nil. 

13*  Number  of  dwellinghous  es  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation 
during  year  following  on  notices  under  Section  14(1)  Nil. 

14.  Number  of  dwellinghous  es  in  respect  of  which  work  has  boon 
done  during  year  by  Town  Council  under  Section  15(1 ) Nil. 

15*  Number  of  dwollinghouses  in  respect  of  which  in  terms  of 

Section  17  a demolition  order  or  closing  order  under  Section 
16(3)  has  been  substituted  during  year  for  a notice  under 
S o ct  won  14 (— ) « . . .00  . . * ...  c . o ...  Nil. 

l6.  Number  of  dwellinghous es  in  respect  of  which  notices  wore 
served  during  year  in  terms  of ^Section  16(1)  ...  l6 

17*  Number  of  dwellinghous os  in  respect  of  which,  following  on 
notice  under  Section  l6(l)s- 

(a)  undertaking  has  boon  given  during  year  that  house 
will  not  bo  used  for  human  habitation  until  it 

has  been  rendered  so  fit  . » . ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  undertaking  has  been  given  during  year  that  house 

will  be  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(c)  demolition  orders  have  been  made  during  year  undor 

S ect  xon  j_6  (3)  0 v . ® • . ...  «*.  9 

(d)  closing  orders  have  boon  msdo  undor  Section  3 6 

( 3 1 and  4 ) . © o ...  • . ..o  ...  ...  7 

18.  Numb  or  of  dwellinghous  es  rendered  fit  during  year 
following  on  undertakings  under  Section  l6(2)  ....  Nil. 

19*  Number  of  dwellinghous  es  rendered  fit  during  year  aw 
instance  of  Town  Council  without  formal  notico  undor 
Housing  (Scotland ) Act , 1930  ...  » . . ...  ...  Nil . 


20.  Number  of  dwellinghous os  in  rospoct  cf  which  closing 
orders  heave,  in  terms  of  Section  16(3)  boon  determined 
by  Town  Council  during  yoar  following  upon  housos  having 
been  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil. 


21.  Number  of  houses  in  rospoct  of  which  advene  os  have  boon 
made  during  yoar  in  terms  of  Section  34  toward  cost  of 
repairs  and  amount  so  advanced  ...  ...  Nil. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. 

X • MEAT  • 


Number  of  Seizures,  Weights  of  Moat  soizod  and  reasons  for  seizure.  ! 

BEEF 


Number. 

Weight 

Tuberculosis 

49 

3 

tons 

10 

cwts . 

2 

qrs . 

1 

i 

I 

Unsound  condition 

22 

1 

cwt . 

- 

qrs . 

9 

lb.  ' 

71 

3 

tons 

11 

OW"fc  S • 

2 

qrs . 

9 

lb.  ' 

II.  OTHER  ARTICLES  OF  FOOD. 


Articles 

Where  seized 

Quantities 
or  weight  s . I 

Reasons 
for  seizure. 

Tinned  Fruit 

Varioios  shops 

32  tins 

Decomposed . 

Condensed  Milk 

Do . 

1 

Do . 

Salmon 

Do . 

3 

Do. 

(10)  Fraserburgh. 

WATER  SUPPLY:  Fedderate.  During  1936  the  work  of  renewing 

the  fencing  around  Fedderate  Reservoir  was  continued.  This  was 
commenced  during  1935?  and  it  is  hoped  that  sometime  during  1937 
the  new  fencing  should  be  complete. 

The  lowest  level  of  water  recorded  during  the  year  was 
394.20  O.D.  on  6th  November.  This  was  5*80  feet  below  overflow 
level,  giving  a storage  capacity  at  this  point  of  24  million 
gallons.  In  1935  the  minimum  figure  was  35*'  million  gallons. 

Hillhead  Supply.  This  supply  was  well  maintained  during  the 

year. 


For  some  time  past  it  has  been  found  that  seagulls  resting 
in  the  square  concrete  built  collection  reservoir  at  Hillhead  found 
difficulty  in  rising  off  the  water,  and  many  were  killed  striking 
the  top  of  the  wall.  Birds  and  feathers  had  to  be  periodically 
removed  from  the  water  surface.  During  the  year  wires  were 
stretched  across  the  Reservoir  at  a considerable  distance  apart, 
with  a view  to  prohibiting  seagulls  from  resting  on  this  Reservoir. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  has  proved  most  successful,  as 
the  birds  are  afraid  to  land  on  the  water,  and  the  periodical 
surface  cleaning  has  not  boon  necessary  those  past  months* 

General.  At  no  time  during  the  year  was  it  found  necessary 
to  curtail  the  wator  supply  to  the  town,  and  no  restrictions  wore 
nade  in  the  use  of  the  water  owing  to  shortage. 

To  allow  for  the  re-surfacing  of  a section  of  the  main  road 
in  the  torai,  tho  wator  main  was  renewed  in  High  Street  and  Cross 
Street.  All  services  and  connections  wore  also  renewed. 

The  / 
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Tho  mechanical  filters  wore  thoroughly  cloanod  out,  coatod, 
and  nozzles  removod,  cleaned  and  replaced.  Now  nozzlos  of  an 
increased  diomotor  wore  supplied  where  the  base  plate  showed  wear. 

The  sand  filters  at  Hillhead  were  regularly  cleaned  during 
the  year.  The  outlet  drainage  points  from  these  filters  were 
thoroughly  examined,  and  where  they  proved  faulty  new  valves  were 
fitted. 

DRAINAGE;  The  main  drainage  of  the  Burgh  is  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  Extensions  were  carried  out  by  6"  sewers  in  the  new 
Housing  Area  to  allow  for  the  development  at  Gallowhill.  The  low 
lying  sections  in  Broadsea  and  Noble  Street  received  regular 
flushing . 

Some  considerable  damage  was  occasioned  to  the  main  outlets 
south  of  the  harbour,  where  disused  boats  were  allowed  to  be  taken 
for  breaking-up  purposes. o During  heavy  weather  these  hulls  were 
thrown  on  the  sewer  outlets,  and  replacements  of  flap  valves  and 
piping  were  necessary. 

SCAVENGING  AND  CLEANSING:  The  system  of  cleansing  and 

scavenging  continues  as  in  previous  years,  but  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Council  to  introduce  mechanical  haulage,  and  to  institute 
alternate  day  collection  for  the  major  part  of  the  Burgh  in  place 
of  the  existing  daily  collection.  This  will  be  reported  on  at  a 
later  date. 

NUISANCES;  One  hundred  and  nine  complaints  were  received 
and  attended  to.  These  comprised  in  the  majority  choked  drains. 

No  legal  proceedings  required  to  be  taken. 

INSPECTION  OF  HOUSES;  In  the  further  inspection  of  housos  in 
the  Burgh  it  has  been  found  that  175  houses  will  roquiro  to  be 
represented  under  the  1930  Housing  Act,  as  they  are  considered  un- 
fit for  habitation.  In  connection  with  the  Survey  made  under  the 
1935  Act,  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  above  figure  of  175 j 
and  the  net  Housing  requirements  are  as  follows;-  3 Apartment,  l653 
4 Apartment,  172,  5 Apartment,  40,  and  6 Apartment,  2,  a total  of 
379  houses.  There  is  an  estimated  surplus  of  37  houses,  comprising 
11-1  apartment  and  26-2  apartment . 

To  date  the  Schemes  in  hand  are  32-3  Apartment,  66-4 
Apartment,  and  9 “ 5 Apartment,  leaving  a total  of  272  houses  still 
to  be  built . 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES;  The  following  are  the  particulars 
required  in  connection  with  Sanitary  Conveniences  of  dwellings  and 
the  information  given  is  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 

Number  of  houses  without  an  indoor  water  supply 

and  sink  - 487 • 

Number  of  Water  Closets  used  in  common  by 

2 tenants  - 229 


Do . 

do  » 

3 tenants  - 106 

To. 

do . 

4 tenants  - 63 

Do . 

do . 

5 or  more  tenants  - 23 

Dry  Closets. 

Nil. 

Privy  Middens • 

Nil. 

Ashpits . 

Nil. 

HOUSING  - Private  Enterprise.  Two  houses  were  completed  by 
unassisted  Private  Enterprise  during  the  year,  and  one  is  in  course 
of  erection. 
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HOUSING  - (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926.  The  reconstruction  of 
4 houses  under  the  Rural  Workers  Act  was  completed  during  the  year, 
and  two  applications  were  considered  and  granted. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1930°  80  housos  were  completed  during  the  year 

under  the  Slum  Clearance  Act.  The  total  number  of  persons  dis- 
placed from  unfit  housos  as  at  31st  Decembor,  1936,  was  1213* 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1935 • 16  housos  were  completed 

during  the  year  under  the  Overcrowding  Act. 

HOUSING  - GENERAL.  Under  the  Housing  Acts  (1930  and  1935) 
there  wore  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year  91  houses. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  203  cases  of  Infectious  Disoaso  were 
notified  during  the  years  Diphtheria,  86s  Scarlet  Fever,  87s 
Tuborculosis,  l6s  Erysipelas,  6s  Pneumonia,  4s  and  Pucrporal 
Fever,  4. 


Of  the  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  cases  155  wore  romovod 
to  tho  Local  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  10  to  Poterhead,  6 to 
Aberdeen,  1 to  Invorurio,  and  one  was  isolated  at  homo. 

182  visits  of  enquiry  wore  made,  177  housos  and  l8o  sots  of 
bedding  wore  disinfected.  452  intimations  and  clearance  cert  if  i 
cates  were  issued  to  schools. 

FOOD  INSPECTION:  One  factory  exists  within  tho  Burgh,  whoro 

curing  and  tinning  of  herring  and  tinning  of  moat  aro  carried  out. 
These  promises  are  well  kept,  clean  and  in  good  condition. 

At  the  public  slaughterhouse,  the  only  one  within  the  Burgh, 

86  seizures  of  unsound  meat  were  made,  all  with  Owners'  consent, 
the  total  weight  seized  being  11,624  lbs.,  comprising  11,439  lbs. 
meat  and  offal  and  185  lbs.  mutton  and  offal. 

The  number  of  animals  killed  was;-  Cattle  - 1694, 

Sheep  - 1298,  and  Pigs  - 198. 

57  seizures  of  preserved  foods  were  made,  consisting  of 
tinned  meats,  fish,  fruits  and  milk.  In  all  229  lbs.  were  des- 
troyed, with  Owners'  consent,  as  being  unsound  and  unfit  for  food. 

GENERAL;  The  schools  in  the  Burgh  are  all  kept  in  good 
sanitary  condition. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES;  There  is  only  one  registered  business 
within  the  Burgh,  that  of  tallow  melting. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES;  There  are  no  registered  common 
lodging  houses  within  the  Burgh. 

BURIAL  GROUND;  The  Burial  Ground  is  out with  the  Burgh  Boundary. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT;  The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  is  carried  out  by  tho  County  Police. 

DAIRIES « COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS;  These  aro  under  the  control 
of  the  County  Veterinary  Officer. 


